
Development Of The
National Indian
Law Library

••• Indian law is a vast hodgepodge
of treaties, judicial and administrative
rulings, and unrecorded· practices in
which the intricacies, the perplexities,
the confusions and injustices of the
I~w governing Indians lay concealed-

Felix Frankfurter

QnMay 23, 1972 the Carnegie Corpor
"';, @.tipn. of New York announced that it

, ha<Bnade a $119,000 grant to the Na
tive American Rights Fund for the
development of the National Indian
Law Library.

Alan Pifer, President of Carnegie
Corporation, in announcing the grant,
said: "The National Indian Law
Library is already well on its way to
being the best source of documents on
Indian law in the country. We are
pleased to help it develop into a re
search and information center with a
nation-wide reach. We hope its ex
panded services will encourage more
lawyers to represent Indian clients
and thereby secure justice for Native
Americans now inadequately served."

In the fall of 1971, the Fund began to
develop the concept of a central clear
inghouse for Indian legal materials.
The formation of the first national
Indian legal program, combined with
already existing OEO Indian legal ser
vices and the resulting three-fold in
crease in Indian litigation, brought into

, sharp focus the need for such a project.-U" In the past, no single person or in
~ stitution has been aware of all of the

lawsuits affecting Indians which have
been filed, and there has been no con-

certed effort at communicating the
existence of such suits or other sig
nificant developments in Indian law.
This has been particularly detrimental
to the restoration of Indian rights
because the efforts of those few at
torneys who have been involved have
been uncoordinated and the results
(often even the existence) of Indian
related litigation has not been gene
rally known to others working in the
field.

Many attorneys have been unable to
represent Indians at all due to the dif
ficulty of researching Indian law and
keeping track of current developments
and because of the specialized nature
of the problems. Either the task has
proven too great for the attorney or
firm, or the cost has been prohibitive
to the Indian client.

In all areas of Indian law, it is highly
desirable to present the courts with
issues in an orderly, carefully calcu
lated manner so that the law in this
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difficult and complex field of work de
velops favorably. Bad law can be made
by having the "wrong" case decided
too soon, and much work and many
costly mistakes will now be avoided by
attorneys and their preparations for
litigation made more complete because
of the compilation and ready access to
the files of the National Indian Law
Library.

As one of the first steps towards set
ting up the Library, Fund staff mem
bers, with encouragement from the
Office of Economic Opportunity,
visited the National Clearinghouse for
Legal Services in Chicago and dis
cussed with them all of the implica
tions of the development of the Library
project.

The Clearinghouse is widely known
for providing comprehensive services
to lawyers practicing poverty law, and
in this capacity has developed a col
lection of Indian related cases. This
month the Library, with the assistance
and support of OED, officially assumed
the Indian law functions of the Clear
inghouse with the transference to
Boulder of all Indian law documents
in the Clearinghouse collection.

The development of workable in
dices has proved to be the most dif
ficult problem facing the Library. The
Fund's staff represents the largest body
of Indian law expertise in the country
and all of the attorneys have been
~sisting with the refinement of the
index in order that it might be a truly
effective research and litigation tool.
Consultants from across the country
including law librarians, bibliographers
and professors of Indian law have also
been working with Melody Mac
Kenzie, Librarian. and other staff to
ascertain what improvements and
changes should be made at this early
stage of operation.



Indian Claims
Commission
Decisions
Now Available
As part of its function as a legal re
sources library, the National Indian
Law Library began negotiations with
the Indian Claims Commission in No
vember 1971 and was able to obtain a
complete set, arranged by volume, of
the Commission's decisions.

The Library has indexed the entire
set of Commission opinions by tribe
and docket number and is completing
the process of indexing the set by sub
ject matter.

The decisions of the Commission
have never before been indexed and
annotated. For the first time they will
be readily accessible to the public.
The Commission and the Library are
certain that this project will be an
invaluable tool to those persons work
ing or interested in the field of Indian
Law.

The Commission has asked the
Library to make the decisions available
at minimal cost to other libraries, in
dividuals or organizations, since the
Commission has not been able to do
so itself. The volumes are xeroxed
copies and spiral bound in durable
covers. The Library's actual cost is
$20.00 per single volume or $500.00
for the entire set of twenty-seven
volumes. This price includes postage
and handling, as well as xeroxing and
binding costs. Orders for complete
sets take approximately four weeks to
fill. Individual sections of the decisions
(by tribe, docket number, etc.) are
available on short notice.

Additional
Acquisitions Sought
Since February the National Indian
Law Library has been attempting to
obtain copies of the briefs and plead
ings of both sides in cases relating to
Indian law from all orivate firms, legal
services programs ~nd individual at
torneys across the country who have
been or are now litigating on behalf
of Indians. This is an enormous task
and the staff of the Library asks the
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assistance of all those who may be able
to help the Library make its collection
of materials more complete.

Although attorneys may be hesitant.
to commit the time and money in
volved in searching their files to locate
pertinent materials, the staff of the
Library is certain that the consequent
availability of a central collection of
these materials will benefit all those
litigating in Indian law. If xeroxing
expenses are a problem, attorneys
should feel free to send the Library
originals with the assurance that they
will be copied and returned promptly.

How To Obtain
Library Documents
Copies of all Library holdings are avail
able to anyone requesting them. Mini
mal xeroxing costs of $.03 per page are
charged, except to legal services pro
grams, Indian clients and tribes, and
public interest law firms. When re
questing materials, please direct your
inquiries to:

Melody MacKenzie, Librarian
The National Indian Law Library
1506 Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80302
Telephone: (303) 447-8760

Ext. 67

The Library will mail any materials
it has by return mail and, if it does not
have copies of the specific pleadings
requested, will make every attempt to
locate them.

A list of the present holdings is in
cluded with this edition of Announce
ments. Each item listed has a library
acquisition number shown in the upper
left hand corner. Please include this
number when ordering materials.
Readers should return the subscription
request form on the back page of this
issue and should indicate specifically
whether or not they wish to obtain a
list of all the documents available in
each individual case, as well as the
Library Subject Catalogue which is in
preparation.

There is no charge for a subscription
to Announcements, which will be pub
lished monthly, or for the Library
Catalogues.

The Cataloguing
Procedure
Th L'b' . (e 1 rary s catalogumg system in-
cludes the following procedures:
1. Each case is assigned an acquisition

number. Individual pleadings,
memoranda, opinions, etc., are
given the same acquisition number
in addition to an individual letter,
re case number 100, pleading num
ber l00A, memorandum number
lOOE.

2. Following the assignment of an ac
quisition number, a shelf list card,
which is really a "master card," is
prepared. This card contains all the
important information about the
case-i.e., the state, title of case,
tribe, date, a brief synopsis of the
case, and the individual pleadings.

3. Once the shelf list card has been
prepared, the following additional
tracings are added:
a. Two cards identical to the shelf

list card so that the case appears
under its state and tribe.

b. One to fifteen cards with the main
subject heading(s) in capital let
ters; depending on the number of<
areas of law touched in a singlJ
case, there may be up to fifteen
cards prepared at this step in the
cataloguing system.

c. One card with the plaintiff vs.
d~fendant (or author, if book or
article) at the top.

d. One card with the heading of
defendant, plaintllf v.

The resulting system is useful in two
ways: If a request comes in for a spe
cific case or article, it can be found
under its state and tribe, under any
where from one to fifteen general
topics of Indian law (i.e., termination,
relocation, etc.) and also under the
plaintiff's name and under the defen
dant's name.

Secondly, the catalogue is an excel
lent research tool. E.g., to find material
on termination, one need only look up
the subject heading and all of the cases
ever filed related to this subject will
be there; or, e.g., to find cases on reser
vational jurisdiction in California, one
will look up the subject heading
JURISDICTION - RESERVATION,
until he comes to the California cases
which will appear altogether after the
Arizona, etc., cases on the same
subject.



, History and Development of the Native American Rights Fund
f'\The Native American Rights Fund is a
" ,I1ew legal program devoted to the as

sertion and the protection of Indian
rights and to the orderly development
of the body of law affecting Indians.
The Fund's major emphasis is upon
the preservation of Indian resources
and the fulfillment of national obliga
tions to Indian people.

The Ford Foundation helped to de
velop and establish the Fund through
two grants it made to California In
dian Legal Services, under which the
Fund was started as a special national
project in June 1970. Proceeding from
a base of some expertise in the com
plex and undefined area of Indian law,
and encouraged by a degree of success
in their work at California Indian Legal
Services, three attorneys, two of whom

were experienced members of the staff
at CILS, and the third, a recent Indian
law graduate, initiated a national pro
gram.

The Fund has now separated from
its parent organization, CILS, and has
established its headquarters in Boulder,
Colorado. There is also a Washington,
D.C. branch office which acts as an
important link between the Fund and
those administrative offices in the
Capitol which serve Indians, as well
as working on selected problems of
Eastern Indians.

The staff of more than a dozen
lawyers, which includes four Indian
attorneys, are under the direction of
a Steering Committee of Indian leaders
and representatives from across the
country.

The caseload of the Fund is a re
flection of the criteria outlined by the
Steering Committee. Matters involving
the protection of Indian natural re
sources, treaty rights, and tribal
sovereignty have been given high
priority by the Committee. Other im
portant areas of emphasis are educa
tion, termination, culture and religion.
Because of the limited resources of the
Fund, cases involving large numbers
of Indians or dealing with laws affect
ing large numbers of Indians receive
first consideration.

The work of the Fund is presently
supported by a three-year core grant
from the Ford Foundation and is sup
plemented by many individual contri
butions, as well as grants for the
following special projects.

o

Indian Law Back Up Center

The Fund acts as the national Indian
Law Back Up Center under a contract
from the Office of Economic Oppor
tunity through the University of Colo
rado. In this capacity the Fund pro
vides a wide variety of technical
assistance and litigation support to all
those legal services projects which
have Indian clients.

Thomas L. Smithson has recently
joined the Fund's staff to coordinate

0he Indian Law Back Up Center activ
. lties. After one year of practice with

Neighborhood Legal Services Centers
in Detroit, Michigan, as a Reginald

Heber Smith Community Lawyer Fel
low, Smithson moved in 1968 to Pine
Ridge, South Dakota, to practice in a
one-man law offiCe on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. The office, which
served a population of approximately
10,000 Oglala Sioux people, was jointly
funded by the Association on Ameri
can Indian Affairs, Inc., and the Office
of Economic Opportunity.

Mr. Smithson's background pro
vides him with a special kind of exper
tise and understanding for the needs of
iegal services iawyers and their dients
and his addition to the Fund's staff has
added a vital link to the concept of the
Indian Law Back Up Center.

The Southwest Indian
Environmental
Project
The Field Foundation and the Akbar
Fund have provided a significant
amount of support for the develop
ment of the Southwest Indian Environ
mental Project. The Southwest is the
heart of Indian country within the
continental United States. There are
some forty Indian reservations in the
area and the air and water resources
of all of these reservations are endan
gered by the construction of a gigantic
power complex which is now in pro
gress in the Four Corners area.
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The Fund has filed several.suits in
volving attempts on the behalf of
Navajo, Hopi, the Jicarilla Apache,
Chemehuevi, and Cocopah Indians to
halt further destruction of Indian re-

, sources in the Southwest.

Education Resources
In conjunction with the Harvard Cen
ter for Law and Education and under
a grant from the Office of Economic
Opportunity, the Fund is providing
legal assistance and technical advice
to Indian communities involved in
educational change within their
schools.

Further, The Norman Foundation
provided the Fund with monies for
four Know Your Rights: Indian Edu
cation Workshops in 1971.

UCLA Clinical Study Program
The Fund is an important component
in the University of California at 1.0("',
Angeles School of Law "Intensive .

.Quarter Program."
Under the program, second and

third year students with an interest in
the field of Indian law serve as law
clerks and research assistants for Fund
attorneys on a three to six month
basis. While in residence at Boulder
the students provide a necessary re
search function to the staff and at the
same time receive valuable experience
in the field of Indian law, as well as
course credit for their experience.
The students are under the supervision
of Professors Monroe E. Price and
Reid P. Chambers of the UCLA School
of Law.

Recent Native American Rights Fund Case Developments
Pyramid Lake: Court Order Halts
Secretary Morton.
In spite of the assurances given to the
Pyramid Lake Tribe and to the court,
the Secretary of Interior proposed new
regulations for operating the Newlands
Reclamation Project without consult
ing with the tribe or its attorneys.

Most of the water which would
maintain the level of Pyramid Lake is
taken for the Newlands Reclamation
Project which is operated under cri
teria established by the Secretary of
Interior. The government had assured
the Tribe and the Federal District
Court in Washington, D.C., which has
before it the Pyramid Lake Tribe's
case against the Secretary of Interior,
that the tribe would be given an oppor
tunity to comment on any proposed
changes in the operating criteria and
that they would be submitted to the
court for its prior approval. These
assurances were violated when the
Secretary published new operating
criteria for the Newlands Reclamation
Project in the Federal Register early
in April. Within a few days, Fund at
torney Bob Pelcyger went to Wash
ington' D.C. and asked the Federal
Court to restrain the Secretary of
Interior from implementing the new
criteria.

The Tribe contended that the Sec
retary's new criteria were actually
worse than the old ones. The judge
agreed and issued an order invalidat-
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ing those parts of the new criteria that
had the effect of taking more water
away from Pyramid Lake from the old
criteria. This was a tremendous vic
tory for the Pyramid Lake Tribe and
for the Fund in that it halted further
destructive acts by the government
against the tribe's most valuable re
source. The judge also set the case
for a full trial in July.
Oil Companies Attempt to Stop Es
kimo Borough Election Thwarted.
Seven oil companies recently brought
suit to stop the establishment of a
borough under the control of Eskimos
on the North Slope of Alaska. Before
the borough is officially established,
there must be an election held in which
the voters of the North Slope can indi
cate their desire to become incorpor
ated. The election is presently sche
duled for June 20.

On April 26, 1972 the oil companies
asked the court in Alaska to stay the
holding of the election. Fund attorney
David Getches argued against the mo
tion on behalf of the Arctic Slope Na
tive Association, five of the North
Slope villages, and two individual
Eskimos. The judge ruled that the oil
companies could not stop the election.
Further proceedings in the matter are
scheduled for June 12.
Pawnee School Stopped from Exclud
ing Indian Children with Long Hair.
Fund attorneys Yvonne Knight and
Charles Wilkinson filed suit against a

school district in Oklahoma to rein
state three Pawnee youths who had
been suspended from school for wear
ing their hair in a long, traditional
hair style. Although the existing law
is to the effect that federal courts d~
not have jurisdiction to stop schools'
from regulating the hair style of stu
dents, a Federal District Court judge
in Oklahoma City held that it would
violate the rights of Indian children
whose culture was the basis for their
particular hair styles.

A temporary restraining order was
entered against the school district and
the students returned to school. A
hearing on a request for a permanent
injunction is scheduled for June 5.
Supreme Court Petition Filed in Hopi
Strip Mining Case.
Several weeks ago a Federal District
Court in Washington, D.C. ordered the
Fund's case to set aside the Secretary
of Interior's approval of the lease per
mitting strip mining on the Hopi lands
transferred to Phoenix, Arizona. A
petition for writ of mandate was filed
with the Court of Appeals for the Dis
trict of Columbia, but was denied.

Recently, Fund attorney John Echo
hawk prepared and filed a petition for
a writ of certiorari with the United
States Suor'eme Court in an attempt to
have the 'high court review the trans-

Continued on page 13
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. fer decision of the Court of Appeals.

,,' Besides being a forum very close to the
politically charged issue of power plant
construction in the Southwest, the
court to which the case was transferred
is the same court which ruled adversely
in the National Environmental Policy
Act case which seeks to stop further
governmental approvals of power plant
construction in the Southwest. The
strip mines on Hopi lands are, of
course, the source of fuels for the
power plant complex.
Attorney General Need Not Repre
sent Indians in Water Claim.
Some time ago the Federal District
Court in San Diego ruled that the U.S.
Attorney was not required to represent
the Rincon and La Jolla Bands of Mis
sion Indians in Southern California in
their claim against a city and a water
company which had been infringing
on their water rights for over 75 years.
The ruling was part of the San Luis
Rey River water rights litigation which
is continuing in the district court.

An appeal was taken on the particu
lar ruling by Fund attorney Bob Pel

/). cyger. Last week the Court of Appeals
\'" for the Ninth Circuit affirmed the deci

sion of the District Court holding that
requirement of 25 U.S.C. § 175 that
the U.S. Attorney "shall represent
Indians in all cases at law and in
equity" did not make it mandatory for
him to do so in this case where the
government was also defending an

-- ..

Indian Claims Commission matter
against the same Indians who brought
the lawsuit. The court ruled the poten
tial conflict of interest makes it un
necessary for the U.S. Attorney to ~ct

under the circumstances.
BLM Chaining of Pinon Juniper Trees
Stopped.
For some time Fund attorneys Bruce
Greene and Yvonne Knight have been
assisting Western Shoshone Indians in
Nevada in their attempts to stop the
Bureau of Land Management from
tearing out Pinon Juniper trees to in
crease grazing yield of lands which
historically belonged to the ShosQ.ones.

By drawing a huge chain between
two bulldozers, hundreds of trees can
be uprooted very quickly. This has
been done in part of the area which
the Western Shoshones traditionally
used for gathering pinon nuts which
the trees produce. Objections have
been made administratively to the
Bureau of Land Management and after
the matter was called to the attention
of Senator Kennedy, the matter was
among the subjects into which he in
quired during hearings of his Subcom
mittee on Administrative Practices and
Procedures.

The Bureau of Land Management
has recently issued an order stopping
all Pinon Juniper chainings pending
further study into the matter.
Southwest Energy Complex Chal·
lenged in the Court of Appeals.
The United States Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit recently granted

Fund attorney Bruce Greene's motic
for expedited consideration of an a)
peal from an adverse ruling by a Fed
ral District Court judge in Phoeni
This suit challenges federal authoriz
tions issued to effectuate the constru
tion of six large coal burning, electr
generating plants located on or ne;
Indian reservations in the Southwe
on the grounds that the National E
vironmental Policy Act has not bee
followed.

The Fund has pressed the feder
government for over one year to stuc
the cultural and environmental impa,
of their proposed actions before i
revocable decisions are made. Tl
case is set for argument in San Fra:
cisco on July 13, 1972 before a thre
judge court of appeals.

Indian Students Ordered Reinstatt
in Nebraska School.
A Federal District Court judge j

Omaha, Nebraska ordered two Winn
bago youths who had been expelk
from school immediately reinstate,
His temporary restraining order w;
upheld after a full hearing of the mattl
two weeks later.

The judge found that removal of tl
students from school had been f(
minor infractions and was undertake
without the students being afforde
the due process which they are guara:
teed under the United States Constitl
tion. The students are represented t
Fund attorneys Charles Wilkinson an
Dan Taaffe.
Fund Assists Family of Yellow ThUJ
der.
The murder of Raymond Yello
Thunder received extensive attentic
in the press. The situation in Gordo!
Nebraska and on the nearby Pir
Ridge Indian Reservation became e
tremely tense after Yellow Thund<
was found dead several days after 1
was forced into the trunk of a ca
taken to an American Legion ha
where a dance was in progress an
forced to dance Indian style withOl
his trousers.

While there was little doubt that t
was murdered, rumors concerning ml
tilation of his body and the circun
stances surrounding his death aboUJ
ded. At the request of the decease
man's family, the Fund's Deputy D
rector John Echohawk and attorne
Bruce Greene went to Gordon and th
Pine Ridge Reservation to help resoh
the situation. An eminent pathologi



ftom Denver was engaged to perform
a second autopsy on the body which
was exhumed. The cause of death and
the condition of the body were reaf
firmed and an explosive situation in
the area, which had attracted thou
sands of Indians from the Sioux reser
vation and from throughout the
country, was calmed.

The Fund now represents the family
of the victim and a decision as to what
action shall be taken against the per
sons causing his death and other par
ties will await the outcome of a crim
inal trial now in progress.
Brief Filed in Reservation Gambling
Case.
An amicus curiae brief in the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals was filed by
the Fund supporting the right of an
Indian tribe to exercise a local option
to allow certain forms of gambling
within their reservation just as a county
can exercise such an option. The case
arose in California which is a Public
Law 280 state and concerns the
Rincon Band of Mission
Indians. Fund attorney
Robert Pelcyger, assisted
by UCLA Professor
Monroe E. Price,
,nepared the brief.

14

Dam Construction Stopped by Uma
tilla Tribe and Individual Yakima In
dians.
A suit brought by the Fund on behalf
of the Uinatilla Tribe and several in
dividual Yakima Indians resulted in
an injunction on March 30, 1972
against further construction of dams
along the Lower Columbia River.

The Army Corps of Engineers was
in the process of modifying and in
creasing the size of several giant dams
on the Columbia in order to increase
the amount of electrical power which
would be available during peak use
periods. Raising the dams would have
a serious effect on the anadromous fish
in the Columbia, upon which many of
the Indian plaintiffs depend for their

livelihood. Furthermore, several fish
ing sites would be flooded periodically.

No Act of Congress specifically I""
authorized taking the Indian property \
rights and thus the chief judge of the
Federal District Court in Portland
found that the Indians' treaty rights
would be violated. He also ruled that
the National Environmental Policy Act
had not been complied with by the
Army Corps of Engineers. Reid Cham-
bers, of counsel to the Fund, repre
sented the plaintiffs.
Brief Filed in Oneida Case.
An amicus curiae brief was filed in a
case in which Oneida Indians claim
that the transactions by which the
State of New York took their land in
1795 was in violation of the Non-Inter
course Act The lower court found that
it had no jurisdiction to hear the mat
ter since it was merely a question of
property rights and therefore the state
court should hear the case.

The Fund's brief supports the posi
tion of the Indian plaintiffs that a
federal question was raised and that
the court should have jurisdiction.

The brief which was filed in the
Second Circuit Court of Appeals

was iprepared by Fund attor- C
neys Peter Aschenbrenner ..

and David Getches.

.~
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Steering Committee
OOf The

Native American
Rights Fund
Charles Lohah, Chairman. Mr. Lohah is an
Osage Indian from Oklahoma. He is an Assistant
Professor at the Baltimore-Washington Campus
of Antioch College, where he is in charge of
the Indian Studies Program. He is a former
County and District Court Judge of Oklahoma,
David Risling, Jr., Vice-Chairman. Mr. Risling
is a Hoopa Indian from California. He was Chair
man of the Board of Trustees of California
Indian Legal Services for four years, and still
serves as a member of the CILS Executive Com
mittee. He is a Professor and Coordinator of
Ethnic Studies at the University of California at
Davis and a former President of the California
Indian Education Association"
La Nada Means, Executive Committee member.
Ms. Means is a Shoshone-Bannock Indian from
Idaho. She is a graduate student at Idaho State
University and has been active in Indian affairs
on her home reservation at Fort Hall, Idaho,
and previously in the San Francisco Bay area.
AHonso Ortiz, Executive Committee member.
Dr. Ortiz is from the San Juan Pueblo in New
Mexico. He is a Professor of Anthropology at
Princeton University and an authority on Indian
culture.
Wenden Chino. Mr. Chino is Chairman of the
Mescalero Apache Tribe and is a past president
of the National Congress of American Indians.
He presently serves on the Executive Board of
the National Tribal Chairmans' Association.(J' Fred Gabourie. Mr. Gabourie is a member of

\ .• the Seneca Tribe of the Iroquois Nation of the
Six Nations Reserve, Ontario, Canada. He prac
tices law in Los Angeles and is a member of the
Board of Trustees of California Indian Legal
Services.
Leo Haven. Mr" Haven is a Navajo Indian and
the Director of the Dinebeiina Nahiilna Be
Agaditahe Legal Services Program serving the
Navajo Nation" He has been active in Navajo
tribal affairs and is an experienced tribal court
advocate.
Philip Martin. Mr" Martin is a member of the
Mississippi Choctaw Tribe in Philadelphia,
Mississippi. He was recently elected Tribal
Chairman of the Choctaws.
Francis McKinley. Mr. McKinley is a Navajo
and Ute. He is Director of the National Indian
Training and Research Center at Tempe, Ari
zona. He has assisted in the development of
Indian education programs for the Office of
Economic Opportunity.
John Stevens. Mr. Stevens was Governor of the
Passamaquoddy Tribe in Maine for nineteen
years. He is now State Commissioner of Indian
Affairs,
Richard Truden. Mr" Trudell is a Sioux from
South Dakota. He recently graduated from the
law school at The Catholic University of Amer
ica. Formerly president of the American Indian
Law Student Association, he now is employed
by the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial.

Staff Of The
Native American
Rights Fund
David H. Getches is the\ Fund's Director. He
has canied the primary responsibility for the

Fund's development" Prior to assuming the
directorship of the Fund in June 1970, he spent
three years in the field as a co-director of one
of California Indian Legal Services field offices,
During that time he developed special compe
tence in criminal and civil jurisdiction over
Indians and Indian education problems and has
specialized in Indian treaty fishing rights" Be
fore joining CILS and following his graduation
from the University of Southern California
School of Law, Mr. Getches was in private
practice"
John E. Echohawk is the Deputy Director of
the Fund" Mr. Echohawk is a Pawnee, and was
the first graduate of the University of New
Mexico's special program to train Indian lawyers
and has received national prominence in that
capacity" He was an officer of the American
Indian Law Students Association while in law
school and has specialized in resource law and
jurisdiction problems since joining the Fund,

STAFF ATTORNEYS

L. Graeme Bell is the staff attorney in the Fund's
Washington, D.C. office. A graduate of Harvard
Law School, he taught law and procedures at
Columbus School of Law at the Catholic Uni
versity of America prior to joining the Fund, and
also helped to develop the Indian law program
at Catholic University. During law school he was
an intern with DNA on the Navajo reservation.
Joseph J. Brecher has extensive experience in
the fields of environmental policy and law. He
is the author of the first handbook on environ
mental law for lawyers and is involved in most
of the litigation the Fund is handling in conjunc
tion with the Four Corners Power complex and
other environmental destruction of Indian lands"
Mr'. Brecher is a graduate of New York Univer
sity Law SchooL
Thomas W. Fredericks, a Mandan Indian from
the Fort Berthold Reservation in North Dakota,
is the most recent addition to the Fund's staff"
A 1972 graduate of the University of Colorado
School of Law, Mr. Fredericks was treasurer of
the American Indian Law Students Association.
He was a tribal' administrator for the Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe at Fort Yates, North Dakota
from 1966-1969. His special areas of interest
are administrative and natural resource law.
Mr" Fredericks is presently preparing for the
Colorado Bar exam,
Bruce R. Greene has acquired extensive exper
ience in administrative law, having been legal
advisor for two years to a Commissioner of the
Federal Power Commission" He acts as one of
the Fund's experts in its National Environmental
Policy Act suits, as well as a wide variety of
other matters. He graduated valedictorian and
Order of the Coif at Hastings School of Law
where he served as Editor of the Hastings Law
Journal.
Yvonne T. Knight, a Ponca, is the first Indian
woman law school graduate from the University
of New Mexico's Indian law program and one of
the few Indian women lawyers in the country.
Her areas of special emphasis include Indian
education and economic development..
Robert S. Pelcyger, a graduate of Yale Law
School and a Fulbright Fellow, specializes in
water rights and jurisdiction problems, He
gained prior experience with DNA, the Navajo
legal services program, and as a Director of the
Escondido Office of California Indian Legal
Services where he practiced Indian law for
three years"
Leland J. Pond is an Assiniboine Indian and a
graduate of the UCLA School of Law" Mr.. Pond
was instrumental in the organization of the
Rocky Boy Indian School, which is one of the
few Indian controlled schools in the country,
Prior to joining the Fund, Mr" Pond worked with

the United Scholarship Service as the cor
munity coordinator for their Indian Correcti,
Program. Mr. Pond is presently preparing f
the Colorado Bar exam.
Thomas L. Smithson recently joined the Fun<
staff as the head of the Indian Law Back l
Center, His experiences as the only attorney,
the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dako
during the past three years make him an inva!
able asset to the Fund and all of the legal s,
vices programs across the nation which the Ba,
Up Center serves" Mr. Smithson is a graduate
the University of Michigan School of Law,
Daniel J. Taaffe compiled an impressive ac
demic record while at Boalt Hall at the Univ,
sity of California, graduating in the top 5 p
cent of his class" He acquired practical expe
ence in Indian legal problems working summt
with California Indian Legal Services" Sin
joining the Fund he has specialized in educ
tion law and prison reform.
Charles F. Wilkinson is in charge of the Fun'
Indian education project and has develop
several important litigation strategies in tI
field. Prior to joining the Fund he practic'
privately with major law firms in Phoenix al
San Francisco for five years. He is a graduate
Stanford University School of Law"

OF COUNSEL

Reid Peyton Chambers teaches administratil
property and Indian law at UCLA He studied
Oxford University, Bailliol College, prior to !
graduation from Harvard Law SchooL Prof.
sor Chambers has been counsel on several i
portant Indian lawsuits, most notably the Trar
Alaska Pipeline case, and has authored a mor
graph on the subject of government~1conflict
interest vis-a-vis Indians for the Administrati
Conference of the United States.
Thomas N. Tureen has been involved with t
problems of Eastern Indians for several years
director of the Indian Legal Services Unit f
Pine Tree Legal Assistance in Maine" He is pi
sently working on a special research project f
the Fund relating to the problems of obtaini
federal recognition for Eastern Indians and t
relative value of state vs" federal status" tv
Tureen's special emphasis in this study is c
taining valid information for Indian organi,
tions and groups to use in the presentation
their claims, and in producing a definitive doc
ment and article which will be of use to Easte
tribes" Mr. Tureen is a graduate of George W a~

ington University School of Law"

SUPPORT STAFF OF THE FUND

Elva Arquero, Pueblo-Cochiti, Secretary to t
National Indian Law Library,
Peri M. Bateman, Oglala Sioux, Legal Secreta
Gail L. Benoist, Cheyenne River Sioux, Lei
Secretary"
Janice C. Br'ay, Kiowa, Legal Secretary"
Joan L. Carpenter, Assistant to the Direct.
Terri M. Cohen, Assistant Bookkeeper
Peter S. Hrobsky, Research Assistant, Natiol
Indian Law Library,
Diana Lim, Pueblo-Acoma, Research Assista
National Indian Law Library"
Melody K. MacKenzie, Hawaiian, Librari,
Carole M. Marshan, Winnebago-Sioux, Rec'
tionist
Mayredean C. Palmer, Kiowa, Legal Secreta
Carol Reed, Crow, Legal Secretary"
Susan Rosseter, Bookkeeper
Theresa Thompson, Cheyenne River Sioux, F
Specialist..



o
Frie'aa Wagner, Pomo-Concow, Round Valley
Reservation, Legal Secretary.
Brenda Blue Ann Warwick, Cheyenne River
"loux, Receptionist.

Itricla J. Wright, Legal Secretary.
Ken Garry, David Wray, Vic Hart, Maintenance.

SUMMER LAW CLERKS

Michael D. Cox, Creek.
Frank S. laFountaine, Colville.
Patrick A. Lee, Oglala Sioux.
Barbara Larson Webb, Tlinget.
Barbara J. Walldngstick, Cherokee.

Staff Positions Open
The Fund has immediate openings for
experienced attorneys. With the excep
tion of Indian law graduates, only can
didates with three or more years of
litigation experience will be consi
dered.

The Fund is interested in applicants
with expertise in Indian law, education
law, taxation, and economic develop
ment. Federal court litigation exper
ience is especially valuable.

Resumes and inquiries should be di
rected to either David H. Getches or
John E. Echohawk at the Fund's offices
in Boulder.

In future issues of Announcel1J-ents,
legal services programs serving Indians
are encouraged to publish notices of
staff openings. The publication dead
line is the 20th of each month and
notices should be sent to Announce
ments at the Fund's offices in Boulder.

Native American
Rights Fund Offices
Requests for assistance and informa
tion may be directed to the main office,

Native American Rights Fund
1506 Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80302
Telephone (303) 447-8760

or to the Washington D.C. office,

Native American Rights Fund
1712 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Telephone (202) 785-4166

Contributions to the Native American
Rights Fund and The National Indian
Law Library are tax deductible and
should be sent to the main office in
Boulder.

Announcements
and Catalogue
Request Form
Contributions to the Native American
Rights Fund and The National Indian
Law Library are tax deductible and
may be sent to the main office in
Boulder.
Please check the boxes for publica
tions you wish to receive:

Eai9;i73·I;;;;;iA;;~~~~~:;~;;··· ... ·Cr:
ENational Indian Law Ubrary :
: Document Catalogue 0 :
E Subject Catalogue 0 :
"$Native American Rights Fund
: The National Indian Law Library
E1506 Broadway
: Boulder, Colorado 80302
"""""":-:--------------SName·~··3"7A--;dd'7r-·e-ss------------

=·.~------~----="--: City State Zip.••••....................................
IJistorical engravings from the Dover Pictorial Archive by Clarence P. Hornung

Native American Rights Fund
The National Indian Law Library
1506 Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80302
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