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Part 1. IAND FXCHAOOE. 

atAPrER 12 

LAND 

Section 1. Authority to exchange Tribal Land· 

231 

~e Blackfeet Tribe may exchange certain lam belonging to the 

Blackfeet Tribe for other land belonging to members of the Blackfeet 

Tribe, up:>n the approval of the Secretai:y of the Interior of the United 

states i.n mnf o~e with 25 US: 464 and other applicable irovisions of 

Title 25 of the United States Code and the regulations pranulgated 

thereunder irovided: 

A. ~at the land exchanged for Tribal land is of equal value to 

that of the Tribal land in question1 and 

a. IJbat the land exchanged for Tribal land is either allotted 

land held in trust for a menber of the Blackfeet Tribe by the United 

· states or land held in fee patent by a member or members of the 

Blackfeet Tribe. 

Section 2. ApJXoval of land exchange. 

Arri land exchanged under the provisions of this Olapter, Part 1, 

Illlst be appi:oved by at least two thirds (2/3) of the members of the 

Blackfeet Tribal Business Council and subsequent approval by the 

Secreta.Iy of the Interior or his authorized representative. 

Section 3. Classification of exchanged land. 

A. I.and acquired bv Blackfeet Tribe. Arr:! land acquired urrler an 

exchange as provided herein by the Blackfeet Tribe shall be classified 

as •Tribal Trust Land" and it shall be the duty of aey manber exchanging 

such land to see that his or her land is returned or placed in trust 
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status in favor of the Blackfeet Tribe before such exchange is finally 

approved as set forth in Section 2 above. 

B. Iand acxmired by nenber or members. kly Tribal land acquired 

under an exchange as provided by a member or members of the Blackfeet 

Tribe shall be classified as "Trust Land" and held in trust for such 

member or member by the united States and it shall be the duty of the 

Blackfeet Land Board to see that such Tribal la.00 so exchanged is placed 

in trust for such member or ment>er before the exchange is finally 

concluded. 

Section 4. Restrictions on alienation, descent or devise of 

exchange land. 

kl exchange under Part 1 of the Chapter bet:ween the Blackfeet Tribe 

and a member or menber of such Tribe is good only as between the two 

parties and the Blackfeet heirs of the member--exchan<Je. Land acquired 

. herein by an exchange with the Blackfeet Tribe cannot be sold or 

otherwise g> into the possession of a non-member of the Blackfeet Tribe. 

In the event that such exchanged land is to be sold by the member 

acquiring it in the original exchange, the sale must be made back to the 

Blackfeet Tribe, or, with the approval of the Larx1 Boa.rd, to another 

member of the Blackfeet Tribe, the same restrictions shall apply as 

applied to the original exchangee and the buyer of such la.00 must 

complete an exchange agreement with the Blackfeet Tribe, just as if such 

buyer was the first exchange. In no event shall a non-rnanber inherit 

any land exchanged under Part 1, of this Chapter, but such non-member 

who is found to be an heir of the original exchangee or subsequent 

exchange shall be p;iid compensation equal to the fair market value of 

such land, as api:raised under the pcCNisions of Section 10 below, by the 
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Blackfeet Tribe and said land shall thereby revert back to the Blackfeet 

Tribe and be classified as "Tribal Trust Land". 

Section 5. Mineral rights on exchanged lmx!. 

The Blackfeet Tribe shall retain all mineral rights to any Tribal 

Land Exchanged under this <llapter, prov id~ that the Tribe as title to 

such rights. AirJ allottoo land exchanged with the Tribe that was 

allotted after the year 1919 carries a reservation of mineral rights in 

favor of the Blackfeet Tribe under Act of June 30, 1919, and cited as 41 

Stat. 17 and being those allotm:mts numbered fran 12657 to 13485. Ql 

all other land, including land allotted before 1919 wherein the allottee 

retains the mineral rights and aey fee lani exchanged hereunder, the 

mineral rights shall be ex>meyed to the Tribe are inclu~ in the fair 

narket valuation of the land if such mineral rights are still retained . 
by the IDE!Dber-exchanges. 

Section§. BcM to begin land exchange, protest. 

Artf member of members of the Blackfeet Tribe desiring to exchange 

certain of his or her land for Tribal land shall p:esent a written 

application before the Blackfeet Land Board describing the land desired, 

the land of the member to be exchanged and the reasons for such 

exchange. 'lbe Land Board shall approve or disapprove such application. 

In the event sudl application is aPIXoved by the Land Board, it shall 

then cause such approval to advertised in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the Blackfeet Reservation for a period of two (2) 

weeks in order to all<M airf legitinate protest to be made and heard 

against such prop:>sed exchange by any member of the Blackfeet Tribe. 

/>rt;/ such protest nust be in writing and sutmitted to the next rooeting of 

the Land Board after such notice in the newspiper. 'lbe protest shall 
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set forth all the reasons for such protest and at the meeting of the 

Land Board wherein the protest is heard, both the applicant and the 

protester shall be present and shall each ixesent individual arguments 

to the Land Board. In the event of any such protest, the Chainnan of 

the Land Boa rd shall notify the applicant of the protest an1 of the 

hearing date. After such hearing, the Land Board shall make a final 

decision mXI forward such decision to the Blackfeet Tribal Business 

Council. 

Section 7. Aprea! fran decision of the Land Board. 

Aey appl.icmt whose application for land exchange has been denied 

by the Land Board may api:eal such decision to the Blackfeet Tribal 

Business Council. Slch am;eal shall be presented to a menber of the 

executive board of such Couooil in writing and the Courx:il shall hold a 

hearing on the natter at the next regularly scheduled meeting. such 

api:eal rust be made within five (5) days after the denial of the 

application by the Land Board. Aey person whose protest on such larXl 

exchange has been denied by the Land Board nay also a~al to the 

Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, in the same manner as set out for the 

applicant above. ~e Blackfeet Tribal Business Couooil shall cooouct a 

hearing on aey appeal fran a decision of the Land Board on a land 

exchange and its decision, arrived at by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the 

members thereof, shall be final up:>n the ratification of the approval of 

any land exchange under this Chapter, the Blackfeet Tribal Business 

Council shall then cause such approval to be forwarded to the Secretary 

of the Interior or his authorized representative for final aptroval. 



( 

( 

235 

/ 

Section 8. Procedure after final apixova1 of land exchange. 

After a land exchange has been finally ap{%oved umer this Olapter 

as set out in Section 2, above, the Blackfeet Tribe and the member

exchangee shall execute a DUtual agreement setting forth the terms of 

the exchange, together with arq am all ap~icable legal instrmoonts 

which will bring such exchanged land un:ler the J.XO~r classification as 

set forth in Section 3 A and B above. SUch instnments mall be 

attached to the exchange agreanent. nte exchange agreenent shall 

incorporate arq and all of the exJ,Xess restrictions foum in this 

<llapter, Part 1. In the event a menber-exchange sells such exchmged 

land to another member of the Blackfeet Tribe, the Land Board and the 

Blackfeet Tribal Business Courx:il nust app:ove such sale and the blyer 

of such exchange land nust execute an exchange agreeoont with the Tribe 

as set out above. 

Section 9. Governing pdncipl.es of Land Exchange. 

'lhe Blackfeet Land Board, in acting upon any application for an 

exchange of land under this <llapter shall apply the p:inciple of 

maintaining and conserving Tribal LalXi ·to the best principle of 

naintaining and conserving Tribal Land to the best advantage of the 

Blackfeet Tribe and its members. 1he Land Board shall have the J?O'i'er 

to make certain guidelines, including, but not limited to: 

A. No exchange shall cut off water or a right of wey to either 

Tribal Land or a member's land, but in the event that a right of wey is 

needed in such an exchange, such right of wey shall be negotiated and 

contained in the exchange agreenent; 
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B. First priority shall be given to exchanges which will benefit 

a member's livelihood and/or which shall consolidate certain tracts of 

Tribal Land. 

Section 10. ApJ:caisal of land to be exchanged. 

'!be Blackfeet Tribe am the msnber-exchange shall· accei:t: the 

apiraisal of the fair narket value of the land as nade by the. United 

States Goverrurent, unless either i:arty takes exception to such 

appraisal, in which event either party nay cause additional app:aisals 

to be made up:>n the land in question. In the event the seoooo or 

slbsequent appraisal differs greatly fran that of the United States 

Government, the two (2) parties may then neg:>tiate the appraisal pdce 

of the fair market value of the land in question and arrive at a 

satisfactocy figure for both i:arties. If an apixaisal price cannot be 

agreed up:>n within sixty (60) days after the first govemnent aP1%aisal, 

_the Blackfeet Tribe am/or the member- exchange have the right to refuse 

the land exchange. 

Section 11. Regulations made pursuant to this chapter. 

'!be Blackfeet Land Board shall have the right to pranulgate 

regulations which will facilitate the p.irposes of Part 1, of this 

Olapter as set forth above. Slch regulations nust be approved by the 

Blackfeet Tribal Business Couooil and shall be kept in the Blackfeet 

Land off ice for public inspection. 

(AOOPrm BY ORDINAOCE NO. 49 PASSED 'lBE 13m DAY OJ DOCEMBER, 1974 

BY 'IHE BIACKFEm' TRIBAL BU~ <XXJlOL) 

APmOIID BY StJPERINrmomr SHELBru£R, JANUARY 24, 1975. 
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section 1, 01. Title. 

237 

'Ibis Ordinance, adop:ed by the Tribal Business Council of the 

Blackfeet Iooian Reservation, pcovides for interim regulation of all use 

of land and water areas, based on the Blackfeet canprehensive Plan, aoo 

provides for the adninistration and enforeement thereof. ~e Ordinance 

shall be knCMn as the "Interim zoning Ordinance• of the Blackfeet Indian 

ReseIVation. 

section 1.02. Authority. 
! 

'lbis Ordinance is adop:ed and enforced through the po1o1ers of the 

Blackfeet Tribe of Indims. 

section 1.03. Purpose. 

'Ibis Ordinance is adoP:ed to allow reasonable use of the land 

consistent with the canp:ehensive Plan, to protect the environmmt, the 

. land and water resources, and to p:otect the Blackfeet people against 

loss caused by improper use of land and water areas, to p:event 

overcrowding, to pranote the health, safety, morals, convenien::e, 

canfort, prosperity and general welfare of the population. 

section 1.04. Method. 

'.Ibis interim Ordinance establishes basic pennitted uses and provide 

for revia.i1 of all other prop:>sed uses by the Land Board am their 

apixoval, denial or ronditional ap{X'oval based on standards adotf:ed by 

the Land Board. 

section I.OS •. Scope, 

'lbis Ordinance applies to all buildings, and to uses of all trust 

and non-trust land and all water areas within the exterior boundaries of 

the Blackfeet. Indian Reservation. N:> land or water or building shall be 
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hereafter used or chan~ in use . except in canpl.iance with these 

regulations. 

Section 2.01. Zones. 

'!he Blackfeet Indian Reservation is hereby divided into zones as 

foll<MS: 

"C" Conservation zone 
11 011 Urban ZOne 

Section 2.02. Extent of Zones. 

'!he "tr' Urban Zone shall include the area within the tams of 

Browning, Babb, Blackfoot, East Glacier, Heart Butte, St. M3.cy and Starr 

SChool, as indicated in the Blackfeet canprehensive Plan. All other land 

and water areas shall be in the •c- Conservation ZOne. 

S.ICrION 3.00. "C" <XHIBRVATION ZONE. 

Section 3.01. Purpose. 

~e pirpose of the •c• Conservation Zone is to reserve the 

ecological quality of the Reservation while alla.dng reasonable use of 

the land and water areas in a l<M density of developnent consistent with 

the rural character of the Reservation. 

Section 3.02. Permitted Uses. 

Natural areas not modified by man and the following: 

1. Agriculture, 

2. Rural single-family recreation areas, 

3. Public i:ark and recreation areas, 

4. FUblic and semi-pt.blic buildings, 

5. Uses accessory to the above uses. 
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Section 3,03. Conditional Uses. 

All conditional uses are slbject to review by the Land Board, and 

are stbject to such conditions as are rEqU.ired by this Ordinance and 

such other conditions, as the Land Board nay determine. All other uses 

not listed shall be subject to review by the Land Board, which mall 

determine whether th~ are p:'ohibited or pemitted conditionally. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

Business, 

Industcy, 

Residential stbdivision, 

C<Jnmercial recreation, 

Extraction, sand and gravel pi.ts, oil wells, 

Two-fanily residence, multi-fanily residence, 

MX>ile Hane i;:ark, mobile bane, 

Airport. 

Section 3.0f. water, waterfront. 

'lbe use of all lakes, rivers and streans, and the use of all 

adjoining lard areas 1/2 mile or less f ran the shore line at the main 

water level shall be 'swject to review by the Land Board. 'lhe Land 

Board ~ allOI as conditional uses a residance, residential 

stbdivision, resort, caomercial recreation, pblic building stbject to 

the regulations of the Ordinance and standards adoi;ked by the Land Board 

provided such uses are in compliance with health standards, including 

sewage disposal. 'lhis watering of livestock directly frau lakes, rivers 

and streans shall be prohibited. 

Section 3.05. Standards. 

'lbe Land Board shall adoP: standards including those for setbacks, 

density of developrent, enviromrental quality, off-street p:ukinq, signs 
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and ferces, which shall apply to all uses. '!he Land Board may impose 

more strict re:iuirenents for any conditional use. 

SOCTION 4.00. "tr' URBAN ZONE. 

Section 4. O 1. l\lrpose. 

'!he pirpose of the "CJ" Urban Zone is to provide. for the developnent 

of towns in accordance with the can{X'ehensive Plan at greater densities 

that the general !CM density rural character of the Resetvation, and to 

protect the enviroruoont through reasonable regulatioos. 

Section 4.02. Pemitted Uses. 

1. Residential slbdivision, 

2. Single-family residence, 

3. Two-family resioonce, 

4. 1\Jblic i:ark and recreation area, 

5. P\blic and seui-ptblic buildings, 

6. Uses accessoey to the above uses. 

Section 4.03. Prohibited uses. 

1. Eictraction, sand and gravel pits, oil wells. 

Section 4.04. Conditional uses. 

All ex>nditional uses are stbject to review by the Land Board and 

are subject to sucb conditions as are re:iuired by this Ordinance and 

such other conditions as the Land Board may detennine. All other uses 

not listed shall be subject to reviei by the Land Board which shall 

determine whether they are IXohibited or i:;ecnitted conditionally. 

1. caamercial recreation, 

2. Business located in accordance with the canprehensive 

Plan, 



( 

( 

( 

241 

/ 

3. Industry located in accordance with the Canprehensive 

Plan, 

4. M:>bile bane, mobile hane p:lrk, 

s. M.llti-family residen::e, 

6. Agriculture. 

Section 4.os. stanmrds. 

'lbe Land Board shall c:doll: standards including those for setbacks, 

density of developnent, environmental qual~ty, off-street i:arking, signs 

and femes, which shall appiy to all uses. '"1lle Land BOard may impose 

more strict requirement for ~conditional use. 

SfCrION S.00. GmERAI. RFlJCJlml1ENlS. 

Section s.01. Mi..ninlml Requirements. 

'lbe regulations of this Ordinance are minim.In re:;ruiranents ·and may 

not be reduced excep: by the Tribal Business Council through appeal or 

. amemnent. 'lbe Land Board is delegated to administer end interpret this 

ordinance, to adop: standlrds, to approve or dany conditional uses. 'lhe 

Land Board may impose m.:>re strict requiranents for conditional uses than 

the mini.mm established by this Ordinance. 

Section 5.02. Plblic Hearing Plblic Notice. 

Art:{ r~est for conditional use shall be coosidered by the Land 

Board at a p.blic hearing. I\Jblic notice shall al)[.'ear in a newspiper of 

general circulati<Xl on the Reservation prior to such public hearing. 

'llle Land Board shall ~et not less than monthly to consider zoning 

natters. 

Section 5.03. Use Pecnit Required. 
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Any i:erson desiring to alter the existing use of any land, water or 

building and any person desiring to use land, water areas or erect a 

building shall first obtain a use peanit fran the Land Board. 

Section S.04. N:>n-Conforming Uses. 

Use of land, water of b.Jildings which lawfully existed at the 

effective date of this Ordinance but which does not canply ~ith the 

regulations of this Ordinance nay be continued. SJch use shall not be 

changed except to a permitted use or to a conditional use if approved by 

the Land Board stbject to the - regulat!ollr6f--the zone- iICWhich it is 

located. 

Section 5.05. Appeals. 

'Arrf person may appeal in writing to the Tribal Business Coumil a 

decision of the Land Board. 'lhe decision of tlie Tribal Business Council 

on any appeal shall be fJnal. 

Section s .06. }Jnenanent. 

'lhe Tribal Business Courx:il shall, prior to any action anerding 

this Ordinance, request a reviEM and recamnendation f ran the Land Board. 

section 5 .07. Mninistration and Enforcement. 

1be Land Board is hereby designated to adninister and enforce this 

Ordinance, issue peanits, inspact p:operties and enforce violations. 

1be Land Board may employ building insi.:ectors to assist in cariying out 

its responsibilities. 

Arr:! person who violates, discbeys, refuses to comply with or 

resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall 

be deaned guilty of a misdemeanor and up:>n conviction thereof shall for 

each offense be pinished by a fine in arq sun not exceeding entree 

HundrEd Dollars ($300.00) or imprisoned for a term not exceeding 1birty 
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(30) days, or both such fined and inq>risorment. Fach dly that a 

violation is oontinued shall oonstitute a seiarate offense. 

Section s .oe. Validity, Effective Date. 

Should any p:>rtion of this Ordinance be declared invalid, this 

shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or other pirt 

thereof excep: the p:>rtion declared invalid. 

Whenever there is a difference between this Ordinance and any other 

Ordinance in effect, the more strict Regulation shall apply. 

-'litis Ordina.nee mall take ···effect a00 be in force thirty (30) days 

after its i:assage. 

Passed by the Blackfeet Tribal Business Cowx:il: July 10, 1973 

EFFro!'IVE: August 10, 1973 

(mIS om>nwa: 121-A WAS PM3Sm BY mE BUQFERT TRIBAL BUSINESS 

CXXJN:IL CN JOLY 10, 1973) FOR mE ~ SPICIFIED ~ 

mcHJIG\TID RmStJANr m mm omnwa, SEE: zamG. ST~ CX>NrAnm 

AT mE Brat m 'IBE croo tJNIER ORD>IFIED ORD~. 


