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Art1ERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUGT • 

CA.'iO:i 1 

A Judge Should Cphold t..c.e 
lnt.eirrfty t..nd Inde~ndtr.c.e 

of the Judici.a.ry 

An Independent and honorable Judici.s· 
ry I.A lndiaperu.a.ble to Ju.itice In our wci~lJ. 
A judge should participate In "'t.abli1hine. 
m.alntalnlni'·· and enforcLnz, a..cd ihou!d 
blmuU o~rve, hJ~h 1tandud.s o{ conduct 
"' that the lnt<iT!tr and lndependeacc oI 
the judiciary mar be preuned The pn>Yi-

l•1l•iiia or w. Code should be corutrued md 
applied to further that obj<CUH. 

A. 

CANON% 

A Judire Should Avoid lmproprletJ 
and the Appearance of Impropriety 

in AU HLI Ac:tJ,i!.les 

...,ith the'.;:.·.·• .,:;....-:J ::.: ...... ..: .:·~;:: .. ; •• ;: ."i~· 

M{f s..t ..Ul t..ilTIC1 ;;1 l f:\'i.."tl'l'!:" L~ 

promo_te.1 ?Ublic c0nnG,:."lce !n :....';~ 1::1-
Ug-rity 1\nd Lll;."-J.rtJ • .,.i;,;- 'Ji L.1~ j'..i..;'.c!:..."l· 

rj. 

A Judi;e 1hould cot aJJo~· hill family, 
a.ocl.a.I, or other relatlon.11hip-! to Influ
ence h.U Judicial conduct or judJ
menL He 1hould not lend tht p~ 
tlge or hl1 office tu ac!"tl\nce t..'ie 
private !nt1::-~:ii.3 0( ot!'·~.t::~: 11.11r

ahould h-e ":::!'>nYe:r or ;.~:-::r:jt 0Li1:....., t.o

C':')nTe..;r L.'1.-:- '.l':'l.;;~·~i.•:.':i '-1....<>.t ·:-. .::·: t..r-:. 
l.n t X?·~!.l.'. .~'.;-":~'. ~,,, ~.:, !;;.-::.;·:~.:~ 

1-.ie Ji·~·:it:i·J .~>.1r. '...":"".~:·· ··;.:..r:t.:1..i.:·· 

... , ... 

l •TM ~ of Ju&cial C.:.1,..:fuct wu ~-~j.W by th. 
fioua.e of DekpU. of th.! Ar:-.•.:.:ia . .a &r A.l~OOn oa 
AUi"\L&t 16, 1r,z. ©0--il . .-tii"~l 1~72, }.r-•;rio.."l &.r }.;:i,o

Calit~:i. R..::1r.r.t.t . .J vt•."i i-r. ... ~ ..... x.... ... 

C'.l:nrnent.ary 

PubLic confideQce in the jud.iciuy ;. erod
ed by irresponsible or impccper conduct by 
judges. A judge must avoid all impccpr'.ety 
and appearance of impccpriety. He rnWlt 
e>:pect to be the subje<t of constant. pubLic 
scrutiny. He must therefore a.ccept rutric
tion.s oc ,his conduct that might be viewed as 
burden.some by the ordinary citiun 11.Ild 
should do ao freely &nd willicirly. 

The testimony of a judge .,. a ch&racter 
witness inject.a the prestige of hia office into 
the proceeding in which he testllle! and may 
be misunde.nitood to be a.n official test:im<>tti
al This Canon, however, does oot afford 
him a privilege spic.st testifying in reaponu 
to ac official aummon.s. 

It is inappropriate for a judg-e to hold 
membership in any organiutioc that pn.c
tic= invidi<>WI diacrimin.ation OD t.M bu.ia' of 
race, !.EX, religion, or ution.a..l origin. l:!errr
bership of a judge in a.n o,....mueoc thit 
practices in vhlio.u discrimination may ifve 
rue to perception.s by minorities, women, 
and others, that the judge's impa...-ti.tlit-t io 
impaired. "\\'bet.her e.n org"'1iz.ation pr= 
tices invidiou.3 dia.crimL'"latioo i:a often a com
plex question to which judges ehould be ien

oitive. The ac.swer can.cot. be determined by 
a mere examination of M org"'1iz.ation'a cur
rent memO-,,.,,hip cells but nit.her depend.. 
U!'On the hi.story of the orlfO.lllr.ation'a woc
tion of members UJd other relennt !Ac'..c..-.. 
U~...ste!y, ~acli judre :-nu.st dete...-:n.i.ce tn e:, 
~d'le's own cor..zl".ie:li:e w~e~.hu 11'.l n~ .. 
tioc of '.irhic..~ t}ir~ judge i.3 EL roe::<~ p:-.l.l.'"'
bces invidious fu.::..-:min.aCon. 1 

L Thi. ~en.pt. WT• l"oll-!t:-d OQ AUi:1J.1l 7, l~ by 
the Ar.-.~rio.n Bu A.J.a~-~tion Hou.s.e o! 0.,kj,"'C!Oll rr"-"'1.
iA1 in~-o. -
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CANON 3 

A Judie Sh-Ould Perform the Duties 
or HI• Offitt Impartially and 

Dlll~nUy 

The judicial dutJes of • judg10 take pre
C"'e1lt:nc<C oT~r 1.ll hl.. olMr act1Yitle&. H\1 
judicial ""!l"' lndude all the duties or his 
offic<: pr=riheJ by la,.. In t..'>e p<norm· 
ance of t:.es<: dutle<, the followlnr •1.>.n· 
dard.I •ppl:r. 

A.. Adjudlcathe RHp<>nalbi!ltle>. 

(!) A Jud;< ahould l>e falWul to the 
law and m..itlnta.ln pro(e-s..!lonal 
comyct.ence In lL He shoutd b-e 
ur.'""'J«l by partl>an lnt<"'1!t.s. 
public cla..mor, or fe-ar of critl~ 
ci.sm.. 

(2) A Judi< •hould malntaln order 
and decorum Jn proceeding> b... 
fore him. 

(3) A Judi> •hoold l>e pal.lent, dlgnl· 
.fl«'. u·d court.eow to llUranl&, 
jurors. 1'ltn~ la"]er&, and 
<>L'>crs .,..Jth "hom he dealo In hlo 
omcl.al ta1'3Clty. and •hould ,.... 
qulre almllar conduct or 1.aw
yen, ud o( hl• rtarf, court om
d&la, and othen 1ub)ed to his 
dlrcdlon and control 

Commentary 

The duty to hear a.JI proceedings fairly 
and with patient<> is not inconsistent with the 
duty to W.pooe promptly of the business of 
Ll-:e c-;;,:,;1:, C .... 1~..! can be eff~nt and busi
r.:~.;;· ::,::: ::.::-:;:.: >:i:;.; patient and delib-?rat.e. 

{-!) .\ jt.::r.!.{e ahoufd a..xord to every 
r=n .,,ho I• lccally lnt<re•~ 
~n 21. ,-rix~lng, or hla Ia""'Y~r. 

foll riP,t to l>e he=d -=<:Jrdlnf 
to lew, L"ld, exC:ept u authorit.e-d 
by 1~,,,., neither lnltle:te nor con .. 
eldcr ez pane or other eom.mu
nicaUon:s concernlnr a pending 
or impending proeeedlnf. A 
judi~. however, m•r obtain the 
~d'l"1~ of a. dfsin~~ted expert 
o "'' t...~~ ta,., appl!c--....b1e to tt. pro--

«edlnf before him I! he fin• 
noUce. to the partl .. of the P<Or· 

aon <:<>n•ulW and the aub•tance 
or the adnce. and o!rord• the 
partl.. rtawnable opportunity 
to ,...pond. 

Commentvy 

The p rooc.ri p ti on a gains t comm un ica tio"" 
concerning a proce-edi ng include~ eommuni-
cations from lawyer.1. law teachen, <nd oth
er persoM who are not participanc.. in the 
proceeding, except to the limited extent per· 
mitte<l. !t d°"" not p""'lude a judge from 
consulting with other judgeo, or with court 
perwnnel wh- functi<>n io w aid the judge 
in carrying out his a.djudiotfre respon>ibil~ 
tie.. 

Ah appropriate and often de•trahle pro<:-e
d~ for B court to obtain the s.dvice. of B 

disintereote<l e.xp<rt on legal is•ue> i.o to 
invite him to file a brief amicu.< cun'M. 

(5) A jodxe •hould dl•po~ prompUy 
of the bu•ln.,.. o( the court. 

Commentary _ 

Prompt dispoeition of the court's bus~ 
nesa requires a judge to devote adequate 
time to hi.! duties, to be panetual In attend
ing court and expeditiou.o in determining 
matt.en under submwion, and w insist that 
court oft"Jcials, litigant. and their lawyers 
cooperate-with him to that end. · 

(6) A judge should ab.taln from 
public comment about a pendlnr 
or lml"'ndlng proettding in any 
court, and should require aim!· 
!ar ~o.t.entlon on the part or 
court p-e!b-Onnel 1ubje-ct to hl.a 
direction a.nd control ThJa sub
kctlon d""1! not prohibit judr>" 
from m:e.kln:: public 1Utcmenta 
In the coun.e or thelr omclaJ 
duti'11 or !'rom cxplalnlnir for 
public lnformsUon lhe proc .. 
du~ of the court. 

Commentary 

"Coo.rt personnel" d~~ not include the 
lawyers ill a pro;:e;,.iing he!ore a judge. The 

co 
or 

B 
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COOE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

conduct of lawyers ;. governed by DR7-107 
ot the Cod4 of Profeuional Hupcnsibilit'j. 

(7) A judrc 1hould prohibit broa.d
cutint. tclevi1ir.t •. recordinr or 
phot.orn.ph1nl} ht courtroom• 
and a..rta1 lmmei.i~iy adjacent 
thereto dur...~,g v.~.ri·on• of court, 
or rccesa.e1 b~tw~..n i.cuiona, ex
c.ept th.at under rult1 pru.cribed 
by a 1u~ni.!lni ap-pcI!ale court 
or olher approprialt: authority, a 
judre may authori~e broadCut
ini. t.elevi•in;t, rttordin& and 
photop-aphir.g or J~dlclal pro
C«-Cf \ n g-a l n ..: o u rtttl-('1 m.J and ar • 
es..i imme-diat..:!y W:ia:..cent there
to corl.31..!t.ent wilh. the right of 
the parti"" t.o • l>ir trial and 
aubje<t to t:tprei• condition1, 
llmll•tlon•, and 1uldellnu 
which allow 1uch coverage ln a 
ro..a..nner_ that will be unobLrU1ire, 
"'Ill nol di.It.rs.ct ll>e t.'1a.l partici
panu..., and will not .U'l~.L;erwls.t in
terfere with the a&tninl.atratlon 
of jw~' 

B. Admln!rtra11ve Re>p-0,..llllliU.._ 

(1) A judre should dilircntly dl.1-
charie hi• admlnbtratlve re
aporuiblliti~. tr.AiaWn proCes.-
alonal com pdence In judicial 
admlnlatrallon, and facilitate 
Uie performance of.the iu!minls
traUTe f"ejponsibiliti.es of other 
Judges a.nd court officUla. 

{"' .\ ~:,;:.:'. (": ~f;i.~·i:,'. ,-:-~'..'..ii-!" hi:!. at..s..ff 
::..r,d .:•::.u.rt ~;;'_,::~l ~uOjl."'Ct W hU 
d.lrecrJ.on ti.~·:! C\..<_r.u-.;;I to obti.cn-e 
t.'1'! a-ta.nda;·~:.:i ;,;' :it!<?!it7 s.nd dll
tr-nc-:: L"-..at J.~·?ii' ta- .him. 

(3) A Judie ahfiuld tak>! or lnitiat..e 
approprl.e.t.c di~ciplinary m~t1.-

1ure9 .,-a.in•t a judcc or Lawyer 
for unprofessional conduct of 
whlcb the judge ""'Y k<ome 
awar-c. 

t. .tu. u,-..... ":::-::.,,: ,1.':;.r~ ... ~ ::. :::~~ . .\.7'<!;~" w Auo6 
lt:-;:;i.l ~:A.:...<\ .:~ ·~···~1,;-'f'.'...:c~. :4..: .~~-;..:-:,~~ ;.-u ?...:;ort 10'1'. 

Commentary 

Di.adplinary meuureo may lnclude re
portinl( a lswyer'a tnisconduct to an appro
priate disciplinary body. 

(4) A Judie should not inake unnec· 
eu.arJ' appointments. He •hould 
exerci.M: lili po'O'er or &pp-Oint
ment only on the hula o( merit, 
avoldinf ncpoilim and !avorit,. 
bm. He should not approve 
compcnoaUoo or appoln~ J>e.. 
7ond the fa.l.r 1'a.Jue of a.crvic.e1 
rendered. 

Commentary 

Appointees of the judge include ol!icia!a 
such as 1 referees, commissioners, special 
ma.st.era, receivers, guardians and !"'ra<innel 
such LB derl<B, secretarie., and bailiffs. 
Consent by the parties to an appointment or 
an awa.r<l of com!"'nsation does not relieve 
the judg-e of the obligation prescn'bed by this 

·subsection. 

C Dlsquallllca.t!on. 

(1) A Judre should dlsquall/y him· 
..,It LD a proceedlnz In w ltlch hi.a 
lmpa.rtiallty mliht ~nably be 
qu .. Uoncd, lncludlni but not 
limited to ln.stanooa where: 

(a) be b.ao a pen<>ial blu or 
prejudice roncernlnz a par
ty, or penoruil knowlcd~ 
of dl•puted evidentlary 
fa.ct. ron<=nln,f. the pro
e=dln;:; 

(b) ~ kncd u la,,7cr In th<0 
ma.tt.e.r in eontroT eny, or a 
l.a"')'er -..it.h .,,hom be p~ 
Tiou1l7 pra-ctlced law 
>crTcd durl~ BUCb a.u-O<la· 
Uoa u a ta,....,. er eoncun..lng 
the m.ott.cr, or th<O Judre or 
•ucb 1& ... 7er b.u been a ma
terbJ · w-itneu eon.ecmlnr 
It; 
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Comment.uy 

A l&wyer in a governmentAl agency does 
not n~1y have e.n usociation with oth
er lawyer> employed by tlut agency within 
th<! ~g of um subsection; a judge for
m<!rly employed by a go.-ernmen uJ •gency, 
h""'"'"er, should clioqu.alify hlmaelf in a pro
<:eedllig if hia impartiality might reuonably 
be qo.,.tioned b<>cauu of ouch association. 

(cl h~ know• that he. Jndlvlda· 
ally .. or ... nduclary, or 
hl• 1pouu or minor child 
l'ftldlng- Ln hi• hoURhold, 
h.tu a nnancLe.1 lnt.erttt In 
the tobject matter ln eo·n· 
troTeny or In a -p:.3..rl:r t.o 
th• pro<~Jni. or any oth
er lnl.<rtt\ that could ~ 
1ubrla!ltlally e.ffeckd by 
the outcome or the pro
~lnr, 

(d) he or hi• 1pou..,, or • p<r
. oon within the third degTtt 
o( relatlon1hlp to either or 
the..,; or the 1poaR or ruch 
a penon: 

Comm<nta.ry 

(I) b a party to the pm
eetdtni. or an omcer, 
dlttcU>r, or trurtee of 
a party; 

(II) la actlnr R.I a lawyer 
In the pro<~lng; 

n.e fact th.at • la.,,,er in • proceeding ls 
1f::E.~: .. ~-d ;z;-ith a lsw f .. r:n i;i.fti; which & law
y~~iA&re of the juci6e La affiliated doe3 
not ot itulf dillquali..'y the judge. Under 
a";"Pnpi.sta c::ircmmts.oc~. the fact th.at ''h~ 
;,;,p...-tia!ity might re&aall!lbly be qu .. tion
ed" nnder Canon SC{l), or th.at the lawyer
relative la knOW1l by the judge to ltave an 
lnte,.,,.t In the law firm that could be "aul>-
1tantially affected by the outcome of t..'le 
pl'OC10eding" under Canon SC{JXdXilll m.ay re
qui..--e hj, di.qualification. 

(Iii) i. known by the Jud.
to have an lnterezt 
t.'l•t could ~ m~-~r.
tiJ5.il 7 ~'! t<" .. e<l bi t.h f! 

outco- or the p,.,.. 
ettdlni; 

(!v) la to the Jud1e'1 
k.nowledre likely to~ 
a material witneaa In 
the p t'1'.>«ed I n ~ 

(%) A Judie 1hould Inform hJm..,lf 
about hi• p<n<>nal and flducl&IJ' 
financial Int.er-est.A. and m.t.lce· 1. 

rea.sonable efTort t..o Inform hlm-
0<eJr about the p<n<>nal nnanclal 
lni.<?eltl or hb 1poUR 8.Jld mi
nor children re1ldln1 Jn hla 
hou..,hold. 

(3) For the pu~ or this o.«Uon: 

(•) the d<gree or relallonsl;llp 
b calculaW a=onllnf to 
the clr11 law 1yitem; 

Com-n t.a.r:r 
Acrording to the civil law •Y•t.em, the 

third degree of relatiooahip test would, for 
example, clioqDAli!y the judge if hia or hia 
apowe'e. father, grandfather, oncle, brother, 
or ciere'1 huoband were a party or lawyer in 
the procming, but would not di!qu.ali!y him 
if a couin were a party or lawyer in the 
proceeding. 

(b) "fiduciary" Lncludea 1uch 
relatlonahlpa u eucutor, 
admlnlrtn.tor, tru•Ue. and 
ru ard I an; 

(c) .. flnanclal int.erttt" mu.na 
ownership or a legal o'r eq
ui~blc Interest. ho,,.eTer 
1m.all, or·-·a-·rc-·!all'Otr,·h:fp""·~-~

dlrector, iu!l"Uor, or other 
act!Te partldpant In the a!· 
fairs of a party, except 
Uiat: 

(J) o.,..,,enhlp In a mutu
al or com-mon lnTtst
ment rand that hold• 
~riUea 11 not a "fi
nancial lntcrc1tH In 
auch seccritlt-t un1e~1 
th<> J~dre J>'U'l!cl,..tes 
tn ~"':~ ~arts~m"nt ot 
t.1.::-: l•.:nd: 
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(ll) an office In an e<lµca· 
t.iona..l, re:lijioua. char· 
llable, frat~rnal. or 
clvlc org-snizatlon i.. 
nol a ... flruincial int.er· 
c1'l .. \n a..e<urities held 
by Lht: or.ra. .. "ll.2.alio,n; 

OH) the proprietary Int.er· 
e:st of :s. policy holder 
ln a mutu::tl lnsurancc 
company, of a dcpo11l
tor ln a mutual a.av
lnrs auociation, or a 
sinti\ar proprietary 
lntere•l. bi • "finan· 
cial int..ere!it"' in the 
ortaniution only lf 
the out.come o! the 
proc..,.iin' could 1ub-
1tan llally affect the 
value of the lntereat..; 

(iv) ownenhip of iovern-
1I1ent u-curititt i.J a 
.. financi.al interest." in 
the wuer only lf the 
out.come of lhe pro
ce~dint could 5Ub· 

s:..ar:.tiai;:• af:."';;:ct the 
''"' · ...•. -:." ~ .. :."e lieCUrl· 

D. Remitt.al of :;:~._;:.;3....';:·;c:.!!\Vn. A jud~e 
dlJ..qualir.ed ';y t.b.-e 1 .... r,:.11 al Ca.non 
3C(l}(c) or W.aon JC\i){d) may, ln· 
1!.cad of withdrawing from the pro
eeedini. di~los-e on the record the 
ba.1i1 or his disqualification. If, 
ba.&ed on auch dis-clu .. ure. the partf1::11 
and la'!lf')'eni, Independently of the 
judge's par'.icipation, all airee ln 
writing Ui.at the Ju.Jg'!·~ r~!at:cnt1hip is 
i.rn~":l.:i~C:~.U or ~1lt1. ~:i . ., ~-::!.'!.:-.~:al int.er-

p.a.L.:! ;~ :~~:'! ;;r-::.:•::." .. :.'":.;. T:)e a;rn;:-e
motnL. Ji;;nc-j Jy :-t...i )<.'-_-j~ J.nd law
yers, sha.il be inc:>rp·oraUd in the 
record of the pr<x:coding. 

Gommentaz:y 

This procedure m dc:::i,~:-i1.:1! to mini1ni:re 
tlle ch.ancc t.l: . ..at · ?. • ~~·y ::;.: ·\;;··'"·::tr ;r:i!i [...:-: 1 

coeiu<l into an a.irreemenL When a party i.s 
not immediately available, the judge without 
violating thi.s s.ectioo IDAY procee<:I on the 
written B.ssun..qc.e o! the ts. .. .-yer that his 
party'a con>ent will b<! auba.e'Queotly file<l. 

A Judie M•Y En~e In Acllvlll .. 
to lmpro'< t.he Ls,., the Lepl 

Sy•t.em. and t.he Admlnl!trallon of 
Ju.sU~ 

A judge, 1ubj~t to the proper perform· 
ance of hi• judicial dutlea, may engage ln 
the followin& qull.ll;·]udic!a.I acllvitiu, lf ln 
doini .so he d~ not ca.at doubt on hlc 
capacity to decide lmparlially 8.nJ' luue 
that may come before him: 
A. He tna7 speak, write. le<ture, te&ch, 

and participate ln other o.cthltiu 
toncernl04 the law, the lqal 1y1tezn, 
and the administration or Justice. 

B. Be may ap~ at a public hearlnc 
before an execuUTe or lefialatiTt 
body or otricla.J on matt.en coneun
lni the I.Aw, the leg?tl •:ntem. and the 
admlnl»t.r1'llon or Jwll~. and he may 
othcrwi.w cOJUUlt;. 1f.·Lth an executive 
or lc:t...sh.tive b:o--:ty o-r omclal, but on
ly on =~n ""'1c:eatill.t t,'i.e s.d.'Ulni.>
tration of j1,.tice. 

c. He tn.A11-U'YC zu: Si m·er.:i.b.cr. omcu. or 
director of an. o~on or rovern
men!al ~ncy d"'o~ t.o the lm· 
provcment of the le.""', the le--cal 1ya
t.em. or the adminl&traUon or ju1Uce. 
He ma.y a..aabt auch an o~&.n.iz.atlon 

In nilii04 fun.dl< and may partlclpat.e 
In their ma:nqeau~.o-t. and l-nTestment. 
but 1hou!d aot pcn-0nzillr partlclp,a!.<! 
In public fun<f .ai.sfng ...,. .. hitito. He 
;:r..ay tn:U..e· ~~&Q.j t.'l ;>!:bile 
a..'1d ;>ri .,,-,,:!:.:'- r~~i:.\f-'1' . .;: '4-i!?lid:::s r.-n 
pro-jcd& l!Zd: p-ro~~-"· ~:acemL"'IJ U'-1~ 
law~ the k¢ a)"!!tu"i; 5.n·d t.he a.Gmb
btration of Ju•dce. 

Commentary 

M, a judicial officer and pers-On s!)"cially 
learned in the lsw, a judKe is in • uniqce 
position to contrib1ite to .th~ ir::~1r\.l'i~m~r:t of 
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the law, Ille legal ayotem, and the adminis
tration of jU&tice, including revision of aub
•tantive and pn>cedw-al law and improve
ment of criminal and juvenile justiC<!. To the 
extent tti&t hia time permits, he ia en
courag..l to do so, either independently or 
tlu·ough • bar as.w:iation. judicial confer, 
er ..... --e, or ot.~r organiu.tion de<i.k3ted to the 
irr.;:rrovemeflt of the law. 

£,.--tn-jlldi<'.al activitie> are governed by 
Canon 5. 

A Jud!< Should ~JUlate HI• 
Extra.Judicial Acthiti<0 to 

Minimize the Rl•k o( O:mnlct with 
Ht. Judklnl !h>UM 

A. Avoei.tlon>I ActlvltlC3. A Jud,;c m•r 
writ.r, lecturt, l.e.3-('h, and &p-eak on 
non-lqal subject>, 1md cnpgc In ~ 
a.T'..J, 1por''"3, and other !-OCla.l :!.nd r-e-c· 
lt:!tlonal .e..ctlvlUe-!.. if !\lch avocation· 
al u!ITltl"' do not detract from the 
dlpi~tJ oC_hl.1 om~ or Interfere _with 
th• !'<rformance of hla Judlclsl duties. 

Commeniarr 

Complete sepuation or a judge from ex· 
tra judicizl activities is neither possible nor 
wise; he should not become isolated from 
the oocie!y in which he lives. 

B. Clric and Charlt.abl" Activities. A 
Judie mAY partldpale In civic and 
cliarltablc act!Titltt that do not rc
nect •dverody u~n hi• Impartiality 
or ~n:.t>riett "Nilh th' ~rlormance o( 
i-i;; j;.!=Ci~?al dutie...~ A jud~ may 
:.'..-:.::""'~ M an officer. Ji:-e-ctoc-.. truli~ .. 
or =ton-legitl advisor of an education
.ii. ~nt.o-u.s. ch.uita:b-le:. !ratern:a.J. or 
chic otr...r:tiz.a.Uon not cond.uc"'..ed ror 
th-t ~onom~c or polltlca1 adVllnt.Bg-e 
of lU mtmb-en. subject to the follow
ing llmltstlons: 

(!) A Jud!< should not serve If It lo 
llkel7 that the or.;anlzatlon will 
b.. tn::><g.d In proc..,,Jlnp that 
"tl·uld ordlna.r\'Iy come before 
him or .. m ~ ~lar!y engaged 

In adveraary procttdlnJ11 In any 
court. 

Commentary 

The chanlsing nature of some organiz.a· 
tiona and of their relationship to the law 
mak"1! it necessary for • judge regularly to 
re<!xamine the activitieo of eiu:h organiution 
with which he is •(Ciliated.to determiM if it 
ia proper for him to eontinue his relAtionship 
with it. For example, in many jurisdictions 
charitable hospital!.,.,, now moM! frequenUy 
in court than in the past Similarly, the 
b<iard.s o( wme legal a.jd organiz..ations now 
make policy decisions that rriay have political 
aignifieance or imply commitment to cauY.S 
that may come C.fore the eourtll for adjud~ 
cation. 

(2) A Jud~e •hould not 0-01iclt fund• 
ror an] e<fucatlons.l, rellrtou~. 

cha..rlt.sbl~. rrat.trnal, or c\Tlc or· 
g-aniz.atlon, or u&-e or ~nnlt the 
u .. of the prc>ll!t of hi• omce 
for that _purpo~~. but he may b-e 
ll11te-d a.s an omC"er, director, or 
trust.tt of.such an orp.nb:.atlon. 
He 1hould not be a 1peaker or 
the (Uerl of honor at an orpnl· 
:talion'• fUnd ralzlnr OTen!.I, but 
he may attend 1uch eTenl& 

(3) A Judg< 1hould not ghe Invest
ment ad,.·lce to 1uch an orranl· 
:talion, but he may 1erve on 11.1 
board or 

0

dlrecton or trualeet 
even though It hM the n!pon11i· 
bllity ror approving investment 
de-cislon!. 

Commentary 

A juds~'s par-~:cipa~on i:i. an organiz..ation 
devoted to quP..si·i~dicia1 acti·.;t!~s. i! gov· 
ern..l by Canon 4 . 

C. Financial Act!vit!e-!. 

(! l A judge •hould refrain from n. 
nanc\i:t.l and bu11lne<1s dealing! 
that tt-nd to ~nect adTenely on 
his Impartiality, lnterfc~ ..-Ith 
the proper performane1! or hl1 
judlcl•I dutl ... exploit hi• Judi· 
clal po1'itlon. o.r tnTol..-~ him In 
f~uent trnn11arllons with law• 
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Commenbry 

ner u he reports eomp<!n· 
utlon In Canon 6C. 

This •ub6eetion does not apply to °"ntri
butiona. to & judg1!'• campaign for judicial 
ot5ce,. a matter g<>verned by Canon 7. 

(~} For th<0 pu~ or th!• o«Uon 
""!nem~r or hb family rttldlnr 
In hll hou..,hold" mean• any 
rd•UTe or a Jodee by bl-O<><l or 
manio.r<. or a p<rson tnatttl by 
• judce .... ln<!mb<r or hi• raml· 
ly. who reoldn In his household. 

(6) A judge lo not n:qulred by thl1 
Code to disclose hi• Income. 
d·ebt.s... or lnvestment!.,. except u 
pro.ided In thh Canon and Ca· 
non> 3 and 6. 

Com.men b<r]' 

Canon 3 requires a jndge to disqualify 
blmaelf in any proceeding in which he h"" a 
fuwicW interest, however small; Canon 5 
requires & jadge to refrain from engaging in 
l:ro..i:l.ao SDd from financial activities that 
E:.ight interfere with the impsrtial perlorm
an<:e of his jndiciAI duties; Canon 6 reqnil'ell 
him to report all compensation he receives 
for activities out.ide his judicial offiea. A 
judge hu the right. of an ordinary cititen, 
including the right to privacy of his fin.ancial 
Uhlro, exoept to the extl!nt that limitationa 
thereon are req~ to a&feguard the proper 
performance of his duti.... Owning and re
ceiving income !ram inve!tments do not a.a 
1uc!i affect the performance of a judie'• 
du.ti~ 

·t7j Tn.{ormetfon acqulrtd by a Judg-e 
I" hi> judld.J eapaclty should 
not be used or d!scl<>SM by him 
In financial dw.lnp or ror any 
other purpo .. not related to hi& 
judicial dutleo. 

D. Fiduciary ActlvlUes. A Judge 1hould 
not une 8.1 the cxtt0tor, a..dmlnlstra
tor, lnt•!.tt, ruardlan,. or other flducl
ary. except ror the eot&~ tru•l, or 
p-i!:non of a member of hl• ra-mny, and 
then 0-nly lf' auch wnice wt1'1 not ln
t!'..::-1.'!re "~th th.e proV"'r p-e,rl'Orml'U'\ce 

ol his Judicial duties. "Member"' hl1 
ramlly" Includes a 1pou1e, child. 
inndchlld, parent, rrandpa...,nt, or 
other relatl•e or person with whom 
the judce maintain& • clo&e ramlllal 
,..,Jatlonshlp, A1 a Camlly fiduciary a 
Judce 11 subject to the followlnr re
•lrl ctlo na.: 

(I) Ht •hould not .. "e If It 11 likely 
that u a Odudary h• will h< 
engaged In proctedln,;1 ·that 
would ordlnar\ly come before 
hlm., or tr the eot&1", trust. or 
'7ard bttomet lnvo!Tt"d in adver· 
&a!'J' pnxttdlnp In the court on 
which he senes or one under its 
app<ll•1" jori&dlctlon. 

Commentary 

The Effective Date or Compliance provl
sioo or this Code qualifies this subsection 
with regat<l to a judge who is an ei:eeutor, 
administralDr, trustee, or other fiduciary at 
the time this Code becomes effective. 

(2) While actlnr aa a fiduciary a 
judce b 1ubjttt to the same re
strlctlon1 on tlnanelal actlT\tleo 
th,.t apply to him In h11 penonal 
ca pa.city. 

Commentary 

A judge's obllgation under this Canon 
and Im obligation aa a fidnciuy may come 
Into conflict.. For uample, a judge ahould 
resign "" tiuatee if it would result in detri· 
ment to the trust to dive•t it o( holdinga 
whooe retention would place the judge in 
Yiolation o( Ca.non 5Cl.3). 
E. Artltr.<tlon. A Jodee ohould not ad 

as an a.rbitrat6r or med.iat.<fr~ 

F. Practice or Law. A judge •hould not 
practice law, 

G. Extra-judldi!l Appolntmenh. A 
Judge should not accept appointment 
to a fovemmenta.I eommltttt, com· 
mls.slon, or other PQ!ltlon that le con· 
eemed with luu .. or Cad or policy on 
matter. other than the imptoYerrtent 
or the la ... , the lep.I JJY111"m. or the 
odmlnlrtraUon o( ju1tlce. A judg<, . 
howe.,.~. may re,re~!it hl1 country. ., 

. I 
~;~~.F~WJ':ir&~~.-..:ITK\:::~~1.Wai~~~~;:-~W#'?'.!f,.:J"~ 
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CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

ltate, or lodllty on ceremonial occa
llo rui or ln ro nn.ct.I on ..-! th lili t.o rl cal, 
educational. and cultural act!Titie<. 

Co mme n lA.r] 

Vt.l=ble •ervke• b.Rve J>e,,o reode:-e<i in 
tha put to the aut.e.1 a.od t.~e r:.t:ioo !iy 
jud6e! &ppoint.ed by t.he ~,;ei,:· .. n:ve t.o u:i.der
t.a.ke impor-...ant extra-judicia.l a..9signr.r.enta. 
The appropristen""" of conferring these a..o
signroent.a on judges mu.st be reaasessM, 
however, in light of the demand.B on judicial 
manpower crested by tOOa)"s crowded dock
et.!. a.ad the oeed to protect the ccur~ from 
inYolvemeot in e..xt::-a·judjci.al C:-;..J.t:..C::. th.at 
may proYe to be C(loL-ove!'"Si..s.1. Jud.,;es 
ahouJd oat De ex~...e<:I or pcr::iit:..e-d :.o s.c-
cept guve;nmental appoL'1tment.3 11'..at cou!d 
interfere 'i'r;th t...1e effccth··cnes.s a.od iode?fn· 
dence of the judiciary. 

CA."iOS 6 

A Judie Should Regularly File 
Reports of CompenzaUon R.e-.:elved 
. for QU1!81.JudlcW and Extra· 

JudlcW Activities 

A judre may receive compen.satlon and 
relmbu.n.ement or expenses for the qua.al
judlci.al and extra-judicial activities pu· 
mltted by !hi.I Code, II the s<>urce of such 
parmenl.I d,,.. not fin the appeara."1ce of 
lnfluenclni' the juqe in b.i.e judldal dutles 
or othen>1R rive the appearance of Impro
priety, subject to the followlni restricU<i'ru: 

A. Comp-eruatlon. Comp<nsatlon should 
not exceed a res.wnable a.mount :ior 
ahou\d it :!":::C~"".".i "'.~·:.t =i. ;--~:-,; .. :):--, -..·~r; \J 

a.a.me a.cLiYity. 

B. Expense Relmbun.emenL E..::-;;ens.e 
reimbunement Jhould ~ llrni~.cd t.o 
the a..ctual coat of travel, !oOO, and 
lodfing reas.onably Incurred by the 
Judie and, where approprbt.e to the 
oc=lon, by hi.o spouae. Any pay
ment In exceu of 1uch a.n amount L1 
C.O m p-en.s.a Li 0 n. 

C. Public Report.L ,~ judge ahwuld re-
P'lrt L"1e d.'!L·~. ::.-l<:-.r.i-:, 'l...'1~ :::......,._~'..!.-: ':)": 

e<>mpenaatlon, and the name o( the 
p&10r and the amount o( rompema
tlon oo rece!Ted. Compematlon or 
Income of a spouse attr!but.ed to th.o 
judre by operaU011 of a eommunlty 
prnperty law 11 Dot u:tra-judlcial 
rompenaalion to the ju~ HI.I re
port 1hould ~ made at lea.st annually 
and ohould ~ file<! u a public docu
ment In the omce of the clerk or lhe 
court on which he a.enes or other 
office deolrnaWI by rule of court. 

CANON 1 

A J udre Should Rernln Crom 
Polltlul 

Activity Ina
0

pproprh!< to Hlo 
J udlcl.al O!!lce 

Political Conduct In General 

(!) A judre or a csndldat.e for elec
tion to judlcW om.:.. ahould uot: 

(a) ad u a leader or hold &Jl1' 
office in a political orp..nl
zation; 

(b) make 1peecheo for a politi
cal orp.nlzatfon or candl
date or publklJ' endo?R a 
candldale for public omce; 

Commentary 

A candidate does not publicly endoroe 
another candidate for public office by having 
his nsme on the same ticket. 

(c) oollclt tundJ for or pay &n 

a.ueument or Dlllke a con
tribution t'1 lt p<>l!tical o~
flllll:o:atlo11 or candld.ote, at
tend polltl=l ptherlnp. 
or pu.rch.ase tic.k<l.I fur po
litical party dlnnen, or 
other tuncUono, except u 
authori:ie-d In 1uba.e-ctlon 
A(%); 

(2) A judi;e holdlni" an. office ntled 
by public •lectlon bdween com
petln( candl~ or a candi
date for auch office;. ma:r• only 
l=f >.r ... pennlt:..d .,. b,., l.t
te.n d poiiU:al. ~.C.di..oj.;'3, ipd.k 

' 
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to such gathering> on hi• own 
behalf when he lo a candtdat< 
for election or re"'!lectlon, lden
tll] hllM'!lr ... memb<r or • 
potltlro J>'lrlJ, and contribute to 
a potltlC1ll l"'rlY or orpnlutlon. 

(J) A Jud('!! •hould rttlrn hi• offi«0 
when he ~m~ a candidat' ei
ther In a pa:rry·-pnmal'J'·-or In a 
ren•ral election for a nonjudi
cial omce. 'xc,pl that he may 
ronUnue to hold hlo judicial of
nc-e while l>elng a candld!.te for 
cJedlon to or &-entn,; as a dtlC"
ptt In s 11t.st' con!lltutlono.J 
convention., if M ~ olherwl~ 

pumltt.til by l&w to do eo. 

OJ A Judg-e should not enp.~ In 
any olh<r 11<>liUeal actl•lty ex
Ci!pt On i><!haJr or m~UrM to 
lmpro•e the law, the 1~ syo
tem, or tM adm.lnlrtnllon or 
Jaotlce. 

Campelrn C<>nduct.. 

(1) A candldat<, Including an In
cumbent Judg-e, for • Judklal or
n ... that b nu..i either by pub-Uc 
election between comP"tlng can
dids~ or on the baolo of a merit 
1yotem •lt"ctlon: 

(a) should maintain th• digni
ty approptiat< to Judicial 
office, and ghould en
co:.;,r~:~ memb¥.r.i of hl" 
family to aC.here lo the 
"""'. .tan d ard. 0 ( P<> 11 ti cal 
conduct that apply to him; 

(bl should prohibit public om
clabi or employon subjerl 
to hit direction or control 
from doing for him what 
he lo prohibited from doing 
under thl1 Ca.non; and ex .. 
cept to the e:rt<nt authoriz
ed under 1u~lon B!2) or 
B(3). he ~hould not ano,., 
~I'll ~t:i~r ;>-:!"'J..J:i to jo rnr 
~tm -,..(-,at ~·! ;.1 ?f'1Ji--.lbit~1 
from do1ri; ·.nid:r t::t, C.:J.:"'1-
on: 

(c) 1hoald not make pl<dget or 
promises or condud ln of
n.,., ot~r than Ila falthfol 
and lmpo.rt!al 1"'rfonnan01: 
or th• dutl .. oC ~ omce; 
announce hla •lews on dis.
puled lep.l or p<1lltlcal la
!IUn;: or ·ml•~pr-et..tnl hl1 
ld•nllly, quallflcallons, 
pT"t"Mnl po11ltlon. ·or other 
ract. 

(2) A candldetc, Including an ln
cumbenl Jud~·· for • Judicial or
fi« lhol I• fill«! by p.u.b-llc elec
t1on be:t•etn competlnr 
candida.tea should not hlm!~tr 

aoliclt or accept camp.alg'n 
fund•. or oo!lclt publicly rt.at«! 
aupporl, but he m..ay .. t.abllsh 
commltttt:c or rffponslbJe p.er-
10n• to 1tt11re and tn.a:n&.("e the 
expenditure of rund1 for hi• 
ampalp and to obtain public 
lltatementt . ot support ror hi• 
candidacy. Such commlttee1 
an not prohlblt<d from 1-0llclt
ln1 campalin contrlbutlon1 and 
pabllc tupporl from lawyers. A 
candidate'• commltttts m.ay fo
llclt rundo for hit campalg-n no 
earlier than [901 daya before a 
primary election and no later 
than [90] days after th• 1z ... t elec· 
lion In .,,.hlch he: part.1c1pat..es 
du,r~:l~' t~e etttt!on y:t:a.-r .. · ·"-· C'al"l· 

dtdate should not os-e Or p.ennit 
the u .. or eampalrn contribu
tion• for the priTBI< Ji<,nefit or 
hlmoelf or memb<n of hi• fami-
ly. 

Commentary 

Unleoa the andidate is l'€<jUired by law 
to file a U.t of bis campaign contributor1, 
their nomet should not b<! revealed to the 
candidate. 

(:.:i.ch :-;:-:3C:.c::on Wor:tins t..":!.l •• ~·":!.! 
J:-:r;l.!:c ?r?3C.":~ i: ~~ :r:-.:: ·:~'! le.;:;.:-:~:.; 

~~=.~:~ ftl::i.3 ._":3~ .~·, ~~;:-:9r-'.;i.~ :_:, ._ •. .! 

el~.!Ve ~:"'CCe~ theret:l. J 
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