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. INDIAN CHILD WELFARE STATISTICAL SURVEY, JuLY 1978

ABBOCIATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS, INC,

The Association on American Indian Affairs (432 Park Avenue South, New
York, New York 10016) is a private, non-profit, national citizens' organization
supported by members and contributors. Founded in 1923, it assists American
Indian and Alaska Native communities in their efforts to achieve full economic,
social and civil equality, and to defend their rights. Policles and programs of the
Association are formulated by a Board of Directors, the majority of whom are
Indian and Alaska Native.

One of the special publications of the Association is “Indian Family Defense,”
a newsletter exclusively concerned with Indian child welfare issues.
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S -~ INTRODUCTION

T"his report presents the results of a nation-wide Indian child-welfare statistical
survey done by the Associntion on American Indian Affairs (AAIA) at the request
«of the American Indian I’olicy Review . Commission, an agency of the United
States Congress, in July 19706. .

The report indicates that Indian children are being removed from their families
to be placed in adoptive care, foster care, specinl institutions, and federal board-
ing schiools at rates far out of proportion to their percentage of the population.

The disparity in plncement rates for Indian and non-Indian children is shocking
and cries out for sweeping reforin at all levels of government. ’

In-Mainé, Indian children.are today placed in foster care at a per capitn rate
10 timesx greater thai that for non-Indinn children. In Minnesota, an Indian child
is 17 times more likely ‘than'a non-Indiau child to Le placed in foster care. In
Routh Daketa per capita foster-care rate for Indians is 22 times the rate for
non-Indians, The statistics fromn other states demonstrated that these rates are
not uncommeon elsewhere, = - ’

Most of the Indian children in foster care are placed with non-Indian families.
Jn Maive, for example, 64 per cent of Indian foster children are living with non-
Indinn families, In New York approximately 97 per cent of Indian foster children
ave in'non-Indian families, ‘and in Utal 88 per cent of the Indian foster-care place-
ments ave with non-Indian families. - ) [

Indinn children are nlso placed in ndoptive homes at a rate far disproportioate
to that for non-Indian_children. In California, Indian children were adopted in
1075 at a per capita rate 8 times that {or non-Indian children, and 93 per cent of
«uch ndoptions were made by non-Indian parents. In Montana, Indian children

ave adopted at a per capita rate almost 5 times that for non-Indian, and 87 per
¢ent of such'adoptions were made by non-Indians. ' '

In states guch as Alaska, Arizona, and New Mexico, which have large numbers
of Indian children.in boarding schools or boarding home programs, the rates at
which Indian chitdren are separated from their families indicate an even greater
digproportion to the non-Indian rate. In New Mexico, when adoptive care, foster
care, and federal boarding school placements are added together, Indian children
are heing separated from their families today at a per capita rate 74 times that
for non-Indian children. '
. Nationwide, more than 20,000 Indian children (many as young as six years old)
are plaeced in TS, Burean of Indian Affairs boarding schools. KEnrollment in. BIA
Doardihg schools and dormitories is not based primarily on the edueational needs
of the children; it is chiefly a means of providing substitute care. T'he standards
for taking children from their homes for boarding school placement are ns vague
and as arbitrary as are standards for Indian foster cive placements.

The data base for the individnal state reports concists of statistics supplied to
Ihe AATA by responsible federal and state agencies, The statisties do not include
many Indian ehildren living outside their natural families for which there are no
slatistics, among them: (1) informal placements of Indian children that do not
go (hrough any legal process; (2) private boarding home programs which, in some
westoern states, place thousands of Indian children away from their families for
the entire school year: (3) Indian-to-Indian on-reservation placements which,
while preferable to placements with non-Indlian families off thé reservation, aire
nevertheless an indieation of family breakdown ; and (4) Indian juveniles incar-
cerated in correctional institutions.

The state-wide figures presented here nften mask important varintions within
n slate. Those atates for which the Associntion has been able to do county-hy-
counly breakdowng of Indian foster care generally demonstrate a wide variatinn
heltween communities. This indicates a need for greater precision in how child-
wolftnre statistics are compiled and analyzed by the states and federal govern-
ment.
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The separation of Indian children from their families frequently occurs im’
situations where one or more of the following exist: g
(1) the natural pareut does not understand the nature of the documents of .
proceedings involved ; ¢
(2) neither the child nor. the natural parents are represented by counsel 0f
otherwise advised of their rights:
(8) the public officials involved are unfamiliar with, and often disdainful of,."
Indian culture and society ; o
(4) the conditions which led to the separation are not demonstrably harmful
or are remediable or transitory in character; and EEERRINC &
(5) responsible tribal authorities and Indian community agencies are not cons
sulted about or even informed of the actions. - 5
On Aug_ust 27, 1976 Senator James Abourezk, Chairman of the U.S. Senate "
Subcqmmlttee on Indian Affairs, introduced a bhill drafted by the Association on: -
Ar‘nerican Indian Affairs and entitled the “Indian Child Welfare Act of 1970
(8. B3777). That bill, i£ enacted, would establish standards for the placement of’
Indian children in foster or adoptive homes, assure that Indian families will be
accorded a 1'u_11 and fai}' hearing when child placement is at issue, establish a pri
?rl;ldrx:l 150;;1{2?11&% adolptlve aéld foster families to care for Indian children, support™ -
¥ development programs, an Tl ity ]

security of Indian family lifel.) .g " @ generally promote the stabiht.y»;a}‘l_t’l.

lND}IAN CHILDREN IN ADOPTIVE AND FOSTER CARE (SUMMARY)

Por caplte-
. . rate of '

Indian and Par capita Per capita Indlan Indians in
an an Adosted rate of . rate of  children in foster end i

s a opte indians Indian Indians in  adoptive and  adaptive care
da ive Indian adopted children . foster care  fosler cara  .compared to-

State under 21 children  non-Indians in foster  non-Indians combined  .non-Indians
yrold (estimate) (percent) care (percant) (ostimate) ~  (percent)~

28,334 957 460 1393 13 11 i .

54, 708 1,039 PR+ S i 5 ! 35p-

38, 579 1,807 840 319 270 1,826 -6l

3,808 @ - 41,10 296 640 Oy o)
1,084 SBZ $100 82 1,910 3) UN

7, 6104 9 370 82 710 9% 3(98

12,672 1,594 390 737 1,650 2,331 520

13, %3 431 , ?gg 5;3 1,280 1,075 730
" ¥ ‘
25 BN A B T D

3 42 - y
gﬁf”ﬂ Dakota. . 8,186 2 g 280 29% 2 %J?% 56'5 5(2 !
: ahoma._.... 45,489 1,116 440 337 '3%0 1,453 430°
sre%gn ........ - 6,839 402 1110 247 820 " 649 1170
U‘t)uh Dakota. .. 18, 322 1,019 160 832 2,240 1,851 270+
w: i - 6, 690 328 340 249 1,500 '577 500
M shington...... 15,980 740 1,880 558 96 1,298 3,330
Wisconsin..._... 10,176 733 1,79 545 1,340 1,218 1,560
yoming...... 2,832 ® {400 98 1,040 " oy

: Minimum estimates, sae State raport,
Includes Alaska Native children living away from home full time during the school year In the State's boarding homs snds

boarding school program,

8 Not availabla,

* 4 Basad only on the 3- i -
[} Based on(y yr period 197375,

on the 2-yr period 1974-75,
¢ Basad only on fiscal year 1976 figures,

7 Based only on 1976 (Ygures.

§ Based only on the 4-yr pariod 1972-75.

Note: For definitions and sources of data sea individual State reports.
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. ALASKA NATm-: ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE

WORST STATES BY RATE OF INDIAN PLACEMENTS
INDIAN FOSTER CARE (10 S t ) "Basic Facts

o Ve

1. There are 137,044 under twenty -one year olds in Alaska.?

Per capita rate of

Foster care placamants per thausand lndc':nmsﬂgrfe%s‘t%f:g:\a 2. There are 28,334 under twenty-one year old Alaska Natives (Indmn Dslnmo,
State Indian children Non-Indian children Indians (percent) and Aleut) in Alaska ]
; 8. There are 108,710 non-Natives under twenty-one in Alaska. . ;
‘daho_..... - - 71.5 "12.1 640 :
gg'l 32 }3%8 } 1. ADOPTION
222 . ;fg "228 In the State of Alaska, according to the Alnslm Department of Henlth nnd
37 T2 1, 500 Social Services Division of Family and Children Services, there is an average of
g T —— 3. L8 z e 59 public agency adoptions per year of Alnska Native ehildren.® Using federal
(l\]llroengtoa?a-a"- T : ggl . g:é 1,280 age-at-adoption figures,' 83 percent (or 49) are under oune year ol age when
O ) 35,0 X 960 placed. Another 13 percent (or eight) are one year to less than six years old
i when placed; and 4 percent (or two) are six years or older when plnced Using
the formula, then: 49 Alaska Native children per year are placed in adoption

Note: For definitions and sources of data see individual State reports.
f o 2! 1

for at least 17 years, eight Alaska Native children are placed in adoption
for a minimum average of 14 years, and two Alaska Native children are placed
in adoption for a minimum average of six years; there are 957 Alaska Natives
under twenty-years old in adoption in Alaska, This represents one out of every
29.6 Alaska Native children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Nntives (there is an average public ngency
placement of non-Natives in adoptive homes in Alaska of 50 per year),’ there are
807 under twenty-one year old non-Alaska Natives in adoption in Alaska. This
represents one out of every 134.7 non-Alaska Native children in the State,

Conclusion N

There are therefore by proportion 4.6 times (460 percent) as many Alaska
Native children in adoptive homes as non-Alaska Natives; 93 percent of the
adopted Native children are placed in non-Native adoptive homes.‘

II. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the U.8. Burean of Indian Affairs, there were 263.
Alaska Native children (under twenty-one years old) in BIA-administered foster
care in 1972-73." The Alaska Division of Family and Children Services does not
have a racial breakdown of its foster care placements.® Assuming then that the.
Division of Family and Children Services places Alaska Natives in foster care-
in direct proportion to their percentage of the total population under twenty-one
years old, there were 130 Alaska Native children in State-administered foster

1 7.8, Burenu of the Census, 1970 Census of the Populntion, Vol. I: Characteristics
of the Population, Part 11I: Alaska (Washington, D.C.: U.8. Government Printing Oflice:
1973) Table 19, pp. 3—-34.

3-%4 (Table 10), np. 3-205, 3-208 (Tnhle 138). Alaskn Nntives (Ind'an,
Esklmo and Aleut) comprise 81.2 percent of the total non-white population according
to Table 139. According to Table 19 there are 34,894 non-whites under 21. ‘34,804 times
81.2 percent equals 28,334,

3Letter from Connie M. Hansen, ACSW, Foster Care and Child Drotection Consultant,
State of Alaska Department of Health and Soclal Services, Divislon of Family and
Children Services, Sept. 11, 1873.

4+ National Center for Social Statirticr, T.S. Department of Tenlth, Tdueation and
Welfare, Adoptions in 1071. DHDW Publication No. (SRY) 73-03269, NCSS Report E-10-
(1971), May 23, 1873. Table 6 “Children adopted by unrelated petltioners. Percentnge-
distribution by age at time of placement, by type of placement, 1971,

”;olt’ter trom Connie M. Hansen, ACSV V op. cit.

yy

77,8, Bureau o( Indlan Affairs, “Fiscal Year 1973—Child Welfare (Unduplicated Case-
count hy States).”

8 Letter from Connie M. Hansen, ACSW, op. cit.
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care in 1973.° The combined figures (893 children) represent one out of every
79 Alaska Native children in the State.

By comparison (assuming the Division of Family and Children Services also
places nou-Natives in foster care in dirvect proportion to their percentage of the
population), there were 496 non-Native children in foster care in 1978, repre-
yenting one out of every 219 non-Native children in the State.

Conclusion ; R : . . :
By rate, therefore, Alaska Native children are placed in foster homes 3.0 times
(300 percent) more often than non-Alaska Natives in  Alaska. {Because
the ‘Division of Family-and Children Services was unable to.supply a racial
preakdown for foster care, these figures are based on the conservative assump-
tions stated above. Were it to be assumed that Alaska Natives represent the
same percentage of. foster care placenents as they do adoptive placements, the
dispropotrion in’ foster care rates would more than double.) o N

111, ADOPTIVE CARE, FOSTER CARE, AND BOARDING PROGRAMS

A large number of Native students live away from honme full-time during the
school year. In 1972-78, 2,427 (949 ) of the 2,585 village Native students in
public high schools were enrolled in a boarding home or boarding school pro-
gram.t A more. proper way of computing the number of Indian children who
do not live in their natural homes in the State of Alaska is to include the board-
ing school figures. When this is done, the combined total of Native children in
foster howmes, adoptive homes and boarding programs is 3,777, representing one
out of every 7.5 Alaska Native children in the State. '

Since few, if any, non-Natives must _enroll in boarding programs, the non-
Native figure of 1,803 children in adoptive homes and foster homes remains the
same, representing one in every 834 non-Natives. ’ ’
Conclugion _ o .

Alaska Native children are out of their homes and in foster homes, adoptive
homes, or in boarding programs at a rate 11.1 times (1,110 percent) greater than
thut for non-Natives in Alaska. ' ' )

The Alnska statistics do npot include placements made by private agencies.
and therefore are minimum figures. . o !

Methndological notc- to the ‘Alagka statistics.—The Alaska State Division of
Children Services probably removes very few Native chiidren from their parents
in the small rural villages. The population base for this report 1s all Natives,
rural and urban; if the percentage of children outside their natural homes wag
based on only the urban Native populatiou-——likel_v the most revealing compari-
son—the percentage would of ¢ourse be niuch higher, It is virtually - certain,
therefore, that thése aré absolutely minimum figures. : A .

PE————— .

o National Center for Social Statisties, U.S. Department of Health, Bducation and Welfare,
uehildren Served by Public Welfare Agencies and Voluntary Child Welfare Agencles and
Institutions March 1873.” DHEW Publication No. (SRS) "76-03258 NCSS Report E-O
(3/73), November 1975. Table 1, “Children recelving socinl services from State and local
public welfare agencles,’” p. 7. Indian people comprise 20.7 percent of the total under
fwenty-one year of vopulation of Alarka. There were 620 children in foster family homes
in 1073, 626 times 20.7 percent equals 130.- . ,

1o £ bid, 626 tinws T1.3 percent equala 496.
1 Judith Kleinfeld, “A Long Way Irom Home"” (Fairbanks: Center for Northern Educa-

tional Research nnd Institute of Soclal, Economic and Government Research of the Unlver-
sity of Alaska : 1978), pi 87 .ol et e KPR R Ry ;

P . PR
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ARIZONA .A_*.Domow AND FosSTER CABE STATISTIOR : e

Basic Facts

1. There are 740,460 under- twenty-one i |

\ -year-olds in the State of Arizona.t

2. Tl : §
of Ax,'li‘ zl:]l;:' ’are 54,709 under twenty-one-year-old American Inldians ini th?: Stgto:
3. There are 685,751 non-Indians under twenty-one in the State of Arizona.

. 1. ADOPTION

In the State of Arizona, accordin i
| . g to the Arizona Department of Eeconomic
s:xclullllfzi ;lllaexc'; i\;v(;e:een al;; .%Yerzigg glggzgul;nc agency adoptions per year of (:&mleri'ii-
en from ® Using federal age:at-adoption figures,”
83 percent (or 54) are under one her 13 percen
I year of age when placed. Another 1 J
Ezi eillg];pe!;)) a;ieoz?kye;: to less tllilnn six years old when placed; and 2 ggig:r?g
1 : < years or older when placed. Using the formula
g?g;}gz(;xilzaé rf:dfnaglggﬂc%g?g per yearlaredplaced in adoption for at lenstﬂl'f ygﬁ?
ildren are placed in adoption for a mini s
14 years; and. three are in.adoption.for a mini o eTage o
; ‘ . . minimum average of three 'g; there'
are 1,039 Indians under twenty-one year olds i ) ye‘al.s, faNo
serg:ssigzetgut of ev?fry 52.7 Indian children in gh:stgg&ptlon in Arizona. This repre
e same formula for non-Indians (there \vére an av i
Y f era :
i)(l)%geiglge%t) eft]?ggI:lfta;;ﬁn a((]loptitve htomes in Arizona of 194% epIe)? b;;caggggcny;
19601 ,» the under twenty-one-year-old: non-Indians.
in Arizona: This re ents : . O ans i adoption
ot . ?resents one out of every 220.4 non-Indian. children in the
Conclusion T Lo et . P
By rate,. therefore, Indian children: iced "
) s are pla !
(420% ) more often than non-Indian childrenp mcztziign:fioptive homes 4.2 times

' i t

S

- 11, FOSTER CARE.. , |

ofIEcglx;?nSitgtSe.Of {&trizona, according to statistics from the Arizona Department
of Beonomic | ecurity, thex:e were 139 Indian children in foster care in April 1976
s ._'c;'e contragt with the U.S., Bureau of Indian Affairs.® There are no
slatiatics %:h{:.?gi a racial breakdown for the other State-administered foster care
Drograms & ﬁoss?gllgd(?dmr:tdlizn tc}l]]z;ltdrt;n i{owever; making the most conservative
assu n \ t' the Arizona Soclali Servii ;
Indian children in. foster ca're i i it e oo
’ in direct proportion to their
4 e e
If)gf;;lrntég?é "th?'ﬁ, av:elt-ﬁi:ni qaqg(xltxocxllal 208 Indian children in S%ai?gggfniggexg
ste X d s indeed a most conservative assumn i
_svtrated,‘by thg appendix to this report. The appendix,. base; onp‘;‘?;nlgégeg;o;
17).9. Bureau of the Census, Census of ' rocietion «
the Bopaaray Yoo N sus of Population: 1970, Volume I, Cha
19'7%)5%). 4_30.f , Adrizona (U.B. Government Printing Office: ‘Washrl‘;:?tegxl:tllc)?c?f
-3, Bureau o the Census, Census of Population
ft)c?(.’f)).-l’.[‘l%bl; Azmelll'iAcg.en o%ngganf"d‘(Wasmngtgn, B %w:fxsnﬁeupt"&hﬂ’:n"l Bes:
19'7?{:; Tapl 3 e Indlan Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Ixtlézslgeng::
nom‘cusvnec?lt;l:?eﬂzgliﬁhdnnd Renorts, Social Services Rurann. Arjzana T
o Nutionul Dnter oo e PiEged i adoption durlng 1908, 1970, 1071, and 10720 (Chare).
A dyitionul Center for Sncial Statlstics, i.8. Department of Health, Eduention ana W )
Adtontion IW Publisation No, (SRS) 730327 a4 Wellare,
élntrl}zutiogybyz?z' em?t'l Table 8, “Children adopted by unre]ati?ﬂﬁn' J’f’ss R Bercentage
irabation © lg at time of placement, by type of placement, 19‘7fﬁ Uoners: Percentage
aTe]ephoge nitlgggie]; $}ggtﬁn dwgrlng 1069, 1970, 1971, end 1872, op. eit.
Ju-:";;ﬁ",” 1\9716. r, Wally Earl, Arizona Department of Ecv?ﬁognlc Security,
d. Arizona reportad 2,809 childr 1 :
on the BIA contract, Indlan ehil o DHee Td pre fn April 1076, e
olds in Arizona. 2,809 times .074 eg;i?scé)(;g?ﬂu 7.4 percent of the under t;gg,tg"gge t;:::
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ple of children in State-andministered foster care made by the Arizona.Soclul
Services Bureau in March 1974, demonstrates that Indian children are in fugt
placed in state-ndministered foster care nt rates far disproportionate to th‘eu'
percentage of the population.) Thus, there was a combined total of 3-?7 Indian
children in State-administered foster care during April 1976, In addition, the
Navajo and Phoenix area offices of the BIA report a combined total of 211 Indian
children in foster care in Arizona during April 1976.* Combining the State and
BIA figures, there were at least 558 Indian children in foster care in April 1076.
This represents one out of every 98 Indian children in the State, By comparl-
somn, there were 2,601 non-Indian children in foster care in April 1976,° represent-

ing one out of every 263.6 non-Indian children.

Conclusion e .
By rate, therefore, Indian children are placed in foster care at least 2.7 times
(2.0 percent) more often than non-Indians in Arizona.
See the county-by-county analysis in the appendix for projections of tne actual
rates at which Indian children are placed in state-administered foster ‘care,
IIX. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Using the above figures, a total of 1,597 under twenty-one year old Indian
children are either in foster homes or adoptive hames in the state of Arjzona.
T'his represent§ one out of every 84.3 Indian children. Similarly, for non-Indians
in the state, 5,712 under twenty-one year olds are either in foster care or adop-
tive care, representing one in every 120.1 non-Indian children.

Conclusion ; , . e
By rate, therefore, Indian children are removed from their homes -and placed
in adoptive or foster care 3.5 times (350 percent) more' often than non-

Indianp children in the State of Arizona. '
U.8.'BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS BOARDING SCHOOLS

hiore than 10,000 Indian children in Arizona, in addition to those ih foster
cave or andoptive care, are away from home and their families most of the year
attending boarding schools operated by the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs. (See
Note on boarding schools.) These children properly belong in any computation
of children separated from their families. Adding the 10,977 Indian children in
federal bnarding schools in Arizona® to those in adoptive or foster care, there
are a minimum of 12,574 Indian children separated from their families. This
represents one in every 4.4 Indian children in Arizona.
Conolugion : )

By rate, therefore, Indian children are separated from their families to be
plnced in adoptive care, foster care, or federal boarding schnols 27.3 times
(2,730 percent) more often than non-Indian children in Arizona.

APPENDIX TO THE ARIZONA STATISTICS

I. YAVAPAI COUNTY

In Yavapai County in a random sample of the ¢hildren in State-administered
foster care made by the Arizona Social Services Bureau in March 1974, 35
percent of the children were known to be American Indian! 42 percent of the

8 The BIA Phoenix Area Office reported 300 Indlan chlldren In foster care in Arizona
in April 1976. (Telephone interview with My, Bert Grabes, Division of Soclal Services.
Phoenix Aren Ofice, July 23, 1976.) The BIA Navajo Area Office reported 50 Indian

ril 1976, (Telephone interview with Mr. Steve

children In foster care In Arizona in A.E
Lacy, Chlld Welfarr Specinlist. Navajo Area Office, July 26, 1976.) Thus the BIA lind n
combined total of 350 Indlan chlldren in foster cnre in Arlzonas, from which those under the
BIA foster care contract with the State should be subtracted: 350 minus 139 eannls 211,

o Telephone interview with Mr, Walley Fiarl, op. cit. There were a total of 2.948 chlldren
in foster care in April 1978. We have esttmated that 347 of these are Indlan (see Report).
2,048 minus 347 enuals 2,601,

1 Office of Iandian Education Programs. U.S. Burean of Indlan Affairs, “Flscal Year
1074 Statlstics concerning Indian Edueation” (Lawrence, Kanps.: Haskell Indian Junlor
College: 1975). Table 4, "“Boardlng Schools Operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairh,
Fiscni Year 1074," pp. 13-15,

1 ftate of Arizona Social Services Bureau, Program Development and Evaluation, "Foster
Care Tivaluntion Program (July 1874),” District I1I Foster Care Evaluation, Appendix I,
Yavapal County : Evailuation of Foster Children Records, p. 13. .
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children in the random sam
er ple were known to be non-Indian. Indign people
tcl?glglrllnsgoi.f) percel'.pt of the population of Yavapai County.® AssumigglthexllJ tlinl
ihe randg adxi:?irxlllirétl:lidmgg:teby the Socmll Services Bureau is representative of
AR 3 T care no i 'oug Y i ’
following tentative conclusion can be clljrg::nf}hon fhrough Yavapai Gounty,  the

Conclusion

Th y i i '
as ngxﬁ?lx?éfagycﬁffdggxtlgﬁ ;iftet%es' ('1,_840 percent) as many Indian children
Atizons Ininistered foster care in Yavapai County,

II. NAVAJO COUNTY h

fos%arﬁ?{-?&ﬁ&ugty{hm a random sample of the children in state-administered
were known to b yA e Arizona S.Oc“'fl Services Bureau in Mareh 1974, 77 percent
sample were known to be moindian- 19 percent of the children in the random
the population ;vr{Y to be non-Ind.lan, Indian people comprise 48.3 percent of
made by the S(x(:)iallg;?i%egoﬂﬁgﬁuﬁzs%%}i tl;e?_ tha; the random sampling
foster care population - epresentitive of the state-administered
clusion can t?e %mwﬁ" throughout Navajo County, the following tentative con-

Conclusion

T} 3 i
as r:g;?lgéfa:yd?ﬁggg;ti?;; gfgtt”?ies' (}60 percent) as many Indian children
Arigoon e-administered foster care in Navajo County,

IITI, COCONINO COUNTY

In Coconi i
foster eﬁ?glg(ﬁfemént{i in & random sample of the children in State-administered
cent of the childr ¥ the Arizona Social Services Rureau in March 1974 58 per-
the children in~then in the random sample were American Indian.” 42 ércenlt of
percent of tha poeuﬂax;gloxn sample were non-Indian.! Indian Deoplé comppl‘ise 24.8
sampling made bp th mgn of Coconino County.® Assuming then that the random
administered fost{:‘r 1c?1r:aOglggu?:tri?rfethureau S gepresentatives of the stato-
ing tentative conclusion can De drawn, roughout Coconino County, the follow-
Oonclusion

T} ' .
childzen asnon Tndisn ehhavne b2, 1068 (200 percent) o8 many Todian
County, Arizona, n state-administered foster care in Coconino

V. YUMA COUNTY

In Yuma i '
foster o gx?zl(]ilétyb'ymt hae rﬁ?i(;%ilasggg)'ﬁ osi: the children in state-administered
A by Soci ervices Bureau i y It
?he S;xrgdgfntlggmchllldxen were An}en(l:an Indians® 87 percegt!gf %ﬁ;cclili%gf' 11:12' »
PopUlL o & Yt?n?awéfwe ntoni-zIndlan. ‘ Indian people comprise 3.7 percent oefntl;e
by the Social Services Blllnre};u igs?:;:aggnggan th??t ne steindom letonns e
care on ] > ve of the state- inigt ¥
e bp pulation throughout Yumg County, the foll i eadnur_us-.ered fOS.tEI
2 be Grnen ) tl owing tentative conclusion
—_—
# Ibld, The race of 23
In thistee percent of the children wag
R e Y o R
Ing % nown,
m%ngs.:—thus further increasing the dlsxpropox:tiox;a gggsveé-ega{le]dx;[llt:]cearggnisoénl:gg‘%gagldom
-S. Bureau of the Ce - e
(81)-104, pane h he Census, Census of the Population : 19
Washington, D.C. : 157§)P%1?u51'ation by County : 1970" (U.s. 78053&%0;2%Dlgl;;gtﬁegptgéaq

¢ State of Arizona SOC" S I Foster v, on
al Services Bureau, op. cit, Distriet II
idi : : \ » ster Care B aluati
5.1’) d. The rnce of 4 percent of the children Was unknown (Ibfd.) Ir t'] e fiz '
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Conclusgion .
There jare therefore by proportion 3.5 times_(350 percent) as many Ir;dia?
children as non-Indian children in state-administered foster care in Yuma

County, Arizona.
V. GILA COUNTY

ila County, in a random sample of the children in state-administered foster
ca?e m:?de bt,g the Arizona Sociari Services Bureau in Margh 1974. 179% of the
children were kunown to be American Indian.” 79% of the children in the randowm
sample were known to be non-Indian* Indian people comprise 1{3.7% of the
population of Gila County.’ Assuming then that the random samplmg made by
the Social Services Bureau is representative of the state-ndumnstered‘ foster
care population throughout Gila County, the following tentative conclusion can
be drawn,
Conclusgion
There are by proportion 1.1 times (110 percent) as many Indian children as
non-Indian children in state-administered foster care in Gila County, Arizona.

VI. GRAHAM COUNTY

In Graham County, in a random sample of the children in state-administeresl
foster care made by the Arizona Social Services Bureau in March 1974, 18%
of the children were American Indian.'® 819, of the children in the sample were
non-Indian.’” Indian people comprise 10.1% of the population of Graham Coup-
ty.”® Assuming then the random sampling made by the Socieq Services Bm'enu' is
representative of the state-ndministered foster care population throughout Gila
County, the following tentative conclusion can be drawn.

Conclusion

There are by proportion 1.8 times (180 percent) as many Indian children as

non-Indian children in state-administered foster care in Graham County,

Arizona.
vII. COCHISE COUNTY

In Cochise County, in a random sample of the children in state-administered
foster care mnde by the Arizona Social Services Bureau in March 1974, 9 percent
of the children were American Indian.® 91 percent of the children in the random
sample were non-Indian.® Indian people comprise 0.2 percent of the population
af Cochise County.® Assuming then that the random sampling made by the
Social Services Bureau is representative of the state-ndministered foster care
population throughout Cochise County, the following tentative conclusion can be
drawn.,

Conclugion
There are hy proportion 45 times (4500 percent) as many Indian chilclx:en s
non-Indian children in state-administered foster care in Cochise County, Arizona.

VIII. PINAL COUNTY

In Pinal County, in a random sample of the children in State-administered
foster care made by the Arizona Social Services Bureau in March 1974, 20 percent
of the children were known to be American Indians.” 74 percent of the children In
the random sample were known to be non-Indian,® Indian people comprise 9.4

1 8tate of Arlzona Social Services Bureau, op, ait.. District V Fosater Care Evaluation,
Appendix 1IT, Glla County : Bvaluntion of Foster Children Records, p. 16,

1 thid, ''he race of 4 percent of the children was unknown, (Ibid.

18 “Nace of the Population by County: 1070,” op. clt.,B. 5.

10 State of Arizona Soclal Services Bureau, op. cit.,, Distriet VI Foster Care Hvaluation,
Apnendix 11T, Gila County : Evnluation of Foster Children Records, p. 16. K
(1{115")“1' 1 percent of the ehildren are ubaccounted for by the Soclal Seivices Burenau.

D14,

13 “Race of the Population by County: 1970,” op. cit., p. 5.

19 State of Arizona Soclal Services Bureau, op. cit., Distriet VI Foster Care Evaluation,
Apn(r’)l;l,'lf'l}x V, Cochige County : Evaluation of Toster Care Children Records, p. 24.

= It

21 “Race of the Population by County: 1070.” op. cit., n. 5.

= State of Arizona Social Services Bureau, o%. cit., District V Foster Care Evaluation,
Appendix I, Pinal County: Evaluation of Foster Children Records.fp. 10.

1 hidd, I'he race of 6 percent of the children was unknown. 1f the figzures used in this
report were to be based only on the percentage of cbildren for whom race 18 known, Indian
chiidren would comprise 21 percent of the foster cureJﬂacements in the random sample—
thus furtber increasing the disproportion between Indian and non-Indfan placements,
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percent of the population of Pinal County.* Assuming then that the random
sampling made by the Social Services Bureau is representative of the state-
administered foster care population throughout Pinal County, the Pollowing
‘tentative conclusion can be drawn.

WConclusion

There are by proportion 2.1 times (210 percent) as many Indian children a3
non-Indian children in state-administered foster care in Pinal County, Arizona.

IX., MARICOPA COUNTY

In Maricopa County, in a random sample of the children in state-administered
foster care made by the Arizona Social Services Bureau in March 1974, 7 percent
of the children were known to be American Indian.® 86 percent of the children
in the random sample were known to Le non-Indian.*® Indian people comprise
1.2 percent of the population of Maricopa County.”™ Assuming then that the
random sampling made by the Social Services Bureau is representative of the
state-administered foster care population throughout Maricopa County, the
following tentative conclusion can be drawn,

Conclusion
There are by proportion 5.8 times (580 percent) as many Indian children as
non-Indian children in state-administered foster care in Maricopa County,
Arizona, ) . ) .
' X, PIMA COUNTY

In Pima County, in a ramdom sample of the children in state-ndiministered
foster care made by the Arizona Social Services Bureau in March 1974, 129%
of the children were known to be American Indian.* 83 percent of the children
in the random sample were known to be non-Indian.*® Indian people comprise
2.5 percent of the population of Pima County.® Assuming then that the random
sampling made by the Social Services Burveau is representative of the state-
administered foster care population throughout Pima County, the following ten-
tative conclusion can be drawn.

Conclugion
There are by proportion 4.8 times (480 percent) as many Indian children as
won-Indjian children in state-administered foster care in Piina County, Arizona.
Methodologioel notes.— (1) Since the data on which this appendix is based
comes from a random sample (comprising 462 children out of a total of 1,808
children in state-ndministered faster care) 3! made by the Program Developm'ent
and Evaluation Department of the Arizona Social Services Bureau, it is subject
to the uncertainty of the random sample itself.
A (2) It should be emphasized that these statistics include only state-adumin-
istered placements; no BIA placements—which would undoubtedly be substan-
tial in some counties—are included. .

; :f!arce oft }\h? Popuéatllol: bqy County : 1870,” op. clt., p. 5.
State o rizona Social Services DBureau. op. cit., Diatrlct T T H
‘z}ppendlx I: Evaluation of Foster Chlldren Records, p. lﬂz.réonﬂrnggéekl;ycgerl%prl;‘c;gl:u%if.%?l
ilzewio\_\(leth Mr. Bob. Hoogistraat, Program Development and Evaluation Departmen‘t, July

@ phid,
@' Race of the Population by County: 1970,” op. ctt., p. 5 -
% State of Arizona Soclal Services ureau'op eit "Dr;'st::lct bogp:y
£ , 0P, cit, o .
ﬁﬁr}:}enﬂc}irx %Ogvﬁluatilon of Foster Children Records, p.’ 11, Confirmed t?teﬁalsgﬁgn]z‘;glt%gylggv
1973'”M' oogistraat, Program Development and Evaluation epartment, July 12,
;@ Ihfd. The race of 4 percent of the children 2
chg’d“ren were unaccounted for bg the Social Ser:fcres“fyl%srel;ﬁ}m(ggl%f) and 1 percent of the
o Race of the Population by County: 1870,” ap, cit. P. B. ’
State of Arlzona Boclal Serviees Byureau, op. cit., p: 1.
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CALIFORNIA ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE BTATISTIOS

Basic Facrs

1. There are 6,969,307 under twenty-one-year-olds in the state of California.?
2. There are 89,579 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the state

of California.? . . .
3. There are 6,929,728 non-Indians under twenty-one in the state of California.

I ADOPTION

In the state of California, according to the California Department of' Henlt_h;
there were 93 Indian children placed for adeption by public agencies in 1975.
Using federal age-at-adoption figures,' 83 percent (or 77) are under one year of
age wheu placed. Another 13 percent (or 12) are one year to less than six years
old when placed; 3 percent {or three) are six year$, but less than twelve yenrs
o0ld when placed; and 1 percent (or one) are twelve years of age and older. Using
the formula then that:; 77 Indian children per year are placed in adoption for
at least 17 years, 12 Indian children are placed in adoption for & minimum aver-
age of 14 years, three Indian children are placed in adoption for an average of
nine years, and one Indian child is placed for adoption for an average of three
vears; there are 1,507 Indian children under twenty-one years oid in adoption
at any one time in the State of California. This represents one in every 2C.3
Indian children under the age of twenty-one in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were 1,942 non-Indian chil-
dren placed for adoption by public agencies in 1975)° there are 31,525 non-
Indians under twenty-one years old in adoptive homes at any one time; repre-
senting one in every 219.8 non-Indian children.

Conclusion
There are therefore, by proportion, 8.4 times (840 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes in California; 92.5 percent
of the Indian children placed for adoption by public agencies in 1975 were placed
in non-Indian hemes.®
II. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the State of California Department of Health
there were 319 Indian children in foster fam:ily homes in 1974.7 This represents
one out of every 124 Indian children in the State. By comparison there were
20,590 non-Indian children in foster family homes in 1974,® representing one out
of every 336.6 non-Indian children in the state. :

Conclusion
Thers are therefore, by proportion, 2.7 times (270 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in foster family homes in California.

17.S. Burean of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteristics of
the Population, Part 6, Sectlon 1, Californic (U.S. Government Printing Ofice: Wash-
ington, D.C.: 1873), p. 6-88.

47,4, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population : 1970 ; Subject Reports, ¥Final Report
PC(2)~1F, “American Indians” (Waslington, D.C.: U.8. Government Printing Office:
;g;g‘:‘; 'l‘né»le 2, "Age of the Indian Popuiation by Sex and Urban and Rura! Residence:

aAAIP,A. child-welfare survey questionnaire completed by Mrs. T. Chu and Ms. Betsy
Strong, Center for Health Statistics, California Dapartment of Health, July 16, 1878.
.Y National Center for Socinl Statlstics, 7i.8. Depnrtment of Health. Edueation. and
$Welfare, "Adoptions {n 1971.”” DHEW Publicatdon No. (SRS) 73-03256, NCSS Report
B-10 (1071), May 23, 1073, Table 6, “Children adopted by unrelated petitioners: Percent-
age distribution by age at time of placement, by type of placement, 1971

:'ﬁh‘ﬁA child-weifare survey questionnaire, op. elt.

T Ihid.
5 Ibid.
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III., COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

.Usm.g the above figures, a total of 1,826 under-twenty-one Indian children are
either in fpster homes or adoptive homes in the state of California. This repre-
sents one in every 21.7 Indian children. Similarly for non-Indians in the state,
62,1156 under-twenty-one-olds are cither in foster homes or adoptive liomes
representing one in every 133 non-Indian children. '

Conclusion

By per capita rate, Indian children are removed from their Lol i
? , ' ] s and placed in
adoptive homes and foster homes 6.1 times (61G percent m(ln' ot
- . n N e "
In(}l}an c}l)uldr?xl in the state of California. P ) often than non
The above figures are based only on the statistics of the California Depart-
ment of Health and do not include privat y q ther
fore minimens fonne p e agency placements. They are there-
Nore. In addition to the above figures, ap i iforni i
Nor , approximately 100 California I
clul.dlen'between the ages of thirteen and eighteen attend a bourdi)nglschggluzlﬁ
(s)allleorma‘ operated by the U.S. Buresu of Indian Affairs (Sherman Indian Iligh
chool, R1ver51de,. California).® An esdditional 175 California Indian children
alttend B_IA boarding schools in Utah, Nevada, Arizons, and New Mexico.® Were
;;(;al.;e tchhel]_l:lr;ﬁl F(l)_ be a::dded to the total above, Indian children would be away
amilies at a per capit 1t T ¥ q
that for nom tadics D pita rate 7.1 times (710 percent) greater than
® Ibid.
10 ['hid,
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CALIFORNIA: APPENDIX
i [
County-by-County Analysis of California Foster Care Statistics
ALAMEDA COUNTY

t
tisti ¥ the California Departmen
ceording to statistics from A
g Ammedéx mel:r};' 34 Indian children in stnte-ndminti‘s‘!:‘(;:;eg;,l_ofi1 e ol
o Henl.th, t"er‘e'.[‘h re are 2,548 Indian children under Lenty-one years o
1'mlgflmrxyelﬂi‘hug(‘lltt.unty? Thus one out of every 106.2 Indian chi

In 3 .

family home.

Conclusion

In Alameda COUlltN Indian children are in state-admir red f er fa 1
e d istere ost mi y
) I (3 perc ) greater than the state-wide
homes at a per capita rate 3.2 times 20 percent 1 t

rate for non-Indians 1n California. ] .
I1. ALPINE COUNTY

i t

i the California Departmen

ni , aceording to statistics from ) . e

of?}erﬁlt‘l?ntiile?gl:\r}:g one Indian child in a st&lée-t;:l‘gxélg;fg%x;ec; :gigex;) e tae
in 1074.% Indian children un er 0 :
gz)ulr?t‘: ; 'i‘Thhlssr %nzr%uiaof 43 Indian children is in a family foster home

e i r homes at
Ctﬁcz‘:i&;ﬁe County Indian children are in state-administered foste:

-wide rate for
a per capita rate 7.8 times (780 percent) greater than the state-w
non-Indians in California. - {15 AMADOR COUNTY |
i California Departmen
ling to statistics from the ( Depattment
n Amndoxl'] Coung.,ea“cgoguhﬁn children in state-administered f(:l;:‘; orlld i
lnf I.Ienilrtlh'lfatﬁe:e';;lere are 72 Indian children under twenty-one y
1omes .
Amador County.} . BUTTE COUNTY t
i t o
i 'om the California Departmen
] : according to statisties from the . partment of
Tigsilltﬁp&tx:rg %‘? six Indinnbchildrtlen in stn?;dg::;:&e;gg fv(t::g: fo . h}; ot
in 19748 Indian children un V- 3 Butte
31 19{; ; %‘k{luesr eogzeoﬁigOOf I;very 66.5 Indian children is in a foster family
ounty. \ i

’ » -1y
e e i tate-administered foster fami
1Ginn children are in sta oy
1 of?esBz?tt t: p(égucnatxy)it;r‘fage 5.1 times (510 percent) greater than the s
101X

rate for non-Indians in California.
V. CALAVERAS COUNTY

In c(llﬂvellfls County a,(:(:()tding to statistics from the California Depﬂltﬂle"t
of Health, there were ‘ﬂve Indian children in state-administered foster fnnl"y
'

x1th
Tulane Chu, Pubtie Hef 3
3 tionnaire completed by Ms. e g
Attt Ch“d."’tﬂrﬁi’g&r sr‘llglefvh qs“tistlstlcs, California Depargu;ert);gtgg%le e ol 109,
Stggztéclr:xe%,cgftn& the California Indien population fs unde \

H t PC(2)-1F, “Ar'nel".lcnn
ulation: 1970 ; Subject Repoy I it
M R e e
£ the on by Sex ind Urban, an “of the Census, Census
I A Xl eda County is 5,688. [U.8, l}lnreau t the Ponalation b
o e Pl 1 xgg:'ltary Report PC(81)-104, “Race of ihgsT opulation ;2%
of Population: 1970 Suxﬂ’ne D.C.: U.8. Government Printing Omcex. 175); B 3.1 b.628
fiones 7448 omnls 3 ha8 rbn s  formula i used to determine the In Rller
tlmesp.:}&nlﬁq%%?"?a,f#o% E\h‘t!hsenno‘teher California. counties. Hereafter cited as
one v )
tonnaire. ap. cft. . i :
;agclvf\o?ntm: Iq'?mumtlon by County: op. cit. 1870: 6, 7

B SO NI T SO:
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homes in 1974.* There are 77 Indien ehildren under twenty-one years old in

Calaveras County.t Thus, one out of every 15.4 Indian children is in a foster
family home. . : :

VI. OONTRA COSTA COUNTY

In Contra Costa County, according to statistics from the California Depart-
ment of Health, there Were no Indian chijdren in state-administered foster

family homes in 1974 = There are 762 Indian children under twenty-one years,
old in Contra Costa County.t .

VII. DEL NORTE COUNTY

In Del Norte County, according to statisticg from the California Department
of Health, there were 15 Indian children in state-administered foster family
Bbomes in 1074.* There are 326 Indian children under twenty-one years old in
Del Norte County. ¥ Thus, one out of évery 21.7 Indian children is in a foster

Conclusion

In Del Norte County Indign children are in foster family homes at a per
capita rate 15.5 times (1,650 bercent) greater than the state-wide rate for non-
Indians in California, . . .

VIII. EL DORADO COUNTY

In El Dorado County, according to statisticy from
of Iealth, there were no Indian children in state-

homes in 1974+ There are 103 Indian  children ung
ElDorado County. ¢

the California Department
administered fosteor family
er twenty-one yearg old in

IX, FRESNO COUNTY ,

In Fresno County, according to statistieg from the California Department of
Health, there were 22 Indian children in Rtate-adnﬂnistered, foster family
homes in 1974,* There are 961 Indian children under twenty-one yearg old in
Fresno County.+ Thus, one out of every 43.7 Indian children is in a foster family

ome, . .

Conclusion

In Fresnb'_'("}ounty‘ Indian children are in foster family homes at a per capita

rate 7.7 timeg (770 bercent) greater than the state-wide rate for non-Indians in
Californja. e ) .

X. GLENN COoUNTY -

In Glenn County, according to statistics from the California Department of
Henlth, there were five Indian chlldren in Rtnte-ndministered foster family
homes in 1974, There are 84 Indian children nnder twenty-one years old in Glenn
County.+ Thus, one out of every 18.8 Indian children ig in'g foster family home,
Conclusion '

In Glepn'County Indian children are in foster family homeg at a per capita
rate 20 timeg (2,000 bercent) greater than the, state-wide rate for non-Indians

in California,

. S X1 HUMBOLDT COUNTY . . .

In Humboldt County,f ceording to statisties from” tixe California Department
of Health, there were 18 Indian children in'ntate-ndministered foster family
homes in 1974 % There are 1,389 Indian children under twenty-one Years old in
Humboldt County.+ Thus, one out of every 76.1 Indian children is fn a foster
family hnme._; - C SRR R i

. a N ) . . ) oL ' LRI . . ’
*AATA Questlonnaire, op, cif. B
1Race of the Population by County : op. cit. 1970; g, 7.
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P
I H at GOunty Indian children are in foster famlly homes at a per
n umbol

(fﬂp“a rate 4.4 times (440 per nt reate; han th tate-wi ate for non-
( Ce)g ater t the state de 1 for

Indians in California, £IT. TMPERIAL COUNTT | o
7 ‘a : the California Departme
ding to statistics from oy
fIIr} Ixﬂgerti]?;rgo “171::3 's:vc::rlnd?nn Chﬂdll;?lx:i in ssslfg;idltnvigﬁl;x&e& fyears ity
homes in " 98 Indian ¢ ren ) cars ¢ In
llmmesi;{] égfli':y’{h';‘i\eu:;rgni out of every 56.9 Indian children is v
mper .

family home. L o
Conclusion

In Impe]iﬂ.l County Indian children are in foster fﬂmuS homes at a per
D“‘. ate B.S ( perc ) gr T s -
ca a rat .9 times (590 percent eater than the state wide rate for non-

Indians in California. - L INTO COUNTE . | y
7, a 1 California Departmen
i to statistics from the : i
HInmI]nyt(;)e(Egua%v;ea&cgogg uIlEdian childrer];i 11(;1_ st-aéggg;nzrvl::ﬁfgge e ola lgn
o ndian ¢ ren famtly
homesc'in %371'4"1‘11?1-]3(32;:3?% erery 65.5 Indian children is in a foster
Inyo County. N

home, '

. . . ) ily homes
Conclusion. ) -administered foster fami
. i hildren are in State-n e-wide rate
tm fr;':'ocgglutgtialtzd?f tci:nes (610 percent) greater than the Stat
nat o p y o v .

for non-Indians in California. s
XIV. KERN COUNTY

i i t of
: i he California Depnrtmen .
In Kern Count:y HCCOIdiIlg to statistics ‘from t n 1.
Health, there \Velé three Indian children in stﬂte-adlniuistel‘ed foster family
: ‘ , i i i Ste flll).)“_‘
;'. e out of every 304 Indian children is in n foster
I\ings County. Ihus, on

home,

Conclusion - .
U ¥ I n children are i ate-admi i R
In Kern Count n(hn iildre r n State-ndministered foster family homes

te-wide rate
t a per capita rate 10.5 times (1,050 percent) greater than t‘he Sta
;lor ngn-lndiﬂns in California. .. .

T XV. KINGS COUNTY

’ i : f
' isti lifornla Department o
i 'ding to statistics from the Ca [ ctment of
In] II\I?ES S gs}lzgfayﬁvz::cggld(}::\gchlldreu in state-ndtmlmfst'eggg go:;:; f)!}:lmir{ Kines
PR i hildren under twen - IS
& 195; T. ’g‘}?fsreoizeoﬁ%gnecllgg (.332 Indian children is in a fOStelj fnmily v
County, 3 > ers : .

. ) . ) il
1"" lK. 1'ngs COullfy. Iﬂ('l i : StatE'ﬂduﬂnlSteled foster fami ¥
: fan children are in .
hio at a per Cﬂ.pita rate 10.5 times (1.000 perce. t) greater than the 8 =~
10mes 0. )1 h tate-wide

riate for non-Indians in Californin.
XVI. LAKE COUNTY ‘ . .
t o
i isti the Californig Departmen
ording to statistics from forni e
Ilg:ltlz‘ulzieggu‘:g,e atc;gr Indian children in state-administered fost

homes in 1974.* There are 145 Indian children under tw enty one years old in
Lake COlmty Thus, one out of every 72.5 Indian children is in a foster f&m“y
. ]

home,

nnaire, op. cit. ) .
;ﬁft\cré‘o?lgzﬂgopglatlon by County : op. eit, 1970; 6, 7.

SRR
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Conelusion

In Lake Couny Indian children are in state-administered foster fainily homés
at a per capita rate 4.6 times (460 percent) greater than the State-wide rate' for
hon-Indiang in California, '+ . v ’ T )

vy TR

XVIL LASSEN COUNTY . "

In Lassen County, according to statistjés from the California Departmen; of
Health, there was otie Indian chilq in a ante-arhnlnistered foster family home
in 1974.* There are 166 Indian ‘¢hildren - under twenty-one years old in Lnssén
County.+ Thus, one out of 156 Indian children is in a foster fam_ily home, -
Conclusion o e v e T o

In Lassen County Indian children are in State-administereqd foster family
homes at g Per capita rate 2.2 times (220 percent) greater than the State-wide
rate for non-Indians in California. - . o

XYIII. LOS§ ANGELES COUNTY

In Los Angeles County, according to statisties froin the California Department
of Health, there were 45 Indinn children in State-ndminisrered toster family
homes in 1974 % There ‘are 10,980 Indian children under twenty-one years old in
Los Angeles County.t Thus, ‘one 6ut of eveéry 244 Indjan children ig in o Toster
‘family home, . - S " o : '

Conelugion

foster family
-wide rate for non-

XIX. MADERA COUNTY

In Madera County, according to statistics from the California Department
of Health, there Yere two Indian children in Stute-administered foster family
homes in 1974.* There are 335 Indian children under twenty-one years old in
Madera County.+ Thus, one out of évery 168 Indian children is in a foster family

ome, : ' ’ '

Conclusion

In Madera County Indian children are in State-administered foster family

homes at a ber capita rate 2,0 times (200 Dbercent) greater thap the State-wide
rate for non-Indi_ans in Californig,

XX. MARIN COUNTY

In Marin County, according to statistics from the Californig Department of
Health, there were no Indian children in State-administered foster family homes

én 19t74:; There are 171 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Marin
ounty,

| XX1, MENDOOINO cOUNTY

In Mendocing County, according to Statisties from the Californig Department
of Hea{th, there were eight Indian children in Stute-ndministered foster family
homes in 1974.% There are 649 Indian children under twenty-one years ol in
Mendocino County,} Thus, one out of every 80.3 Indian children ig in a foster
family home,

Oonclusion

In Mendocing County Indian children are ip Stnte-admz‘nistered foster famlly
homes at g

ber capita rate 4.2 times (420 percent) greater thap the State-wide
rate for non-Indiang in California, '

XXI1. MERCED COUNTY

In Merceq County, according to statisties from the California Department of
Health, there was one Ingi i

in 1,974." There are 159 Indian ehildren in Merceq County.+ Thus,
Indian children ig in a foster family home,
—_———

*AATA Questionnaire, op. oft,

tRace of the Population by County ; op. eit, 1970, 8, 71
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Conclusion : N
i i - inistered foster family
ced County Indian children are in State adminis ;
hogle;\ I:tr A per capi{a rate 2.1 times (210 percent)’ greater thap the Stnte wldg
rate for non-Indians in Qa\lfornla. : ) : o )

~« - ¢ - XXIII. MODOC COUNTY

i i i ‘tment of
; County, according to sfatistics from the California Depar .
Hggltll‘\:mgl(l)gre werg seven Indian children in State-administered fcost_er_fauéxlyt
homes in 1974.* There are 78 Indian children in Modo¢ Goun.ty:T Thu's, one out O
every 11.1 Indian children isina foster fnm}ly! home.

Conclusion . ‘
) fen” i -admini foster family

Modoe County Indlan children are In State-administered 4
ho{:es z;)t a per capita rate 30.8 times (3,030 percgnt) greater than‘the State
wide rate for non-Indians in California, ' s ey ) .

XIIV. MONO COUNTY .

i i tment of
o County, according to statistics from the California Depar
ngllllt?xioélhere wasyone Indiar? ‘child in’a State-ndministereq-lfoster family ll:aome
in 1974’." There are 85 Indian children under:‘twenty-one years old in Mono
County.t Thus, one out of 85 Indian children is in a foster family home.

O Aome . S tl dA tered foster family homes
In Mono County Indian children are in State-administered 1o
at a per capita rate 4.0 times (400 percent) greater than the S-tatg-wlde rate for
non-Indians in California. - : R . : .
) - : -1 XXV. MONTEREY COUNTY _
3 e i tisti ifornia Department
In Monterey County, according to statistics from the Cghforma 2
of lI—Iealth thsére werz' no Indian children in State-administered foster family
homes in ’19_74.‘ There are 510 Indian child_rex_x qnder twenty-one years old in

Monterey County.¥ .
o XXVI. NAPA COUNTY N

X tment of
In Napa County, according to statistics from th_e.California Depar
Health Slere was 'one Indian child in a State-administered foster family lgzome
in 1074.* There are 96 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Napa
County.t Thus, one out of 96 Indian children is in & foster family home.

O ame ' . b : State-admi 'it d foster family homes
In Napa County Indian children are in State-administerea fosie
at a perpgapitu rate 3.5 times (350 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for

non-Indians in California. .
. h XXVII. NEVADA COUNTY

) . . s t Of

In Nevada County, according to statistics from the California Departmen
He;lltlh, there were n:) Indian children in State-administered foster family 310}1105
in 1014.* There are 50 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Nex ada

County.t
XXVIII. ORANGE COUXTY

‘ i isti 'ni t of

In Orange County, according to statistics from the Ca}ifomna Departmen
Health, thire were three Indian children in State-ndministered foster family
homes in 1974.* There are 1,756 Indian children under twenty-one years old in
Orange County.} Thus, one out of every. 585 Indian children is in a foster family

home.

Conclusion e : . C

* In Orange County, Indian children are in State-administered foster family
homes at a per capita rate 0.6 times (60 percent) the State-wide rate for non-
Indians in California.

*AATA Questionnaire, op. cif, N ~
tRace o'? the Population by County: on. eft. 1970; 6, 7.
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XXIX. PLACER COUNTY

In Placer County, according to statistics from the California Department of
Health, there was one Indian child in & State-administered foster family home
in 1914.* There are 185 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Placer
County.t Thus, one out of 185 Indian children is in a foster family home.

Conclusion .

In Placer County Indian.children are in State-administered foster family
homes at a per capita rate 1.8 times (180 percent) the Htate-wide rate for non-
Indians in California. : : S by

XXX. PLUMAS COUNTY

N

In Plumas County, according to statistics from the California Department of
Health, there were five Indian children In State-administered foster family
horaes in 1974.* There are 137 Indian children under twenty-one years old in
111’1\1mas County.t Thus, one out of every 27.4 Indian children is in a foster family

ome, - e

Conclusion

In Plumas County Indian children are in State-administered foster family
homes at a per capita rate 12.3 times (1,230 percent) greater than the State-wide
rate for non-Indians in California,.. L . e

\

XXXI, RIVERSIDE COUNTY

In Riverside County, according to statistics from thie California Department
of Health, there were six Indian children in State-administered foster family
homes in 1974.* There are 1,309 Indian children under twenty-one. years old in
Riverside County.t Thus, one out of every 218 Indian children is in a foster
family home, - W [ TR o . . TR o

Conclusion .

In Riverside County Indinn children are in State-administered foster family
homes at a per capita rate 1.5 times (150 percent) the Statewide rate for non-
Indians in California.

: ~ - XXXII. SBACRAMENTO COUNTY

In Sacramento County, acecording to statistics from the California Depart-
ment of Health, there were nine Indian children. in State-ndministered foster
Tamily homes in 1974.,* There are 1,196 Indian children under twenty-one years
old in Sacramento County.} Thus, one out of every 132.9 Indian children 18 in a
foster family home. ' . S e e - A
Conclusion

In Sacramento County Indian children are in State-administered foster family
homes at a per capita rate 2.5 times (250 percent) greater than the State-wide
rate for non-Indians in California. : : Y -- i

XXXIfI. BAN BENITO COUNTY : i

In San Benito County, according to statistics from the California Department
of ITealth, there were no Indian children in State-administered foster family
homes in 1974.* There are 24 Indian children under twenty-one years old in
San Benito County.} . . o [

TR . XXXIV. SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

In &an Dernardino County, according to statisties from the Californin Depart-
ment of IHealth, there were four Indian children in State-ndminigtered foster
family homes in 1874.* There are 1,548 Indian children under twenty-one years
old in San Bernardino Ceunty.f Thus, one out of every 387 Indian children
is in a fnster family home, . . . o . P

Conclision

In San Bernardino County Indian children are in State-administered foster
family homes at a per capita rate 0.9 times (90 percent) the State-wide rate for
non-Indians in California.

*AATA Questionnaire, op, eff,
$Race of the Population by County: om, cit, 1070; 8, 7.
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XXXV. S8AN DIEGO COUNTY

In San Diego County, according to statistics from the California Department
of IHealth, there were three Indian children in State-administered foster family
homes in 1974.* There are 2,634 Indian children under twenty-one years old in
San Diego County.t Thus, one out of every 878 Indian children are in foster
family homes. '

Conclugion

In San Diego County Indian children are in State-administered foster family
homes at a per capita rate 0.4 times (40 percent) the State-wide rate for non-

Indians in California.

XXXVI. EAN FRANCISCO COUNTY

In San Francisco County, according to statistics from the California Depart-
ment of Health, there were 11 Indian children in State-administered foster
family homes in 1974.* There are 546 Indian children under twenty-one years
old in San Francisco County.t Thus, one out of every 118.1 Indian children is in
a foster family home.

Conclusion

In San Francisco County Indian children are in State-administered foster
family homes at a per capita rate 2.9 times (290 percent) greater than the
State-wide rate for non-Indians in Californin. ’

XXXVII. S8AN JOAQUIN COUNTY

In San Joaquin County, according to statistics from the California Depaxt-
ment of Health, there were three Indian children in State-administered foster
family homes in 1974.* There are 546 Indiaan children under twenty-one years
old in San Joaquin Countyt Thus, one out of every 182 Indian children is in &
foster family home. :

Conclusion - , .. = . oo Coe [ . )

In San Joaquin County Indian children are in State-administered foster
family homes at-a per capitn-rate 1.8 times (180 percent) the State-wide rate

for non-Indians in Californisa. ) '
XXXVIII, 8AN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

In San Luis 'Obiépo County, according to statistics from the California
Departiment of Iealth, there were no Indian children in-State-administered
foster family bomes in 1974.* There are 232 Indian children under twenty-one

years old in San Luis Obispo County.t .
XXXIX. SBAN MATEO COUNTY

" In San l\I:(teo County, according to statistics from the Californin Department
of llealth, there were no Indian children in State-administered foster family
homes in 1974.* There are 600 Indian ‘children under twenty-one years old in

San Mateo County.t ) .
XL. SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

In Santa Barbara County, according to statistics from the California Depart-
ment of Health, there were no Indian children in State-administered foster
family homes in 1974,* There are 452 Indian children under twenty-one years
old in Santa Barbara County.t

XLI. BANTA CLARA COUNTY

In Santa Clara County, according to stntistics from the California Depart-
ment of Health, there were 15 Indian children in State-administered foster
family homes in 1974.* There are 1,814 Indian children under twenty-one years
old in Banta Clara County.t Thus, one out of every 120.9 Indian children is in a
foster family home, = . .

*AATA Questionnaire. op. cit.
tRace of the Population bv County: op. cit. 1970: 6, 7.

i
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Conclugion r: [
hd{}l}]@f:}:iti (I,‘leiir?nc?;mty tIngign children ave i~ ©‘ste-administered foster family -
5 4 er capita rate 2.8 times (280 porces : : '
rate for non-Indians In Califernla. (: perecil) greater t}]gnll,plxe State-wide

£ . =
. . . - - i - ity g S
XLIL SANTA CRUZ COUNTY ’ L e

In Santa Cruz County, according to statistics from the California Department -

of Health, there was one Iudian child in g State-administered foster family -

home in 1974.* There are 161 Indian childr
Santa Cr Thiie C ren under twenty-one years old in -
lkmme. Cruz county.t 1hus,l one out o; 161 Indian children is in-a foster. family

Conclusion

hofgg?r::;u}l gggzcg;lz:tifaigtgint'childre; are in State-administered fostef family'
g At s apit: e 2.1 thme 3 :
rate for non-Indiane 1 Goispoes A0 es _( 10 .percent) gxeatevx than the Statefwide

i el o
et

XLIII. SBHASTA COUNTY

In Shast: g rdi ¥ isti i rtment:o
Heait, flcw:%dl“l%ﬁ%t in Statondminsvmy iz Depariment:of
County.t Tlms, olue out of 2\(4411;'1 4051341"(1}?11(111::%%213‘1'2? g?l?i g:satgrof!gmiﬁ Sy
Conclusion K ‘ 7 home'-:
llofx?ess}a]élsff&pe(rjoggiyraI;}:;lri:13' chi.ldren Are in State-ndininistered foster famﬂy.
rate for non-Indit;ns ‘in Ca1'i1‘.“().;'&11‘1::1‘}-1 .e?, <‘ ‘-40. percent) gret_lter than the State-wide

ans . I T I]

. -
: PR

'XLIV. GIERRA COUNTY L \

In Sierra County, accordin i
i ) g to statistics from the Californi
Eegélz{lzl Eh’?h ee :ge;er élolinglil%x}achilg{en in State-administered fosat‘exl-) gf{’:lxl‘;‘? fngfngg
Conmtart . ian children under twenty-one years old in Sierra
XLV, SISKIYOU COUNTY I S o

In Siskiyou County, accordin isti
: ou ( > g to statistics from the Californi
i}rfefégl; Eh’.%‘lh ee 1":9 e;(;eli314n(11;z:11;acnhilgrl%n in Stzte—adminlstereii (;Zgzlt%rl)fi%ﬁ?ugg;lgs
5 children under twenty-one years i iski
County.t Thus, one out of every 39.5 Indian children is in g. fostg:df;.ﬂlisl;sll\:gxgg

COonolusion

In Siskiyou County Indian chi i .

B : 1 children are in State-admj {
r:tn;efso :E] gnl}?;i famta rate_ 8.5 times (850 percent) greatg;}?‘j:e;gdtlfo“er Pt
-Indians in California, ' ' © State-wide

. AR XLVI. SOLANO ‘COUNTY
In Solano County accordi statisti Dep
an : , rding to statistics from the Californ] 'tme:
IQ?Z?LEh,’l ‘tlll):rr: g :: 228 Iflgé?;lnc%ﬂ?l (;;1 a Stactle-administered f%l;;:; Ex%ﬁ}t?g;ﬁi ?xf
AT en under twenty-
County.t Thus, one out of 470 Indian children is in ;f g;;eltezethi;i{);dhg;eSqlgp?

Oonclugion .
: C

n 8o ano COunt‘ Indiall chi dr en are in 8 e-adm 1 . S '

I 1 . 1 . : s ! !
! J . a administerec fos ter fﬂ.lnﬂy

homeﬂ at a pe}'_ Cap'lt.a rate 0.7 tlmes (70 peICent) the State-wide rate for non-

XLVII, S0NOMA COUNTY : '
In i
Sonoma County, according to statistics from the Californ

Health, there were 18 Indi i
, an children in State-
in 1974.* There are 727 Indian children un%%eratmjx:}éxf-tgxggd

in Department of
Toster family homes
years old in Sonoma

Oounty.t Th
. ¥t Thus, one out of every 40.4 Indian children ig in @ foster family home,

*AATA Questionnaire, ¢
, Op, cit,
tRace of the Population by County : op, e, 1870; 8, 7
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LIO. VENTURA COUNTY

In Ventura County according to statisti j » .
s ¢ ¢s from the California D {3
lﬂggzilgh,'f‘ilere was one Indlgin child in & State-administered foster fasﬂ?; 1?;211: flf
) ere are 515 Indian children under twenty-one vears old in Ventura.

Conclhision
? _
‘ County.} Thus, one out of 515 Indian children is in a foster family home. 7 :
i ‘

{

In Sonoma County Indian children are in State-ndministered foster fum.!ly
homes at a pér capitn rate 8.3 times (830 percent) greater than tbe State-wids

rate for non-Indians in'California.

-

XLVIII. STANISLAUS COUNTY .
In Stanislaus County, according to statistics from the California Departmnent

e

Conclusion

* ; : s _ P : In Ventura County Indian ol in &
of Health, there were five Indian children in State-sdministered foster family | ounty Indian children are in State-administ,
\La, Ny s i " -enty-one years old in ! homes at a per capita Tt -t stered foster family
homes in 1974.* ‘There are 307 Indian children under twenty ; Indians in CalifonI])ia. rate 0.7 times (70 percent) the State-wide rate for nos-,

Stanisiaus County.t t
LIV. 'YOLO COUNTY )

{

]

i
- oo
1 . i
1

Thus, one out of every 61 Indian children is in a foster family

home. .
Conclusion ' ; : o ' ‘ . In Yolo County, according to statistics from tn i ] i
_ ) ) ] ; e Calif b
In Stanislaus County Indian children are in State-administered foster fam.lly K Eﬁ;lthjy th;re ‘was one Indian Child in g State-admixl:igg:zigdDfeolgs%;f'mglt n.i:\ i
homes at a per capita rate 5.5 times (550 percent) greater than the State-wide ? Yol eCn lt 74.* There are 213 Indian children undey twenty-one years olﬁlhin 7
rate for non-Indians in California. : i o 0 County.t Thus, one out of 213 Indian children is in g family foster home‘ '
) onclusion et

In Sutter County, according to statistics from the California Departient of at a per capita rate 1.6 times (160 percent) the State-wi .
Health, there were three Indian children in State-administered foster family in California, ) ) te-wide rate for non-Indim_ls

i
1 N i
XLIX. SUTTER COUNTY 1 In Yol . . L
. lv a Yolo County Indian children are in State-administered foster family homes
i
!
A {
homes in 1974.* There are 84 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Sutter !

LV, YUBA COUNTY

County.t Thus, one out of every 31.8 Indian children is in a foster family home. i . )
yT : : . Hélal“}ubz}l Cpunty, accordmg to statistics from the California Department of
Conclusion : ' ; homes § t1%1e arore 1o Indian children in State-administered fol)st;rmfnmitl) '
: in 1974, The;e are 94 Indian children under twenty-one years o%d ji:-

In Sutter County Indian children are in State-administered foster family Yuba County.+

homes at a per capita rate 10.8 times‘(l,OSO percent) greater than the State-wide i T . i

rate for non-Indians in California. : : : ‘ . )
. . 7 j LYI-LVIIL COLUSA, MARIPOSA AND TRINITY COUNTIES '
‘ L. TEHAMA COUNTY 1 The California Department of H . y : R
) 4 ealth was
In Tehama County, according to statistics from the California Department of 4 data for Colusa, Mariposa angd Trinity counﬁeg?’a’}l)‘llfe:g aa;lep 12)}7% ?ngl fOStel.' care
Health, there was one Indian child in a State-administered foster family home | under twenty-one years old in these three countiesg ¥t ' ndian children
in 1974.* There are 137 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Tehama i e e - ) . . Lo . )
County.t Thus, ore out of 13T Indian children is in a foster family home, *AAIA Questionnaire, op. ofz, ) . b
tRace of the Population by Gounty : op, gz, 1970; 8,7,

Conclusion ) i e
In Tehama County Indian children are in State-administered foster family )

homes at a per capita rate 2.5 times (250 percent) greater than the State-wide

rate for non-Indians in California. y

L1. TULARE COUNTY ; l

In Tulare County, according to statistics from the California Department of ;
Health, there were 15 Indian children in State-asdministered foster family homes ;
in 1974.* There are 613 Indian children under twenty-one yearg old ip Tulare
County.t Thus, one out of every 40.9 Indian children is in a foster family home,

Conclugion .

In Tulare County Indian children are in State-administered foster family
homes at a per capita rate 8.2 times (820 percent) greater than the State-wide i
rate for non-Indians in California. - H

LII. TUOLUMNE COUNTY

In Tuolumne County, according to statistics from the California Department of i
Health, there were two Indian children in State-administered foster family homes
in 1974.* There are 248 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Tuolumne
County.t Thus, one out of every 123 Indian children is in a foster family home.

Conclugion

In Tuolumne County Indian children are in State-administered foster family
homes nt a per capita rate 2.7 times (270 percent) greater than the State-wide
rate for non-Indiang in California.

*AATA Questionnaire, op. eff.
tRace of the Population by County: op. cit. 1970; 8, 7.
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IDAHO INDIAN ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS
Basic Facts

1. There are 302,170 under twenty-one year olds in the State of I'daho.’
- 2. There are 3,808 under twenty-one year old American Indians in the State of

Idaho.? .
3. There are 298,902 non-Indians under twenty-one years old in the State of

Idaho. :
1. ADOFTION

In the State of Idaho, according to the Idaho Department of Health and -
Welfare, there were an average of 14 public agency adoptions per year of
American Indian children from 1973-1975.° This data base is too small‘t‘o allow
realistic projection of the total number of Indian children in adoptive care.
We can say thoungh that during 1973-1975 1.1 percent vof Idaho Indian children
were placed for adoption.

e])(\au%;ngc 1973—1975Paccording to the Idaho Department of Health and Welfqre,
there were an average of 109 public agency adoptions per year of non-lnd}an
children in Idaho. Thus, during 1978-1975, 0.1 percent of Idaho non-Indian

children were placed for adoption,- a

Conclusion . :

Based on the three-year period 1973-1975, and not including any .primte
agency placements, Indian children were placed for adoption af; a per capita rate
11 times (1,100 percent) greater than that for non-Indian _chll‘dren; 88 percel_lt
of the Indian children placed in adoption by public agencies in Idaho in 1975
were placed in non-Indian homes.®

"II. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, there
were 296 Indian cbildren in foster care in Fiscal Year 1976.* This represents one
out of every 12.9 Indian children in the State. By comparison there were 3,615
non-Indian children in foster care during Fiscal Year 1976," representing one out
of every 82.7 non-Indian children in the State.

Conclusion
There are therefore, by proportion, 8.4 times (640 percent) as many Indian
¢hildren as non-Indian children in foster care in Idaho.

III, COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

- &ince we are unable to estimate’the total number of Indian children cur-
rently in adoptive care in Idaho, it is not possible either to estimate the total
number of Indian children receiving adoptive and foster care. The foster care
statistics alone, and the adoption data we do bave, make it unmistakably clear

L8, Nurean of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteristics of
the Topulation, Part 14, “Idabo” (U.8. Government Printing Office: Washington, D.C.:
1978), . 14-48.

2 ngdfp p, 14~48 (Table 19), pp, 14-265 (Table 139), Indian people comprise 54 percent
of the total nom-white population according to Table 189. According to Table 19 there
gre 7,051 non-whites under twenty-one. 7,051 times .54 equals 8,808,

3 Telephone interview with Ms. Shirley Wheatler, Adogtlons Coordinator, Idaho Depart-
ment of Health and Welfare, July 23, 19076, A fotal of 41 Indian children were placed
for ndoption hy the Idaho Departement of Health and Welfare during these three yenrs,

¢ Ibld. A totel of 828 non-Indlan children were placed for adoption by the Idaho De-
pagtIzgfdnt of Health and Welfare during these three yeara.

@ Telephone interview with Ma. Ruth Pefley, Bureau of Research and Statistics, Idaho
Dg’pf.glténent of Health and Welfare, July 23, 1d76.
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that Indian children are removed from their families at rates far exceeding fhose
for non-lndian children.

The above figures are hased only on the statistics of the Idaho Department of
1lealth and Welfare and do not include private agency placements. They are
therefore minimum figures. :

IDAHO APPENDIX

County-by-CountfAnnlysis gf Idaho Foster Care Statistics

I. BENEWAH, BONNER, BOUNDARY, XOOTENAX AND SIIOBHONE COUNTIES

In Benewah, Bonner, Boundary, Kootenai and Shoshone counties, according
to statistics from the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, there were 33
Indian children in State-administered foster care in Fiscal Yenr 1976.* There are
446 Indian children under twenty-one vears old in these five counties.? Thus one
in every 13.5 Inudian children is in foster care.

Conclusion . : .

In Benewah, Bonner, Boundary, Kootenai and Shoshone counties Indian
children are in State-adininistered foster care at a per capita rate 6.1 times (610
percent) greater than the Statewide rate for non-Indians in Idaho,

II. CLEARWATER, IDATIO, LATAH, LEWIS AND NEzZ PERCE COUNTIES

In Clearwater, Idaho, Latah, Lewis and Nez Perce counties, according to sta-
tistics from the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, there were 62 Indian-
children in State-administered foster care in Fiscal Year 1976.° There are 827,
Indian children under twenty-one years old in these flve counties.* Thus one in
every 13.3 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion

. In Clenrwa.te_r, Idaho, Tatah, Lewis and Nez Perce counties Indian children are
in State-administered foster care at a per capita rate 6.2 times (620 percent)
greater than the Statewide rate for non-Indians in Idaho.

III. ADAMS, CANYON, GEM, OWYHEE, PAYETTE AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES

In Adams Canyon, Gem, Owyhee, Payette and Washington counties, according
to statistics from the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, there were 20
Indian children in State-administered foster care in Fiscal Year 1976.° There
are 298 Indian children under twenty-one years old in these six counties.® Thus
one in every 14.9 Indian children is in foster care. .

Conclusion

Iu Adams,‘ Canyon, Gem, Owyhee, Payette and Washington counties Indian
children are in State-administered foster care at a per capita rate 5.6 times {560
percent) greater than the Statewide rate for non-Indians in Idaho.

1 Letter and mblé (*Foster Caré by Region’) from Ms; Ruth Pefiey, Research Analyst
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare July 27, 1078, Thesa countiy Jon
Lot the Iaano De artmentlogiHealghBand Weltare, ntles comprise Reglon

e total Indlan population o enewah, Bonner, Boundary, Kootenal n s
countles- is 739, [U.S‘: Bureau of the Censns, Census of Po nIa}i:fon: 1970 Sur;)(;)lgrlw:::xl;?\?\e/
I\Ir,:{mrt PC(S1)~104, “Race of the Population by County ; 10'}70" (U.S. Government Printiny
0 e Washington, D.C.: 1975). pp. 12-13.] Arsuming that the age breakdown of tia
Indisn population of FBevewsh,” Bopter, Bovndsrr, Egotenss #0¢ Khewbone cuppeier ir
MBI % U B Wte sy AAGHRCOw A 20 rdfling Japnleton Sr Govi, 4.7 perrent
ars under twenty-nne vears old, (There gre 3.8308 nnder twenty-one yeur old American

Tndlans 1n Idaho out of a total Indian population of 8,315, See footnote 2 ty the Idnho

statistics, and the U.S. Census Bureau references cited therein.) 739 timex .603 equals 448
total Indian population under twenty-one years of age in these five couinties. The same
formula {3 used to determine the Indlan under twenty-one year old population in the
otl,m\ri Idﬁhtéhc%mﬂtles. clt. Th
Ms. Ru efley, op. ese countles comprise Re I o by

of Hogltsan hefley, or jod glon I1 of the Idaho Depariment

:;IRacﬁ otfhth; é’opulntlonﬂbyT%ounty." Joc. eit. : .

8. Ru efley, op, cit. ese counties comprise R rt-

ment ot Hossth eos iy B ot prise Region III of the Idaho Depart

¢ “Race of the Population by County,” loc. cit, o '

'
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iV, ADA, BOISE, ELMORE AND VALLEY COUNTIES

In Ada, Boise, Elmore and Valley counties, according to statistics from the
Tdaho Department of Health and Welfare, there were 17 Indian _children in
Stnte-ndministered foster care in Fiscal Year 1976.” There are 243 Indian children
under twenty-one vears old in these four counties.® Thus one in every 14.3 Indian
children is in foster care. '

Conclusion

In Ada, Boise, Elmore and Valley counties Indian children are in State-admin-
istered foster care at a per capita rate 5.8 times (580 percent) greater than the
State-wide rate for non-Indians in Idaho.

V. BLAINE, CAMAS, CASSIA, GOODING, JEROME, LINCOLN,
MINIDOKA, AND TWIN FALLS COUNTIES

In DBlaine, Camas, Cassla, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, Minidoka and Twin Falls
counties, according to statistics fromn the Idaho Department of Health and Wel-
fare, there were 19 Indian children in State-administered foster care in Flscal
Year 1076.° There are 236 Indian children under twenty-one years old in these
eight counties.® Thus one in every 12.4 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion :

In Blain, Camas, Cassia, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, Minidoka and Twin Falls
counties Indian -children ave in State-administered foster care at a per capita
rate 6.7 times (670 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in

Idaho.

YI. BANNOCK, BEAR LAKE, BINGHAM, CARIBOU, FRANKLIN, ONEIDA, AND POWERS
- COUNTIES

In Banuock, Bear Lake, Bingham, Caribou, Franklin, Oneida, and Power coun-
ties, according to statistics from the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare,
there were 128 Indian children in State-administered foster care in Fiseal Year
19762 There are 1,647 Indian children under twenty-one years old in these seven
counties.” Thus one in every 12.9 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion

In Bannock, Bear Lake, Bingham, Caribou, Franklin, Oneida and Power coun-
ties Indian children are in State-administered foster care at a per capita rate
6.4 times (640 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Idaho.

VII, BONNEVILLE, BUTTE, CLARK, CUSTER, FREMONT, JEFFERSON, LEMHI, MADISON AND
TETON COUNTIES

In Bonneville, Butte, Clark, Custer, Fremont, Jefferson, Lemhi, Madison and
Teton counties, according to statistics from the Idaho Department of Health and
Welfare, there were 17 Indian children in State-administered foster care in Fiscal
Year 1976.** There are 335 Indian children under twenty-one years old in these
nine counties. Thus one in every 19.7 Indian children is in foster care.

Thus one in every 19.7 Indian children is in foster care.. '

Conclugion

In Bonwpeville. Butte, Clark. Custer. Fremont. Jefferson. Temhi, Madison and
Teton counties Indian children are in Stateadministered fuostes cure at & pet
capita rate 4.2 times (420%) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indiang in
Tdaho. A : ' o ’

7 Ms. Ruth Pefley, op. cit. ./ These countles comprise Region IV of the Idaho Department
of Health and Welfare.

8 “Race of the Populaiion by County,” lo¢. elt.

® Mp. Ruth Pefley, op. cit. These counties comprise Reglon V of the Idaho Department
of Henalth and Welfare. :

10 'Rgce of the Population by County,” loc. cit.

11 Mg, Ruth Pelley, on. cit. These counties comprise Region VI of the Idaho Department
of Health and Welfare.

1 “Race of the Population by County,” loec. cit.

18 Mg, Ruth Pefley, op. eit. These counties comprise Reglon VII of the Idaho Departinent
.of Health and Welfare, .

1 ¥Race of the Population by County® ; loe. eit.
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MAINE INDIAN ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS !

Basic Facts

1. There are 396,110 under twenty-one year olds in Maine! :

2, Tl!lere are 1,084 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the State of
Maine.

3. There are 395,026 non-Indians under twenty-one in Maine.

"I ADOPTION

In the State of Maine, according to the Maine Department of ITuman Services,
there was an average of two public agency andoptions per year of Indian children
during 1974-1975.° This data base is too small to allow realistic projection of the
total number of Indian children in adoptive care. YWe can say though that during
1974-1975 0.4 percent of Maine Indian children were placed for adoption,

During 1974-1975, according to the Maine Department of Yluman Services, an
average of 1,057 non-Indian children were placed for adoption in Maine.! T'hus,
durm;i; 1874-1975, 0.3 percent of Maine non-Indian children were placed for
adoption. .. - : e

Conclusions

Based on limited data, and not in including any private agency placements,
Indian and non-Indian children are placed for adoption by public agencies at ap-
proximately similar rates.

C oo o II. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics. from the Maine Department of Human Services, in
1975 there were 82 Indian children in foster homes.® This represents one out of
every 13.2 Indian children in the State. By comparison there were 1,568 non-
Indian children in foster homes in 1975, representing one out of every 251.9 non-
Indian children in the State. ' '

Coneclusion

By rate, therefore, Indian children are placed in foster bomes 19.1 times
(1,010%) more often than non-Indians in Maine. As of 1973, the last year for
which a breakdown is available, 64 percent of the Indian children in foster care
were in non-Indian homes,”

, 111, : COMBINED F¥OSTER CARED AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Since we are unable to.estimate.the total number of Indian children cur-
rently in adoptive care in Maine, it 18 not possible elither to estimate the total
number of Indian children receiving adoptive and foster care. The foster care
statistics alone make it unmistakably clear that Indian children are removed
from their families at rates far exceeding those for non-Indian children.

1 7.8, Bureau of the Census, 1070 Census of the Population, Volume I: Characteristics
of the Population, Part 21: “Maine” (Washington, D.C.: U.8. :
19;7-'1*])i Fﬂ%‘ezli"v :; 2(1;1; o " (25 " g h Government Printing Office:

hid., . - Tahle . D =257 (Tnble 130). Tndian peaple comnrise 35 percent

of the total non-white population according to Table 189. According to Table 19 th
8,098 non-whites under twenty-one. 3,008 times 85 percent equals 1,&84. ' ere are
3Telenhoue inferviews with Ms. IPredn Plumlev, Substitnte Care Consultant. Mafne
i);ggrtment of Human Services, June 29-80, 1876, Letter from Ms. Plumley, July 18,

¢ Pelephone interviews with Ma, Preda Plninley, on, elt, ¢f, Natlo Cent Snrin
Stagaten U, Dopas et of meki Bducation 1o yrette, v dopilton 1677 DHEY
. ) epor: T 3 ¥
for whom adoption petitions were granted i D 1. o April 1076 Tab.h 1, “Chlldren
:’.Il':ilgphone interviews with Ms, Freda Plumley, op. eit. - - - '
N . Tt
7 Inid. Yooy
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' APPENDIX: ,Hxsronrcu: NoTE 10 ’.hm MAINE FOSTER CAn_E STATISTICS
o o 1. 1080 T

In 1069, according to statistics from the Maine Department of Iuman Serv-
ices, there were 82 Indian children in foster homes.* This represented one out of
every 13.2 Indian ¢hildren in the State. By comparison, there were 2,099 non-
Indlan children in foster homes in '1969," representing one out of every 188.2
non-Indian children in the State. = “*. ~ . = . . Coy
‘Conclusion’ : e Pl .

In 1969, Indian children were placed in foster homes at a rate 1\4.3 times
(1,480%) greater than that for non-Indians in the State of Maine, ' "

. ' . 1072 e

- . P T A P Dot . el -
: -In 1972, according. to statistics from.the Maine Departinent .of Human Serv-
ices, there were 136 Indian children in foster homes.® This represented one out
of every eight Indian children in the State. By comparison, there were 1,918

non-Indian children in foster homes in 1972,* representing one of every 206 non-
Indian children in the State.

Conclusion

By rate, therefore, Indinn children are in foster care at n per capita rate 25.8
times (2,680%) greater than that for non-Indians in the State of Maine.

IIT. 1072—ARO0STOOK COUNTY

Aroostook County (home of the Micmac and Malecite tribes accounted for
more than half of the Indian foster care placements in 1972. In Aroostook
County alone, sccording to statistics from the Maine Department of Human
Services, there were 73 Indian children in foster care in 1972.° This represente
one out of every 8.3 Indian children in Aroostook county.® -

Conclusion,
In Arcostook County in 1972 Indian children were placed in foster homes at
a rate 62.4 times (6,240 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-

Indians. :
Iv, 1973

In 1978, according to statistics from the Maine Department of Human Sexv-
ices, there were 104 Indian children in foster homes.” This represented one out
of every 10.4 Indian children in the State. By comparison, there were 1,861 non-
Indian children in foster homes in 1973, representing one out of every 212.3
non-Indian children in the State.

Conclusion
In 1973, Indian children were placed in foster homes at a rate 20.4 times
(2,040 percent) greater than that for non-Indians in the State of Maine,

1 Telephone Interviews with Ms. Freda Plumley, Substitute Care Consultant, Maine De-
partment of Human Services, June 29-30, 1978, Letter from Mas. Plumley, Jufy 13, 1876.
The years included in this historical note are the last years for which the Maine De-
pa;?ﬂ‘ﬁ-{" of Human Services 18 able to supply statistics,

4 Ibid.

¢ Thid.

" Ibid. 1972 was the only year for which the Maine Department of Human Services was
able to supply a county-by-county breakdown of Indlan foster care placements.

®The totnl Indian pornintion of Aroostook County ir 436. (V].8, Burean of the Cenens.
Census of Population: 1070 Supplementary Report PC(81)-104, “Race of the Population
by County: 1970"” (U.S. Government Printing Office: Washington, D.C.: 19753), p. 22.)
Assuming that the age breakdown of the Indlan population of Aroostook County 1s similar
to the atate-wide apge breakdown of the Indlan population in Maine, 55.3 percent under
twenty-one years old. (There are 1,084 under twenty-one year old American Indians in
Malne out of a total Indlan population of 1,081, See footnote 2 to the Maine statistics,
and the U.8. Census Bureau references cited therein.) 438 times 55.3 percent equals 241
total Indinn population nnder twenty-one vears of age in Aroostook County,

: ?g;tdtlstlcs from Ms. Freda Plumley, op. cit.

Wil ersnaldlot ekdi S
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Basic Facts 1

1. There are 396,110 under twenty-one year olds in Matne! C a0
2. There are 1,084 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the State of

Maine.?
3. There are 395,026 non-Indians under twenty-one in Maine.

1. ADOPTION

In the State of Maine, according to the Maine Department of Human Services,

there was an average of two public agency adoptions per year of Indian children

during 1974-1975.° Thig data base is too small to allow realistic projection of the

total number of Indian children in adoptive eare. We can say though that during

1974-1975 0.4 percent of Maine Indian children were placed for adoption. VE

During 1974-19%5, according to the Maine Department of Human Services, an

average of 1,057 non-Indian children were placed for adoption in Maine.! Thus, -

during 1874-1975, 0.3 percent of Maine non-Indian children were placed- for
adoption. .. - o : o AR
-

Conclusions
Based on limited data, and not in including-any private agency placements,

Indian and non-Indian children aré placed for adoption by public agencies at ap- -

proximately similar rates,
A : II. FOSTER CARE '

f_\ccording to statistics from the Maine Department of Fuman Services, in
1975 there were 82 Indian children in foster homes.® This represents one out of
every 13.2_ Indm'n children in the- State. By comparison there were 1,568 non-
Indian children in foster homes in 1975,° representing one out of every 251.9 non-
Indian children in the State, . : '

Conclusion

By rate, therefore, Indian children nre placed in foster bowmes 19.'1 times
(1,910%) more often than non-Indians in Maine. As of 1973, the last year for

which. a breakdown is available, 64 percent of the Indian children in foster care
were in non-Indian homes.” .

III. COMBINED FOSTER GARD AND ADOPTIVE OARE

Smcq we are unable fo.estimate. the total number of Indian children cur-
rently in adoptive care in Maine, it is not possible either to estimate the total
nuprer of Indian children receiving adoptive and foster care. The foster care
statistics alone make it uninistakably clear that Indian children are removed
from their families at rates far exceeding those for non-Indian children.

1 11.8, Burean of .the Conuus, 1870 Census of the Population, Vol :
%’ 7t%1)e ;l"%rglllgn]téon, 12’11155 ,;21: “Maine? (Washington, D.C? : 0.8, é«xer‘ﬁﬁt‘ Ig_lllgaancgteaﬁfg:g

2Ibid., p. 21-43 (Tahle 1), p, 21-237 (Tabla 120). Tndinn pea le comnprise 61
of the total non-white population according to Table 139, Acco;din] to Table lﬂv‘sthler:!cag;
a,qgg non-whites under twenty-one, 8,008 times 35 percent equala 1,584.

3Telephone interviews with Mg, I'reda PPlumlev, Nubstitnte Care Cansultant. Maine
R;e?grtment of Human Services, June 20-80, 1976, Letter- from Ms. Plumley, 3u1y 18,'

¢ Telenhone Interviews with M. Freda Phnnlev. n. ¢it. Ct. N, )
%m‘fcﬁfféfi% I()gx;zaggzg[%ri% ggbl"{)e;}g:s E%ucatlon e'mdn Welfare, *&5‘0“%“0“:3;?3“1’3’?4?3rni;ﬂ'hw’
fol; whom adop'tlon petitions were anstedeg%x:tﬁ-m (1874), 4pril 1076. Table 1, “Childrea
- ;[‘be’l((]ephone interviews with Ms. Freda Plumley, op, eit, * i '

7 Ibid.
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In 1969, according to statlstics from the Maine 'Departmeut of Iluman Serv-
ices, there were 82 Indian children in foster homes.! This represented one out of
every 13.2 Indian children in the State. By comparison, there were 2,000 non-
Indian children in foster homes in 1960 representing one out’ of ever)‘ 188.2
non-Indian children in the State:' - . . .

Concluqton e

In 1069, Indisn children were placed In foster homes at a rate 14.3 times
(1, 430%) greater tlmn that for non-Indians in the State of Maine. ’ L a

II. 1072 -

In 10:2 accoxdlng to stntistlcs from the ane Department of Humun Serv
ices, there were 186 Indian children in foster homes.® This represented one out
of every eight Indian children in the State. By comparison, there were 1,918
non-Indian children in foster homes in 1972,* representing one of every 206 non-
Indian ebildren in the State,

Conclusion -

By rate. thevefore, Indian children are in foster care at a per capita rate 25.8
times (2,5809%) greater than that for non-Indians in the State of Maine.

II1. 1072—AROOSTOOK COUNTY

Aroostook County (home of the Micmac and Malecite tribes accounted for
more than half of the Indian foster care placements in 1972, In Aroostook
County alone, according to statistlecs from the Maine Department of Human
Services, there were 73 Indian children in foster care m 1972.® This represented
one out of every 3.3 Indian children in Aroostook county.®
Conclusion.

In Arocostook County in 1972 Indian children were placed in foster homes at
a rate 62.4 times (6,240 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-
Indians.

IV, 1973

In 1973, according to statistics from the Maine Department of Iluman Serv-
ices, there were 104 Indian children in foster homes.” This represented one out
of every 10.4 Indian children in the State. By comparison, there were 1,861 non-
Indian children in foster homes in 1973, representing one out of every 212.3
non-Indian children in the State.

Conclusion

In 1973, Indian children were placed in foster homes at a rate 20.4 times
(2,040 pelcent) greater than that for non-Indians in the State of Maine.

1 Telephone {nterviews with Ms, Freda Plumley, Substitute Care Consgultant, Malne De-
partment of Human Services, June 20-30, 1076, Letter from Ms. Plumley, J’uly 1976.
The years included {n this historlcal note are the last years for which the Mnlne De-
par%rg\ient of HBuman Services is able to supply statistica.

8 Ibid.

¢ Ibid.

& Ibid, 1072 was the only year for which the Maine Department of Human Services was
able to supply a county-by-county breakdown of Indian foster care placements.

8 The total Indian ponnliation of Arnostook Conntvy is 436, (118, Burean of the (lenens,
Census of Populntlon 1970 Supplementary Report PC(S1)-104, “Race of the Populaﬂon
by County: 1970" (U.S. Government Printing Office: Washington, D.C.: 1978), p. 22.)
Assuming that the age breakdown of the Indlnn population of Aroostook Connty is similar
to the state-wide age breakdown of the Indlan population in Malne, 55.3 percent under
twenty-one years old. (There are 1,084 under twenty-one year old American Indians in
Malne out of a total Indlan population of 1,061, See footnote 2 to the Maine statlstics,
and the U.S, Census Bureau references cited therein. ) 4368 times 535.3 percent equals 241
tornl Trndinn popnintion under twenty-one vears of age in Aroostook County

ng?dtlstlcu from Ms. Freda Plumley, op. cit.
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NorE. The Maine Indian community undertook concerted action in 1972-73
concerning the massive numbers of Indian children being placed in foster care.
The drop in foster care rates reflects the notable progress brought about by
Maine Indian people.

The current rates reflect how much still needs to be done.

In Eebruary 1973 the Maine Advisory Committee to the Umted States Com-
mission on' Civil Rights held hearings into the issue,, "Two of, the recommenda-

tions made by the Maine Advisory Committee were:

1. That Maine's Department of Health and Welfme identxfy nnd ‘secure
Tederal funds to upgrade potential Indian foster homeés for Indian children,
and that Maine's Department of Health and Welfare upgrade the homes w}nch
it built on the, Passamaquoddy Reservation. '

2. That the U.8, Commission on Civil Rights initiate a natienal Indian. fostcr
care project to determine if there iy massive deculturation of Indian children.’

° Maine Advisory Committee to the United Stntes Commlsslon on Clvil Rights, Federa!
aszdhtStaaeg %e)rvlcca and tha Maine' Imuan (Wnshlnzton, DC.. U. s, Commisslon on Clvﬂ
ghts p. : i



568

MICHIGAN INDIAN ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS
" Basic Facts

1. Tliere are 3,727,438 under twenfy-one year olds in the State of Michigan!
2. There are 7,404 under twenty-one year old Amercan Indiang in the State

of Michigan,? : -
. 8. There are 3,720,034 non-Indians under twenty-one in the State of Michigan.

e s . 1. ADOPTION _

“In the .State of Michigan, according to the Michigan Department of Social
Services ? and 12 private child placement agencies in Michigan,' there were 62
Indian children placed in adoptive homes during 1973. Using State figures re-
ported to the National Center for Social Statistics of the U.S. Department of
Health, Education and Welfare,® 63 percent (or 39) are under one year of nge
when placed. Another 20 percent (or 12) are one year to less than six years oll
when placed; 13 percent (or eight) are six years, but less than twelve when
placed; and 4 percent (or three) are twelve years and over.® Using the formula
then that: 39 Indian children per year are placed in adoption for at least 17
years, 12 Indian children are placed in adoption for a minimum average of 14
years, eight Indian. children are placed in adoption for an average of unine
Years, and three Indian ¢hildren-are placed in adoptioh for an average of three
years; there are 912 Indian children under twenty-one years old in adoption at
any one time in the State:of Michigan. This represents one out of every 81
Indian children in the State. - = .

"There were 8302 noit-Indians under twenty-one jears old placed in adoptive
homes in Michigan in 1973.7 Using the same formula.as above, there are 122,860
non-Indians in adoptive homes in Michigan, or one out of every 30.3 non-Indian

children.
Conclusion

There are therefore Ly proportion 3.7 times (370 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in adoption in Michigan.

1 7.8, Bureau of the Census, Censug of Population: 1970, Voiume I, Characteristics of

t(liie”‘:';opulat;o“n.eljart 24, “Michigan” (U.S. Government Printing Office : Washington, D.C.:
» DD, —0

2 ”.é. !I-’(puronu of the Censna, Censns of Ponulation: 1070 Snhject Renorts Tinal Renort
PC(2)-1F, *‘American Indlans” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office:
ig;g) Tagle 2, "Age of the Indlan Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

B8,

2 Letter from R. Bernard Houston, Director, Michigan Department of Social Services,
February 23, 1973. .

¢ Leter from Bethany Christlan Home, N.E. Grand Rapids (4 children); Catholie
Social Services. of the Diocese of Grand Rnrids (11 children); Catholic Social Services,
Pontiae (1 child) ; Child and Family Services of Mlichigan, fnc., Alpena (2 children),
Brighton (8 children), Farmington (5 children), Fort Huron (2 chlldren); Child and
Family Services of the Upper Peninsula, Marquette (1 child) { FPamlily and Chlid Care
Service, Traverse City (1 child) ; Clarence D. Fischer (1 child); Michigan Chlldren'a
B)?itlld F‘ax)nlly Service, Traverse Clty (1 child) ; Regular Baptist Children’s Home (2
¢ ren).

s National Center for Social Statisties, U.S, Department of Heulthr, Education and
Welfare, "Adoptions in 1974 DHEW DIublication No, (SRS) 76-03259, NCSS Report
E-10 (10742, April 1076. Table 10, “"Children adopted by unrelated petitioners by age
at time of placement, by state, 1974,” p. 16. (Absolute numbers converted into percentages
for murposer of this report.

¢ The median age at time of placement of children adopted by unrelated petitioners in
1974 in Michigan wasg .4 months. Ibid,, n, 15,

T Nationnl Center for Social .Statistics, U.S. Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, “Adoptions in 1973,” DHEW Publication No. (SRS) 76~-03259, NCSS Report E-10
(1973), July 1975. Table 1, “Children for whom adoption petitions were granted in 41
reporting Stntes,” n. 4.
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II. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Michigan Department of Soci I J
?nd sevlen private_child _plucement agencies® therlt)a were 82 In(l?:nalcll%ilr;ﬂﬂ
s(éster homes in 1973. This represents one out of every 90 Indian children in the

at‘e. B_j comparison there were 5,801 non-Indian children in foster homes,”
representing one out of every 641 non-Indian children in the State, ,, . =

i

Conclusion

By rate therefore Indian children are p Tl ti 10
; Placed in foster homes 7.1 times (710
percent) more often than non-Indian children in the State of Michlgang (
) . o - - o e [HEIIR1IS N

IIT, COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE “ -..";f‘.' g1

Using the above figures a total of 994 under twenty-one year old I ildren
z"tre_elther in foster homes or adoptive homes in ythe esyt:a‘:z 0021 ﬁgmﬂu&‘m
tlemesents one out of every 7.4 Indian children. Similarly, for non-Indians In

1e‘ State, 128,§61 under twenty-one year olds are either in foster care or adoptiv
Care, representing one in every 28.9 non-Indian children. , . . R PR
Conclusion o R reonvibet

By rate therefore Indian children are removed frorﬂ tl '. 1 ‘ s ‘and | od
. ) . s ‘and placed
In adoptive care or foster care 8.9 times (390 percen 'often than no -
children in the State of Michigan. (890 percent) more often than nonrIndian

SR U EERUTI T

® Lotter from R. Bernard Houston, op. elt o L ot
° Letters from Bethany Christian Efomé N.E. Grand Ra H

S Spmiee ot e, Blocr ot Trand Wt el SaPi a7 S iy S

(2 children) ; Family and hild Care Servic e’r;o o Clty (b ae o ome, Royal Oak

Children Servicsiay, . e Service, a,vers.e Clty (5 children) ; Family and .

sef,’{é’:&f"?"‘é‘*"tcuij ?22{31&}:‘?;?0. Area (2 children) ; Michigan Chudrgn'é and Family

anl Center for Soclal Statisties, U.8. Department
Xchlg%ire, “Children Served by Public Welfare Age%cles and o%’ollquex;ltlgi %tl];‘!llc&lﬂ%zl&l:’do
Rgportesmfgd(g}g,tllgutgzgsuhgz;c%9179371."'[:&bDIHEgW“PC%l‘)IIécatlon No, (SRS) T73-03258, NC88
’ v . ] » X

pub}ic welfare agencles a\nd voluntary child welfare agee’xllcf:: e;;!&xginzgféglﬂgggv"lcea:.lf.r‘q(m

B 1 L. o R R NI

PITEY E



570

MINNESOTA INDIAN APOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS

Basic Facts

" 1. There are 1,585.186 under twenty-one year olds in Minnesota.!
L 2. There are 12,672 under twenty-one year old American Indians in Minnesota.?
o 8. There are 1,672,514 non-Indians under twenty-one years old in Minnesota.

e . - I. ADOPTION

In the State of Minnesota, according to the Minnesota Department of Publie
Welfare, there was an average of 103 adoptions of Indian children per year from
1964~-1975.2 Using the State's own age-at-adoption figures reported to the National
Center for Social Statistics of the U.S. Department of Health, Educstion and
Welfare,* we can estimate that 65 percent (or 67) are under one year of age
when placed. Another 9 percent (or nine) are one year to less than two years
old when placed; 14% (or 15) are two years, but less than six years old when
Dlaced ; 10 percent (or ten) are six years, but less than twelve when placed; and
2 percent (or two) ave twelve years and over.® Using the formula then that: 67
Indinn children per rear are placed in ndoption for at least 17 years, nine Indian
children are placed in adoption for an average of 16.5 years, 15 Indian children
are placed in adoption for an average of 14 years, ten Indian children are placed
in adoption for an average of nine years, and two children are placed for adoption
for an average of three years; there are 1,584 Indian under twenty-one year olds
in adoption at any one time in the State of Minnesota. This represents one out of
every 7.9 Indian children in the State,

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there was an average of 3,271 non-
Indian children adopted per year from 1964-1975),° there are 50,543 under twenty-
one year old non-Indians in adoption in Minnesota. This represents one out of
every 31.1 non-Indian children in the State,

Conclusion

There are therefore Ly proportion 3.9 times (390 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes in Minnesota. 97.6 percent of
the Indian children for whom adoption decrees were granted in 1974-1975 were
placed with o non-Indian adoptive mother.”

II. F¥OSTER CARE

In the State of Minnesota, according to the Minnesota Department of I'ublic
Welfare, there were 737 Indian children in foster family homes in December

171.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1870, Volume I, Characteristics of

E%%:fopulatégghgart 25, “Minnesota” (U.S, Government Printing Office : Washington, D.C. :
'+ PP .

4 t?.s. gureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1870 ; Subject Reports, Final Report
PC(2)-1F, “American Indians"” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Oflice:
%8;8); Taé)le 2, "Age of the Indiar Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

.’ p. 8.

® Minnesota Department of Publle Welfare, '‘Annual Report Adoptions 1974-1978"
&Resem’ch and Statistics Division: November 1875), Table XV-A, “Decrees granted 1964—

5 through 1974-75 by race,” p. 20,

s National Center for Social Statistics, U.S. Department of Health, Educatlon and
Welfare, 'Adoptions in 1874,” DHEW Publication No. (SRS) 76-03259, NCSS Report
E-10 (1974), April 1876, Table 10, “Children adopted by unrelated petitioners by age
at time of placement by State, 1874,” p. 16. (Absolute numbers converted Into percentages
for purposes of this report.)

8The median age of children adopted by unrelated petttioners in 1874 in Minnesota was
5.3 months, Ibid,, p. 15.

;"if\hr’némul Rze3po'§‘t ﬁdo&f‘i;ﬂ; 197451975." loc. cit,

. B 23, Table —~A, “Decrees granted 1974-75 by type of adeption and race
of child and race of adoptive mother.” & v P P

4
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%3(1126‘ ‘3‘;1;: g%xilieieglntslntlﬁgnog}tl.ﬂf everyf17.2 Indian children. By comparison,
, - ildren i : : i
out of every 283.8 non-Indian children ixllnth: sstgtidm“y lomes;” representing ooe 3

Conclusion

There are therefore by i i
f ¢ 7 _brportion 16.5 times (1,65 X
children as non-Indian children in foster family hfm'legoiup iif:;:ggxo?; many fndian

5

IXI, COMBINED ADOPTIVE CARE AND FOSTER CARE

Chﬁzx&gr{l ?ree z?tc;re figures, a tota} of 2,331 under twenty-one year old Indiau
Minneegta it er in foster family homes or adoptive homes in the State of _
nrm-Indiaﬁs o th:‘;e%rtestents one out of every 5.4 Indian children. Similarly for
family homes or adopii:liv?e 5c6a’1(')§4 rel;rll_él::é'ng\;]engy-oqe Tvery 26 nar Torcher In foster .

\ s n i '
oo g one in every 28 non-Indian cluldren.: .

By per capita rate Indian chi
. T ¢ children are removed from thejr
Lx:n;'ttllog.me care or _foster family eare 5.2 times (520 pex%c]::t)homes . placed‘
-Indian children in the State of Minnesota. more often tha

Al

® Minnesota Department f P
o of Public Welfare, “A S :
Dlvigf:z?:tgr%‘]veel;wabﬁ-egi)%ssult)[?”mon as of ecembpeercjg-}.,n.‘leg%s'(}}&se h
In this report, the Mlm’:?so%:l%(gﬁnrgzzjnntg :)Afrrlgngement Mnranse of ‘Kﬁ cgﬂ%rsﬁ%i;u?
‘ ," p. 8.
proportion of Indian children [recelving chﬂd-wel?ulécsewrﬁc:; "zrfat&“c'oﬁ?f:: :an‘?pi'gﬁg

agencies] w
Lo i 14‘ ere in foster family homes (25,2 percent) than were children of any other race."

¢ Ibid., p. 3.

clal Characterlstics of
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MONTANA INDIAN ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS

Basic Facts

1, Theve are 289,573 under twenty-one-year-olds in Mont:ma.1 .
2. There are 15,124 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in Montana.
3. There are 274,449 non-Indians under twenty-one in Montana.

I. ADOPTION

In the State of Montana, according to the Montana Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services, there were an average of 33 public agency adoptions
of Indian children per year from 1973-1975.* Using federal age-at-adoption
figures.* 83 percent (or 28) are under one year of age when placed. Another 13
percent (or four) are one year to less than six years old when placed; and 3
Dercent (or one) are six years, but less than twelve years old when placed.® Using
the formula then that: 28 Indian children per year are placed in adoption for at
least 17 years, four Indian children are placed in adoption for a minimum average
of 14 years, and one Indian child is placed in adoption for an average of nine
years; there are 541 Indians under twenty-one year olds in adoption at any one
time in the State of Montana. This represents one in every 30 Indian children in
the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were an average of 117 publie
agency adoptions of non-Indians per year from 1973-1975),° there are 1,898 non-
Indians under twenty-one years old in adoptive homes at any one time; or one
out of every 144.6 non-Indian children. '

Conclusion

There are therefore by proportion 4.8 times (480 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes in Montana; 87 percent of
the Indian children placed in adoption Ly public agencies in Montana from 1973-
1975 were placed in non-Indian homes,”

II. FOSTER CARE

In Montana, according to the Montana Department of Social and Rehabilita-
tion Services, there were 188 Indian children in State-administered foster care
during June 1076." This represents one out of every 80.4 Indian children in the
State. In addition the Billings Area Office of the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
reported 346 Indian children in BIA foster care in 1974, the last year for which
statistics have been compiled. YWhen these children are added to the State

11J.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteristics of
t]‘;eﬂliopulggio;}_. Part 28, “Montana’ (U.8. Government Printing Oftice : Washington, I.C.:
1973). p. -38.

2 [J.8. Rurean of the Census, Census of Populatinn;: 1970 ; Subject Reports, Final Renort
PC(2)-1F, “American Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Qffice:
1?.7-'3)-" ’J.‘ugle 2, “Age of the Indlan Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

i{},"" D. o

® Telephone interview with Mrs. Betty Bay. Adoption Consultant, State of Montana
Socinl and Rehabilitation Services, July 20, 1076.

4 National Center for Social Statistles, U.S. Denartment of Health, Educntion, and Wel.
fare, “Adoptions in 1971," DHEW Publication No. {SRS) 73-08259, NCSS Report E-10
(1971), May 23. 1873, Table 6. “‘Chlldren adopted by unreiated petitioners: l["ercentage
distribution by age at time of placement, by type of placement, 1971.”

519% of the adoptions Involve children twelve years and older. Ibid.

_";It"e_lfphoue interview with Mrs. Betty Bay, July 20, 1978,

id. :

8 Letter from Ms. Jerl Davls, Research Speclalist, Burenu of Statistles and Research,
State of Montana Soefal and Rehabilltation Services, July 12, 1976.

° Diviston of Soclal Services, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affalrs, “Fiscal year 1974—Child
Welfare (Unduplicated Case Count by Areas)." Table, p. 1.
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figures, we can estimate that there are a t i i i

1 , i c otal of 534 Indian children in foster

cla_rﬁl at any one time in Montana, representing one out of every 28.3 Indian

é tx;tersg niﬁlizlt]:re%“;g?s't By cou(xlparisor.xj, there were 735 non-Indian children in -
- er care during June 1976, i B

363.5 non-Indian children in the Stats. ' representing one out of every

Conclusion

By rate therefore Indian children are in foster ‘eapi
. ; care at a per capita rate 12.8
times (1,280 percent) greater than that for non-Indian children ixlx) Montaena.

III. COMBINED ADOPTIVE CARE AND FOSTER OARE s

Using the above figures, a total '

[ | ) X of 1,075 under twenty-one-year-old Ingian -
,i,lil}dmn arfe either in foster homes or adoptive homes in the State of Montalnﬂ.
th)1ssxtﬂepreserrl_ts one in every 14.1 Indian children, Similarly, for non-Indjans in

e State 2,653 under twenty-one year olds are either in foster care or adoptive
care, representing one out of every 103.4 non-Indian children. .
Conclusion

By rate Indian children are removed from thei
: eir homes and placed in adoptiv
scare or foster care 7.3 times (7. " 1 i hildren
in{}l';e Stare g dore 7.8 s (730 percent) more often than non-Indian children
e above figures are based only on the statistj
; are be y ics of the Monta :
of Socxra‘l and Rehabilitation Services and do not ineclude privatem; Iglelzcmrtrlnenf
ments. They are therefore minimum flgures, gency place
—_—
0 Letter from Ms. Jer! Davis, op. cit,
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NEVADA ADOPTION AND FosTER CARE STATISTIOS

Basic Facts
. 1. There are 101,657 under twenty-one-year-olds in Nevada}® . .
2. There are 3,739 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in Nevada.
3. There are 187,918 under twenty-one-year-old non-Indians in Nevada.

I. ADOPTION

In Nevada, according to the Nevada State Division of Welfare, there were an
avernge of seven public agency adoptions of Indian children per year in 1974—
1975.* This data base is too limited to permit an estimate of the total number_ of
Indian children in adoption in Nevada. However, it does indicate that during
1974-1975 adoption petitions were granted for a yearly average of one out of
every 534.1 Indian children in the State. . . . . .

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were an average pf 345 pu_bhc
nzency adoptions-of non-Indiaps in Nevada in 1974~1975),* adoption petitions
were granted for one-out-of every 655.5 non:Indian children in the State.

v o )

Conclusion ‘ ' ‘ o
Based on limited data, by per capita rate therefore, Indian children are
adopted approximately as often as non-Indian children in Nevada. e :

1I. FOBTER CARE

In Nevada, according to the Nevada State Division of Welfare, there were 48
Indian children in foster care in June 1976.* In addition, the Inter-Tribal Council
of Nevada reported 25 Indian children in foster care.’ This combined total (73)
represents one in' every 512 Indian children. By comparison, there were 527
non-Indian children in foster care,’ representing one in.every 356.86 non-Indian
children in the State.- .. - . AR ) ..

Conclusion .. : . _
By per capita rate, therefore, Indian children are placed in foster care 7.0 times
(700 percent) as often as non-Indian children in_Nevada.

'TIf. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Since we are unable to estimate the total number of Indian children currently
in adoptive eare in Nevada, it is not possible either to estimate the total number
of Indian children receiving adoptive and foster care. The foster care statistics
alone make it unmistakably clear that Indian children are removed from their
families at rates far exceeding those for non-Indian children,

17.9. Bureau of the Cehsus, 1070 Census of the Population, Volume I: Characteristics of

the Population, Part 30: “Nevada' (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Governinent Printing Office:
-1073), Table 18, n. 30~3A.

2 Ibid., p. 30-38 (Table 19), p. 30-207 (Table 139). Indan people comprise 18.8 percent
of the totnl non-white population according tn Table 139, Acenrding to Tahle 19 there are
11.880 non-whites under twenty-one, 10,889 X 18.8 nercent=3,739.

3 Telephione Intervlew with Mr. Ira Guon, Chief of Research and Statistics. Nevada
State Diviston of Welfare, July 15, 1076, The 1074 adoption figures are also available in:
National Center for Soclal Statistics, U.S. Department of Health, Iiduecation nnd Welfare.
"Adoptlons in 1974.” DHEW DPublications No. (SRS) 76-08259. NCRS Report I-10
(1974), Aprll 1976, Tahle 3, “Children adopted by unrelated petitioners,” n. 9, (All of
the Indinn ehildren placed for adoption by the Nevada State Divizsion of Welfare In 1974
were ndopted by unrelated petitioners.)

¢ Telaphone interview with Mr. Ira Gunn, July 13, 1976.

5 Letter from Mr, Ira Gunn, August 2, 1976.

® Telephone interview with Mr. Efralm Fatrada, Chief, Tield Services, Inter-Tribal
Council of Nevada (NITC), August 5, 1876. NITC reported a total of 42 Indian ehildrem in
foster care, of whom 17 were in foster homes (inostiy non-Indian) under a BIA contract
vsv::r‘\e ttjl\ge“g;ute. These 17 have been subtracted from the total to avold duplication of

TTelephone interview with Mr. Ira Gunn, July 15, 1978.
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NEW MEXICO INDIAN ADOPTION AND FOBTER CARE STATIATIOS

Basic TFacts

1. There are 461,635 under twenty-one-year-olds in the State of New Mexico.*
2. There are 41,316 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the State
of New Mexico.! . : o

3. There are 420,219 non-Indians under twenty-one in the State of New Mexico.

I. ADOPTION '

In the State of New Mexico, according to the New Mexico Department of
Mealth and Social Services, there were 13 American Indian children placed for
adoption by public agencies in Figscal Year 1876.2 This data base i too small to
allow realistic projeetion of the total number of Indian children in adoptive care,
We can say though that during Ilscal Year 1978, 0.€03 percent of New MMexico
Indian children were placed for adoption by public agencies.

During fiscal year 1976, according to the New Mexico Department of Health
and Social Services, there were 77 non-Indian children placed for adoption by
public agencies.* Thus during ¥Y 1873, 0.02 percent of New Mexico non-Indian
children were glaced for adoption by public agencies.

Conclusion .

Dased on limited data, and not including any private agency placements,
Indian children were placed for adoption by public agencies in fiscal year 1976
at a per capita rate 1.5 timeg (150 percent) the rate for non-Indian children.

II. FOSTER CARE

In the State of New Mexico, according to statistics from tlie New Mexico De-
partment of Health and Social Services, there were 142 Indian children in foster
homes in June 1976.° In addition the Navajo and Albuquerque area offices of
the U.S, Bureau of Indian Affairs report a combined total of 145 Indian children
in foster homes in New Mexico.” Combining the State and BIA figures, there were
287 Indian children in foster homes in June 1976. This represents onz out of
every 144 Indian children in the State. By comparison there were 1,223 non-
Indian children in foster care in June 1976, representing one out of every 343
non-Indian children.

Conclusion

By per capita rate Indian children are placed in foster care 2.4 times {240
percent) as often ag non-Indian children in New Mexico.

1U.S. Bureau of the Census, Cenrus of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteristics of
%ué Popgu}{lg;:ion, _3};111-&33, “‘New Mexico"” (U.S. Government Printing Office: Washington,

.C. : , . 33-34.

2 T1.S. Burcau of the Census, Census of Fopulation: 10:/0; Subject Reportg, Final Report

-PC(2)-11, “American Indians” (Washington. D.C.: U.B. Government Printing Offiee:

1873). a?loe 2, “Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

3 Telephone interview with Ms. Heidi Illanes, Asristant Adoption Director, New Alexico

De‘pi'l}rlténcnt of Health and Socinl Services, July 23, 1970,
hid.

S Telephone interview swith Ma, Pat Diers, Soclal Services Agency, New Mexlco Depart-
ment of ITealth wnd Social Srrvices, July 28, 1976,

¢7The BIA Navajo Area Office reported 18 Indian children in forter care in New Mexico
during April 1970. (Treiephone interview with Mr. Steve Lacy, Child Welfare Speclalist,
Navajo Area Oflice, July 20, 1976.) The BIA Albuquerque Area Office reported 172 Indian
children in foster homes in New Mexico during June 1876, (Telephone interview with As.
Betty Dillman, Division of Social Services, Albu¢querque Ares Ofilce, July 28, 1978), Of the
100 children the BIA had in foster homes in New Mexlco, 45 were under n BIA contract
with the State under which the BIA relmburses the State for foster care expenses. Tlhese 45
children have been subtracted from the BIA total, 190451405,

Y Telephone interview with Ms, Pat Dlers, op. oft,

~

AN
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111, COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Since we are unable to estimate the totatl num_ll)ﬁr rgnllrex(:izti: gggilgl;(et:; %&rix‘;&s{

i ive carve in New Mexico, it is not possibie €1 "

iﬁnﬁgg%‘felgdian chlldren reé:ei\'iggtndogt(ii‘;eh?:g f&sut]«:z ic:?ﬁ u’ll‘ils:gaégitleyt c(ig;r
i he adoption data w 3

:ﬁittislt:x‘gnagogg{lg?gx tm?e 1'eu11)oved from their families at rates disproportionate

to their percentage of the population.
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< " U.B. BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS BOARDING SCHOOLS .,

In addition to those Indian children in foster care or adoptive care, 7,428 Indian
children in New Mexico are away froin home and thelr fumilies most of the year
attending boarding schools operated Dy the U.8. Bureau of Indian Affairs® An
additional 1,324 Indian children in New Mexico live in BIA-operated dormitories
while attending public schools. These children properly belong In any computa-
tion of children separated from their families. Adding the 8,762 Indian children
in federal boarding schools or dormitories in New Mexico to those In foster care
alone, there are a minimum (exciuding adoptions) of 9,030 Indian children sepa-
rated from their families. This represents one in every 4.6 Indian children in
New Mexico.

Conclusion

By per capita rate therefore Indlan children are separated from their families
to be placed in foster care or boarding schools 74.6 times (7,460 percent) more
often than non-Indian children in New Mexico.

8 Office of Indian Education Programs, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affalrs, “Flscal Year

1974 Statistics Concerning Indian Education” (Lawrence, Kansas :
Coglege: Tracs Dot 12_13‘;; ( ence, Kansas : Haskell Indian Junior

Ibid., pp.-22-23.
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N EAW Yorx Abor-rmrr AND FosTER CARE STATISTICS "~
S e Vo .n, - Basic Facts - L o

ear-olds in the State of New York.!
1d American Indians in the State of

1. There are 6,726,615 undexr twenty-one-¥
2, There are 10,627 under twenty-one-year-o

A Y'k."-._" s - .,_ . L,,..'_.‘
Ne?:r Tlg;re are 6,715,888 non-Indlans under twenty-one in the State of New York.

‘. 1. ADOPTION - - 1

he State of New York, according to the New York Board of Social ‘Welfare,
thg}etwere 12 Indian children placed for adoption as of June 1976." This data
hase is too small to allow realistic projection of the total number of Indian chil-
dren in adoptive care. We can say, tlhgugh,I thgt ag of June 1976, 0.1 percent of

ork Indian children were placed for adoption. ' .
Neﬁir March 1976, according to the New York State Board qf So‘cl'n‘l Welfare,
1.807 non-Indian children were placed for adoption in New York. lhnsl as of
March 1976, 0.03% of New York non-Indian children were placed for adoption.

«Conclusion ) ) : '
Based on limited data, Indian children are placed for adoption at a per capita
‘rate 3.3 times (830%) the rate for non-Indian children in New York.

IX. FOSTER CARE N

_ According to statistics from the New York State Board of Social Weilfare, thm:e
vere 142 Indian children in foster (family) boarding homes in June 1976.° This
represents one out of every 74.8 Indian children in the State. By comprrison
there were 30,170 non-Indian children in foster (family) boarding homes in March
1976,® representing one out of every 222.6 non-Indian children in the State.

-Conclusion . )
By per capita rate therefore Indian children are placed in foster homes 3.0
times (300 percent) as often as non-Indian children in New York.
An estimated 96.59% of the Indian children in foster (family) boarding homes
.are placed in non-Indian homes.”

_ ITIT. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Since we are unable to estimate the total number of Indian children currentlyl
in adoptive care in New York, it i8 not possible either to estimate the total num-
ber of Indian children receiving adoptive and foster care. The foster care statistics

L U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteristics of
the Population, Part 34, Section 1, “New York” (U.8. Government Printing Office: Wash-
ington, D.C.: 1973), p. 34~75. .

37,8, Bureru of the Census, Census of Population : 1870 ; Subject Reports, Final Report
PC(2)-1T. “American Indlans” (Washington, D.C.: 'U.S. Goverament Printine Oftice:
]!)73)'.' Table 2, “Age. of the Indlan Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Resldence:
1970,” p. 10.

8 Letter and computer print-out from Mr. Dernard S. Bernetein, Director, Bureau of
Children’s Services, New York State Board of Social Welfare, July 16, 1076,

¢ Telephone interview with Mr. Bernard S. Bernsteln, New York State Board of Soclal
Welfnre, July 21, 1976,

5 Letter and computer print-out from Mr. Pernard 8. Bernstein, op. cit.

e Telephnane Interview with Mr. Bernard S. Bernstein, op. cit.

7This estimate 15 based on telephone interviews from July 22~27, 1076 with Department
.of Social Services personnel in Cattaraygus, Erie, Niagara and Onondaga counties. 115
cout_of a totnl of 135 Indian children under public care in foster (family) boarding homes
ln June 1976 were placed in these four countles—and approximately 111 of such place-
.ments were in non-Indian homes. .
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3111(";33' and the atlopti&'mf datatlv;ve do have, make it unmistakably clear that Indian
-lilldren are removed from their families at rat i -
Todiann are re ates far exceeding those for non
NoTE. A report on the numbers of American Indian children in adopti

) d ption in
I?Iew York State vyould be incomplete without mentioning those Indian children
ylaced. by the Indian Adoption Project, a cooperative effect of the U.8. Bureau
of Indian Affalrs and the_ Child Welfare League of Armerien, From 1058~1967, the
nine full years of operation by the Indian Adoption Project, 74 Indian children,
mostly from Arizona and South Dakota, were placed for adoption in New York.!

‘Nzw Yorr Adpesprg

Analysis of Upstate New York Counties With Greater Than 1,000 Téml Indian
: R Population - - .

I CATTARAVGUS COUNTY

In Cattaraugus County, according to statisties from the Ni Y .
at . _ e Neéew York State Be
<1)f Socinl Welfare, t,l.l.ere' were 23" Indian children in foster (family) honrﬁrﬁ
i:}oxggegt:lr; 'gltllzrzlesl(?o?i?hw’l;lx'gﬁe are 5468 Indian children under twenty+one years old
A Augus [y.” rhug one 6ut of ev R 3 e 1
(Family) bosrgi unty.” 1 ery 23.8 Indisn children .19 Inna fostler
Conclusion

i Count? Indian children ‘ﬂle in fost f ni Y O , ug Homes
In Catt raugus ar amil ) b ardl 1ome
at a per Crlplta rate 9.4 times 940 percent reate tha e - Wi
; ( ) g I o th State wide rate for

Il ERIE COUNTY '

In Trie County, according to statisties from the N Y ' ' ‘
g v, 4 tis e New York State Boar b
;\uilgalrg%ﬁt}n&‘r}?e;;ege 5? 61;14(11;1111 ehildﬁ‘en in foster (family) board?:11;dh(:)fmgeosdillll
> The re 1,6; ndian children under twenty-o ¥
County s e ‘ I Idren ; . y-one years old in Erie
A, ¢ out of every 31_.2 Indxap c_hxldren lbl in, a'foster (;amilly),' board-
Conchision ' ' ' ' ; ' .

In Krle (.ounf.y Indian chlldzen are In fOSle!‘ (fl\"l 1 )
] 3 iy) boar
per caplta rate 7.1 times 710 ercent greater th 3 2
v . ( 19 ) er than the State

ding homey nt‘a
wide rate for non-

T FRANKLIN COUNTT" B S

in Franklin County, according to statistiog ¢ .. ‘
P A1 y ol C cs feom the New York: A
;aotl]fnl W.:ltal;e. there were five Indian children in foster (i'amily){biﬁiﬁﬁ Boi'u‘d of
in June 1976.° There are 696 Indian children under twenty- 18 homes

lin county.* Thus one out of ey ) i b ops old in Frank.
bonrding bome ery 139.2 Indian children ib in g foster (family)

Conclusion

In Franklin County Indian children are in fohtet"(ff\milyl) ho

& per capita rate 1.6 times ;
Newrcapi » es (160 percent) the State-wide

R

' David Tanshel, Par From the R {

AT Panshel, 3 eaervation: T

l:{;’i‘ﬂ“}? ﬂ,}f{iigﬁ I(i\é?(tgtcb;pl’:cqu t ';[‘he Scnrecrowwl’x?:géns;gng 149%’)’“07% %ﬁgz'eﬁf'}’in

R stntonn “rojeet placed a total of 305 Amer Icdian children Por adgoion 18

2(!l?\t?mi({rrnﬂrﬁ]ue'r;)t;‘;ulﬁifn, v1r_tu£'111y always w?th) n“:),ril-?nlt‘i?nnn Il’g.ﬁ:;‘]'l]mcn“dre“ for adoption in
a el ¢ iter print-out frem Mr. Der < irect '

Cl}:lhrlilf:.)r},/_ﬁ ;foxa:llnce\g. rljle:jv _.Tr"nrk State Doard of Solcnl;l%lrdw?’.iftﬁ?;u;m?"l rIl)‘!]":)q'mr' Bureau of

of tha Ginaus, Caevs ﬂlfof‘l")n]\‘xllﬁxt’::: Ropuiation ta nnder twenty-one ¥ears pid BEU & Bur

(Washington, D,C.: U.6. Govertommne a0 Subject Report 1'C(2) 117, “Ameriean 'l'ncnl»nm!E

Population by 8déx’ and ‘fJxl")l:'r?zll.n::)r?r?tRI;l:%“ng Office 1 1073). Tuble 2, “Age or the Indian

apnl . ¢ T . Reridence : Mo 1007 i H
fin 1070 Sopmiiate founty ldfd (0 BiSayor i Rl e el i
(\Washington Bre eatary e i o) =104, “Race of the Popniation by O - 19700
e phagt Cliged n poverament Printing Oflice : 1975}, . % M mmi_v. 1870
other Nfi{’"}’hp’; g{")‘;f‘éggdetermme {he Indian under t\ieng’)-bgé ‘;'ﬁ::\]r %l?i%?ﬁfz%gﬁg‘!sl; he
L Mr. Bernard S, Bornsteln, op. elt., ' o n the

4 “Race of the Populaiion by ounty : 1970,” op. eft p. 32
] . ett., p. 82,

avding homes at
rate for non:Indiansg in
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1v. MONROE COUNTY

i i New York State Board of

ccording to statistics from the tat 1d of

. Il} fi&rfl;{)fengouﬁ)tgfeawere fgur Indian chm_iren in fosteg (ﬂ}mf;ﬁé s})e(;xl;lsdyllg

omes 1 J une'1976.' There are 520 Indian children under w'enl y e e am-
ilzgxll}%sml'ge County.® Thus one out of every 130 Indign children 1.s. 9‘31

ily) boarding home.. . ™ & bt

. 8101 TR .
Coil:lgfgnroe County Indian child;e'n are in foster (family) boarding homes at a

per capita rate 1.7 times "(170 percent) the Sta,te-widle'.rlat?ela'_fgr nonIndmns in
‘New York.: v - o 1 W N .

mod P | .

V. NIAGARA COUNTY L ‘.!’ B

“n Gounty, # tatistics f' : tﬁe Né'w“Yo'r.k State Board of
i ¥ ty, according to statistlcs from te

%ﬁ:?a?&i?ffrg (::‘llll;rg’were 12 Indian-children in dfostéar (f;l;noillli )vtégz;;dglx:{;igog&s_

i 76.° ‘e 749 Indian children under twenty-one yea )

;zl;fyaxu%%&;?ég.‘"t[{'[‘hﬁfsr%r?; P;n;‘it of every 62.4 Indian children is’in a'foster (family)

boarding home. ] o . o . s

ARl RN
~Conclusion .. .,

n Niagara Cou °
pef- capiti- rate 8.6 times (360 percent) g_reater thgn_the State:

Iudiansg in NewlﬂlYlork. o

I i ) mesnté
nty Indian children are in foster (family) bosvli‘gtanfaltlg mes at *
. ", VL. ONONDAGA COUNTY .. _ fhio .

' sdaga Counts ding istics f New York State Board
ounty, according to statistics from the New: 1
‘ofl'xslogirﬁn%?gl?ag, thgi'e'wer‘e 27 Indian chxligilléen in unfgglt-egwgat?_i(}ge) ;)e?rx;dﬁg

in. 19765 There are-942 Indian children I 3 C r
%i?%isofxgaigé%ounfyl‘.Thu‘s.o.nel out of every 349 Indian children is in a foster
‘(family) boarding home. - . . - E . . | ‘
~-Conclusion coon T : ) ‘

i family) boarding homes
o County Indian children are in foster ( rding
.atI-x;. g(lelz? nc?i%gita[ rate 6.4 times (640 percent) greater than Fh?. S.tar,e-wlde‘ rai.:ve!

for non-Indians in New York: . .. ,
: ' ; ot

. b
i ' oy e )
I

5 Mr. rd S. Bernstein, op. ¢it. s )
o “\‘guc]ieggathe Population by County: 1970," op. cit., p. 83.
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NorTE DAKOTA ADOPTION AND FosrEe CARE StaTisTron v+t 't
w'eeo )
Basgic Facts

1. There are 261,998 under twenty-one year olds in the State of North Dakota.!

2. There are 8,186 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the State
<of North Dakota.? . C A

3. There are 253,812 non-Indians under twenty-one in the State of North
Dalsota.: e o o S
. 1. ADOPTION

In the State of North Dakota, according to the Soclal Service Board of North
Dakota, there were 16 Indian children placed for adoption in 1975 ° Using State. ;
figures reported to the National Center for Social Statistics of the U.8. Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare,* we can estimate that 86 percent (or 14)
are under one year of age when placed, One child is between one and two years
-0ld; and one child is between two and six years old." Using the formula then
that: 14 Indian children are placed in adoption for at least. 17 years, one Indian
child is placed in adoption for 16.5 years, and one Indian child is placed in
adoption for 14 years; there are an estimated 269 Indian children in adoption
isn North Dakota, This represents one out 6f every 30.4 Indian children in the

tate. ’ ' ' v

Using the same-formula for non-Indians (there were 178 non-Indian children
placed for adoption in:North Dakota in 1975),* there are an estimated 2,943
under twenty-one-year-old non-Indians in adoption in North Dakota. This repre-
‘gents one out of every 86.2 non-Indian children in the State. . '

Conclusion

There are, therefore, by proportion 2.8 times (280 pércent) as 'many Indian
-children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes in North Dakota :75 percent
of the 1Indian children placed for adoption in 1975 were placed in non-Indian
Tiomes. ) T

II. FOSTER CARE

Ta the State of North Dakota, according to the Soclal Services Board of North
Dnkota, there were 218 Indian children in foster care in May 1976.° This repre-
sents one out of every 37.6 Indian children in the State. In addition, there were
78 North Dakota Indian children receiving foster care from the U.S, Bureau of .

LU.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1870, Volume I, Characteristics of
}l;% Poiaél_}gt;lon, ,gga:-gsae. “North Dakota' (U.S, Government Printing Office : Washington,

.C. ¢ , P. 88~-38,

? U.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970 ; Subjeet Reports, Finnl Report
PC(2)=1F, “American Indians” (Washington, D.C.: 8. Governmeg)t Pr'intlnz Oﬂ?ce:
1973). agnze 2, “Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

? Telephone Intcyview with Mr, Donnld Schmid, Administrator, Child Welfare Services,
Rocial Services Board of North Dakota, Tuiy 21, 1976, These children were placed by
three private agencles that do virtually all the adoptions in Neorth Dakots. The Soclal
Servyﬁnn Board rarely, if ever, handles ndoptions,

‘I\atloqpl Center for Social Statistics, U.S. Department of Fealth, Ddueation and
Welfare, “Adoptions in 1974, DHEW ,Publication No. (SRS) 76~03259, NCSS Report
F-10 (1974), April 1678, Table 10, “Children andopted by unrelated petitioners by age at
time of placement, by State, 1974,” p. 18. (Absolute numbers converted into percentages
for purpoges of this report.)

, 53% of the children are betwern six and twelve yenrs old: and 1% are twelve or older.
il:?did')p' Tl}_ale median age for children placed in adoption in North Dakota was two months,
:'Irlglr;ephone interview with Mr. Donald Schmid, op. oft. (Ses footnote 3.)

® Ibid,
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3 diap children in foster

4 {n May 1976 The combined total of 206 In

clggéarzp%g:;ﬁs one out of every 27.7 Indian children in the Stalge. By eglxﬂxi):;i(ﬁxé
there were 455 non-indian children in foster care in May 1876, repres

out of every 567.8 mon-Indjan children,

gonclusion
';here are therefore by proportion 20.1 tlmges (2,010 pejz;ceéxé:t) as many Indian
children a8 non-Indian children in foster care in North Dakoia.

If. COMBINED ADOPTIVE QARE AND FOSTER CARE

' ! figvires, 3 twenty-one-year-old Indian

above figures, & total of 563 u_uder ty-o1

chitfgiig‘gg :ither-ing foster ho;nes; or x:goﬂl;elggﬁis cigual:;gnStgit; !?ifgo%l:

Dakota. This represents ene out of every L. 1 caildre éither L tor
-1 i e State-2,398 under twenty-one year 0 -]

;1:::;:)1;1 igggptxilvzhcare, repr’esenting one out of every 74.7 non-Indian children.

'onclusion . . .
¢ By per capita ‘tate Indian children are removed from their homes and placed

in adoptive care or foster care 5.2 times (520 percent) tmore oftan than non-
Indian children in the State 'ofl Nprth Dak_qta._

/ ’ . Y Division of
with - Mr. Roger Lonnmevik end Ms. Beverly Baug, f
v it S B of Todiel Atalry Queriees drin e, S0, 205, A0

; k o ; .
le‘g'{eeB(Iii‘lehfaitlxotﬂ%r.tf;r wtvlhlcg the BIA has statlstice—-BIA indicates thratlghfeos\é?lx;:
do not fluctuate significantly trur_lr:l nt:on‘t)h 'Eg mﬁ)ﬂih)ﬂ ie_g'g‘d_l%' children were 2

tered by the State. but pald for by the . = )

adglgle;fesgoneyinterﬂew with Mr. Donald Schmid, op. cit. .
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T S T T L T L P B c : '
OELAHOMA INDIAN ADOPTION AND FosTER CABE STATISTIOS | | )
N A LA B '.B&Sic Eacts [T A I

- 1. There are 974,937 under twenty-one-year-olds in the, State of Oklahoma.

‘2. There are 45480 'under. twenty-one-year-old American -Indians in the State:
of Oklahomas®, - - . ¢ ;§ D51 w0y A o !

8. There are 929,448 non-Indians under twenty-one in the State of Oklahoma,.

L T T B i LA T PRI S e
C

In the State of Oklahoma, according to the Oklahoma Public Welfare Com-
raission, there. were 69 Indian children placed in adoptive homes in 1972.° Using
federal age-at-adoption figures,* 83 percent (or §7).are under one year of age
when placed. Another 13 percent (or nine) are oue year to less than six years
old when:placed; 3, percent (or,two) are six years, but less than twelve years
old when placed ;-and 1 percent {or 1) are twelve years of age and older. Using
the formula then that: 57 Indian children per year are placed in adoption for:at
least 17 years, nine Indian children are placed in adoptiont for a minimum aver-
age of 14 years, two Indian children are placed in.adoption for-an average of
nine years, and one Indian child.is placed for adoption for an.-average of three
years; there are an estimated 1,116 Indian children in adoption im Oklahoma.
This represents one out of every 40.8 Indian children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were 817 non-Indian children
placed in adoptive homes in 1972)° there are an estimated 5,144 under twenty-
one year old non-Indians in adoption in Oklahoma. This represents one out of
every 180.7 non-Indian children in the State.

Conclusion
There are therefore by proportion 4.4 times (440 percent) as many Indian.
children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes in Oklahoma.

»

1. ADOPTION

II. FOSTER CARE

In the State of Oklahoma, according, to the Oklahoma Public Welfare Com-
mission, there were 335 Indian children In State-administered foster care im
August 1972.* In addition, there were two Oklahoma Indian children receiving
foster care from the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1972”7 The combined total!
of 387 Indian children in foster care represents one out of every 135 Indian

" children in the State. By comparison there were 1,767 non-Indiaa children in.

foster care,® representing one out of every 520 non-Indian children.

1,8, Bureau of the Censug, Census of Population: 1870, Volume I, Characteristics of

.tlhaer;nm”;gﬂné Part 88, "Oklahoma’” (U,S, Government Printing ‘Ofice : Waghington, D.C. :
N .

*U.8. Burenu of the Census, Census of Population: 1970 Subject Reports, Final Report
PC(2)~1F, “Ame‘rlcnn Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.S.'Govgrnrmegt ;rlntlr;.lg Office :
ig;g)'; ;.)l‘a:ll)lze 2, "Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

8 Letter from L. E. Rader, Director of Institutions, Social and Rehabllitat! fces,.
Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission. May 2. 1974. ehabllitative Services,

¢ National Center for Social Stntistles, U.S. Department of Health, Bducation and Wel-
fare, “Adoptions in 1971.,” DHEW Publleation No. (SRS) 73-03259, NCSS Report B-10"
(1971), May 23, 1978. Tahle 8, “Children adopted by unrelated Peﬁtioners: ercentage-
distribution by age at time of placement, by type of placement, 1971.’ ’

:}ﬁ:}ter from L. E. Rader, op. cit.

7 Division of Soelal Services, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affal o "
Weltare—Unduplicated Case Connt [hy States]” (’I‘(nl?le). airs, “Flscal year 1972—Chiid

8 lexltlonu] Center for Social Statistics, U.8, Department of Health, Bdueation and Wel-
i%r(f, Inglt]l]g?{leonnsspi&ver%hbylg?ib]ICD‘:K%%NPAI;:’I‘;M{?S arln\-zd Voluntary Child Welfnre Agencies:

1 a e ublicatio: . HY g
E-9 (March 1971), April 27, 1978, Table 8. ation No. (SRS) 73-08258; NCSS Report
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Oonciusion
There are therefore
children as non-Indian

III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE OARBE

5 es,' & total’ ty-one’year-old Indian
above figures,'a total® of 1,45}3 under twen
chgggi ;l:': either in rostér caresgrsald(()ipnved?&xﬂisn ué iixﬁaiﬁgtgogtngg}gggg
e out of every 31.3 Indian . T
'li;héi: es%:ﬁieggogindet- twenty-one year olds are either in foster care or adoptive
eare, representing one out of every 134.7 non-Indian children.

Oonclusion _ ‘ :
' Indi ildren’ homes and placed
: ita rate Indian children are removed from: their 1
mBay:ig);gi:: It):are or foster care 4.51 ltul]lnes (430 percent) more often than non
i i i in the State of Cklahoma.
In’%llf: acl?géir%%ures are based only on the statistics of the Okla.ltxomllt:.hz'ul:ll:g
“Welfare Commission and do, mot. include private agency pla_ceme1‘1 g. hey ar
therefore minimum figures. . .. A . [

Indian
by proportion 3.9 times (890 percent) as many
cilll:irerzl in foster care in Oklahoma.

FRSATE =Y

e e A D
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.. . .OREGON ADOPTION AND -FOSTER CARE- STATISTIOS - . '
. ' ; ._ . '-B-é,slc .Facts," o ' _‘
1. There are 807,211 under, twenty-one year olds in the State of Oregon.t
2. There are 6;839 under ‘twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the State
of Oregont® B
- 8. There are 800;372 non-Indians under twenty-one in -the .State of Qregon.

b .
1. .ADOPTION o r

In the State of Oregon, according to the Oregon Children's Services Division,
there were 26 American Indian children placed in adoptive homes during fiscal
year 1975 Using the State’s own figures reported to the National Center for
Social Statistics of the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
61 percent (or 18) were under one year of age when placed. Another 8 percent
{(or two) were between one and two years old; 17 percent (or five) were be-
tween two and six years old; and 12 percent (or three) were between six and
twelve years old.® Using the formula then that: 16 Indian children are placed
in adoption for at least 17 years, two Indian children are placed in adoption
for an average of 16.5 years, five Indian children are placed in adoption for an
average of 14 years, and three are placed in adoption for an average of nine
years; there are 402 Indian children under twenty-one years old in adoption at
any one time in the State of Oregon. This represents one out of every 17
Indian children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (2,742 non-Indian children were
placed in adoptive homes during Fiscal Year 1975),® there are 41,716 non-Indian
children in adoption at any one time in the ‘State of Oregon. This represents
one out of every 19.2 non-Indian children in the State.

COoncluston

There are therefore by proportion 1.1 times (110 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in adoption in Oregon.

II. FOSTER OARE

According to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Services Division, there
were 247 Indian children in foster ecare as of June 1976.7 This represents-one
out of every 27.7 Indian children in the State., By comparison there were 3,502
non-Indian children in foster care as of April 1976,° representing one out of every
228.5 non-Indian children in the State.

Conclusgion

By rate therefore Indian children are placed in foster homes 8.2 times (820
percent) more often than non-Indian.children in the State of Oregon.

17.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteristics of

ggaﬁ’opulgsﬁn% Part 89, "“Oregon” (U.8, Government Printing Office : Washington, D.C. :
1 P .

2 U.8, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1070 ; Subject Reports, Final Report
PC(2)~1F, “Amerfcan Indians’’ (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office:
ig;%)"’ ’I‘a?iqe 2, “Age of the Indian Population by :Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

' o 18,

8 AATA child-welfare survey questionnaire completed by Mr. George Boyles, Manager,
Rescarch and Statistics, Oregon Children's Services Dlvisign, July 1(3,glt)’rtl.y Ben

‘Nn‘tlonal Center for Bocfal Statlstics, U.S, Department of Henlth, Eduecation and Wel-
fare, “Adoptions In 1974, DHEW Publication Nbo, (SRS{ 76-03259, NCSS Report E~10
(1974), April 19768, Table 10, “Children adopted by unrelated petitioners by age at time
of placement, by State, 1874,” p. 16. (Absolute numbers converted Into percentages for
purposes of this report.)

529% of the children were twelve years of age or older. The median age at time of place-
ment of children adopted by unrelated petitioners in 1974 in Oregon was 3.9 months, Ibid.

: })bligstionnaire completed by Mr. George Boyles, op, cit.

¢ I'bid. !
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III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPIIVE CARE

" Using the ‘above figures, a total of 649 Indian children are eitber in foster
homes or in adoptive homes in the State of Oregon. Thls represents one in every,
10.5 Indian children. Similarly, for pon-Indians in the State, 45,218 under
twenty-one year olds are either in foster care or adoptive care, representing one
in every 17.7 non-Indian children. . - .. . T S

Conclugion ™ -~ 1 - ; o

By rate therefore Indian children are removed from their homes and placed
in adoptive care or foster care 1.7 times (170 percent) as often as non-Indian
children in Oregon. The similarity in adoption rates in Oregon dominates the
combined rates given above, and leads to a combined rate. of Indiag children
removed from their families that is—in comparison to other States with sl_gniﬂ-
cant Indian populations—relatively low. This may be deceptive. It is hlgely
that the vast majority of Indian adoptions reported by the Children’s Services
Division involve children adopted by unrelated petitioners. This report cornpares
that figure with the total number of related and unrelated adoptions in Qregon.
Of that total, 72 percent involve children adopted by related petitioners.! Were
the adoption comparison to be made only on the basis of unrelated adoptions,
the comparative rate for Indian adoptions and the combined rate for adoptive
and foster care, would be several times higher than indicated here. N

OREGON : APPENDIX
County-by-County Analysis of Oregon Foster Care Statistics
1. BAKER COUNTY

" In Baker County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children's Services
Division, there was one Indian child in fostér care in January 1975 There are
16 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Baker County.* Thus one out of
16 Indian children is in foster care. -

Conclusion, . .
In Baker county Indian children are in foster care at a per capita _rate 14.3 times
{1,430 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregen.

II. BENTON COUNTY

In Benton County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Services
Division, there were two Indian children in foster care in January 1975.* There:.
are 75 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Benton County.t Thus one
out of every 38 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion ’ .
In Benton County Indian children are in foster care at a per capita rate 6.0
times. (GO0 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregom.

\
‘4

. R N . .
e "Y1, CLACKAMAS COUNTY

In Clackamas County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s.
Services Division, there were seven Indian children in foster care in January
(13975.‘ There are 304 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Clackamas

ounty.t

Thus one out of every 43.4 Indian children is In foster care.

1 “éxgqptioq{:'-in 1074,” op. clt. Table 1, “Children for whom' adoption petttions were
granted,” p, 7. - . . o : -

n AATA chlld-welfare survey questionnalre completed by Mr. George Boyles, Manager
of Research and Statisticy, Oregon Children’s Services Divislon, July 16, 1978,

#61.8% of the Oreeon Indian population ir under twenty-one yenrs old, {U.8. Bureau
of the Census, Census of P‘ojpulauon: 1970; ‘Subjact Report PC(2)-1F. “American
Indiang" (Washington, D.C.: U.8, Government Printing Office: 1973), Table 2, '"Age of
the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence: 1970, p. 13.] The total
Tndian population of Baker County is 31, [U.S. Burean of the Censng, Censns of the
Topulation ! 1970 - Supplementary Revort PC(S1)-~104, ' “Race of the' Ponulation by
County :" 1970 :(Waghington. D.C.: T.8.. Government Printing Office: 1975), p. 38.]
31 x .518=18. The same formula is used to determine the Indlan under twenty-one year
old population in the other Oregon counties. ’ ’

*AATA Questionuvaire. op. cff. .

tRace of the Population by Caunty: op: o2, 1070: 6, 7.

Conclusion DEAD IO T LY M e T e
. In Clackamas County., Indian. children are in faster.care at a per.capita rate-

Eofegt:)xses (530 ,percent)..greater than the State-widé,.raté. for, non-Indians -in;
f s e S T T R o ' ) LI AT TP LRI FFTT I St

R T e A T R
s g ig, BV CLATSOP .COUNTY. . N

TN DU AL

LT

i
L

In Clatsop County, according to statistics frond"thé";olrel  Children's Sérvt
AT : gon’ Children’s Services
E;:xgio?l,l gﬁge lv;v_;z(x]'e four éndxtan Children in foster care in January 1975.* There:
gcaildren under twenty-one. years old in Olatsop. County.t ’ '
out of every 16 Indian children is in foster care, . s p D ty T f‘.l‘h}:s .O'n? :
Conclysion + +\ w0 i reog i Ty :v'.(:'f o (-.ilr".'l: [
"'In Clatsop County Indidn'childfen are in foster car ' per capith rat '
g itsop Co ‘ ch &Y ster care at a per capita rate 14.3
times ( ;;{430 ;)_ng_gept;) greater'than the State-wide rate for ’non'-IndigIr)ls in Oregon,

, LT Yt e ;

; o V. 0OLUMBIA‘COUNTY | R
.-In Columbia County, aceording to statistios from :th Or faren e
In( ' S e Oregon Children’s Sarvices'
?5‘}?3‘%2}, tct;:e'lis was 'oge .Itndmn child in foster care in J afuary 1975« ’I'Efere ggg‘
' children under twenty-one years old in Columbi A '
of 46 Indian children is in foster carg A e County.t Thug e Wt"
Conclusion ' - 70 7 nadto L R O A T

In Columbia County Indian ehildren-are in foster
. care et a per capita
gl(')e gtégles (500 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for %on-lzglian?i%
. S . Lo : ey

VI. 0008 COUNTY

In Coos County, according to sfatistics from. the QOre; C

gn . Y, 81 | on Children’s Servie
D1v1s1or_x, there was one Indian child in foster cars in .Taiuary 1973.“'Thez¥g asg
188 ’.fndlan children under twenty-one years old in Coos County.y ..~ '

R VIL. CROOK COUNTY = * I

In Craok County, according to statistics from th ) '

( ] ceording e.Oregon Children’ 8
{vision, there were no Tndian children in foster care in Januaryrlg’;ﬁierﬂ.‘vlzgi;
Y H ‘. !

are 47 Indian’children under twenty-one years old in Crook ‘County.} '
' ' ‘ VIl CURRY COUNTY
InCurry’ County, according to statistics from 'c D rerity Sert
Snou ounty, ¢ sti m the Oregon Children’s e
J)ivision, there were no Indlian children'in foster care ing January’ ré;s.s:e*?g;s:-'
are 93 Indiaw children under twenty-one years old in Curry Qeunty.4" @ U0
. H . P L - v PR

IX. DESCHUTES COUNTY ‘o i

In Deschutes County, aceordinig to staistics from fhe Oregon Childred :

4 g ‘ egon Children’ !
Division, there were four Indian children in foster care in January 19756.8“3%51?:‘
are 48 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Deschutes County.} Thus
ope out of every 12 Indian children is in foster care,

Conclugion =~~~ 7~ -+ ot e L :
Tn Deschutes, County Indian children are n foster dar !

d res, L Gian childr : e at a per capita rate
(l)%é)gg]mes (1,900 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for I;oﬁ-lrfdians__m'

" x DOUGLAS COTNTY
 In' Douglas County; according to statistics ( SChilé Sers-

oTig ; g to statistics from .the-Oregon: Chilérsu's Bery-
gﬁs_ Division, .thel:g were no. Indfan children in foster car%,in .Tar:mirydls'?ﬁ."
Chere alje‘_214 Indian chﬂdren-und’er twenty-one years-in Dounglas County.f. -

P LTI P N

“

- o T xt GTLniAm covrry T v e e
In Gilliam County, according to statistios from & 5 Serv.

ril1 ( . stie om the .Oregon Children’ -
glr‘:ss Division, there- were mo Indian children in fostep cari chan(er::ySig;gy’”
Chere are five, I_ndian_chx,lgh:en under, twenty-ove.years old In' ¢iltam County.f.

*AATA Questionnaire, op. cit, C

tRace of the Population by Céurty ¥ op: oft, 1670 ; 810 ot Sl
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XII, GRANT COUNTY

In Grant County, according. to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Services
Diviaion,.there were no Indian children in foster care in January 1975.* There:
are 15 Indian children under twenty-one years old in' Grant County.} .

XTII. HARNEY CCUNTY

In Harney County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Services
Division, there were five. Indian children in foster care in January 1975.* There:
are 66 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Harney County.t Thus
one out of every 13 Indian children ig in foster care, -

Conclusion. . .
In Harney County Indian. children are in foster care at a per capita rate 17.6
times (1,760 percent) greater than the Stafe-wide rate for non-Indians in Ovegon.

XIV. HOOD RIVER COUNTY

In Hood River County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’'s
Services Division, there were no Indian children in foster care in .Tz}nuary 1976.%
There are 58 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Hood River County.}

XV, JACKSON COUNTY

In Jackson County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children's Serv-
ices Division, there was one Indian child in foster care in January 1975.* There
are 224 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Jackson County.f Thus
one out of 224 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion .
In Jackson County Indian children are in foster care at a per capifa rate
identical to the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregon. -

XVI., JEFFERSON COUNTY

In Jefferson County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children's Serv-
ices Division, there were 21 Indian children in foster care in January 1975.*
There are 686 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Jefferson County.t
Thus one out of every 33 Indian children-is in fester care.

Conclusion . .
In Jeiferson County Indian children are in foster care at a per capita rate
6.9, times (690 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in

Oregon. ) .
XVII. JOSEPHINE COUNTY

In Josephine County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Serv-
ices Division, there were no Indian children in foster care in January 1975.%
There are 122 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Josephine County.t

XVIIi. KLAMATH COUNTY

in Klamath County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Serv.
ices Division, there are 32 Indian children in foster care in January 1975.*
There are 736 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Klamath County.t
Thus one out of every 23 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion
Tn Klamath County Indian children are in foster care at a per capita rate
9.9 times (990%) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregon.

XIX., LAXE COUNTY

Tn Lake County, saccording to statistics from the Oregon Children's Services
Division, there were no Indian children in foster care in January 1975.* There
are 35 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Lake County.t

tNace of the Panulation hy County : 1870, op. eit.
¢AATA Questionnaire, on. c¢it.
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XX. LANE COUNY

In Lane County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’

; , gon Children's Services
Division,. thgre were three Indian children in foster care ih J anuary 1975.* There’
are 308 Indian children under twenty-one Years old in Lane County.t Thus one:
out of every 132 Indian children ig in foster care.

Conclusion . v

. In Lane County Indian children are in foster care at o -per caplte 1
times (170%) the Stete-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregon. P ) capie 'r,e;te T

XXL LINCOLN COUNTY -

In T_Jix_lcoln County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Serv-’
ices Division, there was one Indian child in foster care in J anuary 1975.* There
are 165 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Lincoln County.t Thus
one out of 165 Indian children is in foster care. ’

Conclusion

In Lincoln County, Indian childven are In foster care at g er capita rat
. . ? g rte 1.
times (140 percent) the State-wide rate for non-Indians in I())regoxr;. - e ld.

XXII. LINN COUNTY

In Linn County, according to statisties from the Ore '

In ] ; : gon Children's Servi
%gxis;&x;;“t]he{gl gvas onedIn(imn ghxld in foster care in January 1975.* The:e 51?:
14 children under twenty-one years old in Lin it
ot 148 Indian children is in fosicr care, - B Cop_nty.'l‘ Fhus one o“'
Conclusion o .

In Linn County Indian children are in foster care at a per i '
unt) . S capit .
times (1609 the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregon.,p‘ pita rafe 1.5
XXIIT. MALHEUR COUNTY

N

In Malheur County, according to statisties from the Ore 'y 8
falheur , 8 statis ¥ egon Children's Serv-
ices Division, there were no Indian children in'foster care in Janusry '1;)75.‘
There are 43 Indian children under twenty-one years oid in Maiheur County.t

XXIV, MARION COUNTY

In Marion County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Serv-
ices Division, there were 20 Indian children in foster cari in Janu;}nvslgggt
:r‘here are 429 Indisn chlidren under twenty-one years old in Marion Gounty'f
Thus oue out of every 21 Indian children is in foster care. o o
Conclusion ' ' -

In Mazion Courty Indian children are in foster care at a pet i )
A ‘ re 8 er capita ra .
times (1,0909%) greater than the State-wide rate for.non-InIiiianﬂpjn Ol;e?bg.oa

XXV. MORROW COUNTY

in Morrow County, according to statisties from fh I iid
lorT ) . : e Oregon Chiidren's Serr-
icgs Division, thez.-e were no Indian children in foster c;rg in Janula:vglggs‘
There are 15 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Morrow @ounty:T'

XXVI, POLK COUNTY

In Polk County, according to statistics from th i !

i ) £ e Oregon Children's § e
D.1v1.sxon, thgre were no Indian children in foster care ir% January 19’;5§e'2‘§1$:
are 143 Indian children under iwenty-one-years old in Poll Couhty.f ) .

XXVII. SHERMAN (OUNTY

In Sherman County according to statisties fr
‘herr ¥, t 1sties from the Oregon Children’s Serve
éges Division, thqre were no Indian children in foster care in \:}Tanunr’v 1575"
were are 12 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Sherman éounty'f‘

* Y ATA Quostinnnnire, on. cit.
tRace of the Population by County: 1870, op, cit.
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XJVILL TILLAMOOK COUNTY |

. In Tillamook County; according to statistics from t!xe_Oregon Cl;ilgyn’g_Sery-
ices Division, there was' one Indian child in foster eare ih January 19;5.“ Thnge .
ave-61 Indian children under twenty-one years.old in-‘Lillamook County.} Tihas
vne out of 81 Indian children is in foster care. . . | .| . ..t 0t
Conclugion . . \i-t' R f

. In Tillamook . County, Indian children are in foster care at a per capita rate
3.7 times ‘(370,'.per_cént)r"gg::el_iterll.'ithallg the, State-ide rate ‘flglr_hoﬂ_-‘.ind‘iansf‘ n,

Oregon. o
XXIX. UMATILLA COUNTY

A

S P T

In Umatilla County, according to Statiftics from'thé Oregon Ohndren’s Serv-
jces Division, there were 23 Indian children in foster care in .Ta{mary 1976.*
There are 506 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Umatilla County.}
"Tlius one out of every 22 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion
In Umatilla County Indian children are in foster care at a per capita rate 10.4
times (1,040 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregon.

XXX, UNION COUNTY

In Union County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s Services
Division, there were no Indian children in foster care in Jaouary 1975.* There
are 44 Indian children under twenty-one years old in Union County.t

XXXI. WALLOWA COUNTY

In Wallowa County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children's Services
Division, there were no Indian children in foster care in January 1975.* There are
gix Indian children under twenty-one years old in Wallowa County.t -

XXXII, WASCO COUNTY

In Wasco County, according to statisties from the Oregon Children's Services
Division, there were six Indian children in foster care in January 1976.* There
are 248 Indian children under tweuty-one years old in Wasco County.t Thus one
out of every 41 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion .
In Wasco County Indian children are in foster care at a per capita rate 5.6
times (560 percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregon.

XXXIII, WASHINGTON COUNTY

In Washington County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children’s
Services Division, there wrere no Indian children in foster care in January 1975.*
There are 183 Indian children under twenty-one years oid in Washington County.t

XXXIV. WHEELER COUNTY '

In Wheeler County, according to statistics from the Oregon Children's Services
*ivision, there were no Indian children in foster care in January 1975.* There
are two Indian children under twenty-one years old in Wheeler County.f °

. XXXV. YAMHILL COUNTY

In Yamhill County, according to statistics frem the Oregon Children's Services
Division, there was one Indian child in foster care in January 1975.* There are
173 Jandiau children under twenty-one years oid in Yamhill County.t Thus one out
0f 178 Indian children is in foster care.

Conolugion

In Yamhiil County Indian children are in foster care at a per capita rate 1.3
times (130 percent) the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oregon.

®AATA Questlonnaire, op. cit.

t
$Race of the Population by Couuty: 1070, op. ¢it.
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XXXVI, MULTNOMAH COUNTY

In_ Mulmoxﬁa'h‘._Couni:y, ‘accordixlg‘td statistics from the Oregon Children’s
g‘%rwces D;v,ll)’ssignl, (Zﬂe:e “lﬁfg 38 Iindli&u children in foster care iit January 1975.%
ere are ndian ¢ ren in Multnomah County.} Thus on
36.4 Indian children is in foster care. = - ) e ’y f ¢ one out of Lrery
Conclusion

"In Multnomal County Indian children aré in foster care at a r ca‘ it;a rat |
6.3 times (630 percent) the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Oprig'on.p e

SAATA ?uestlonnaire, op, cit, L
tRace o ,l;he Population by County : 1970, op. cit.
e R | PR T R R M L
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SouTH DAKOTA ADOPTION AXND FosTER CARF. STATISTICS

i LR . !
Basic Facts

olds in South Dakota.‘. .
old American Indians in South

1. There are 279,136 under twenty-one year
2. There are 18,322 under twenty-ohe year
b 3 . E
Dn::.co'l?‘lll'ere are 260,314 non-Indians under twenty-one in South Dakota.
; o 1. ADOPTION
. State of South Dakota, according to the So'uth Dakota I)epa-rtmen.t of
Solclilaghgeév?cees, there were an average of 63 ndoptmns'per ._vear of Amentc'al_x
Indian ‘children from 1970-1975.° Using Soutl_x Dakopu_s own age-at-adop 1911
figures reported to the Natlonal Center 4for Social Statistics of the US D'epmt-
meut of Health, Education, and Welfare, 81 percent (or §1) are under one_)eul‘ of
age when placed. Another 8 percent (or four) are one year to less tlugn tf‘ 0 years
old when placed; 7 percent (or four) are two years to less than six years ol(_l
when placed; 4 percent (or three) are between six and: twelve years old; mgd
2 percent (or one) are twelve years and ovgr.” Using the f013n11111 then that :...;1
tndian children. per year are placed in adoption for at leenfst 17 y.ears,'four Indian
¢hildren are placed in adoption for 16.5 years, four _In(lmn children are placed
in adoption for an average of 14 years, three Indmn.chil(lron are placed in
adoption for an average of nine years, and one Indian child is pilaced in adoption
for an average of three years; there are 1,018 Indians under twenty-one year
olds in adoption at any one time in the State of South Daokta. This represents
one out of every 18 Indian children in the State.
Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were an average of 561 adep-
tions per year of nou-Indian children from 1070-1975) ° there are 9,073 non-
Indian children in adoptive homes in South Dakota, or one out of every 28.7

non-Indian children.
Conclusion

There are therefore by proportion 1.6 times (160 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in adoption in South Dakota.

II, FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the South Dakota Depariment of Social Services,
there were 521 Indian children in State-ndministered foster care in October
1974.7 In addition, there were 311 South Dakota Indian children receiving

1 71.8, Bureau of the Census, Ceneug of Population: 1870, Volume X, Characterigtics of
the Population, Part 43, “South Dakota™ (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Governmeant Printing
Office : 1973), p. 43—47. )

¥ U.S8. Dureau of the Censug, Census of Population: 1870 ; Subject Reports, Final Report
PC(2)~1F, “American Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.8. Government Printing Office:
1973). Table 2, "Age of the Indian Popuiation by Sex and Urban and Rural Residenre:
1970, p. 14,

s TPalephone laterviews with Dr. James Marquart, Office on Children and Youth, South
Dakota Department of Social Services, July 1620, 1976.

< National Center for Soein] Statistics, {1.S. Department of Fealth. Bducation, and Wel-

fare, “Adoptions in:1074,”, DREUILW. ublication  No.. (RRS) 703268, NC8S. Report: B~10 i’

(1074), 'April 1976, Lable 10, ‘'Children udog)tod, by nurelated ‘pétitioners by ‘age at'(ime
of plncement,”by State;, 1074,"’'p. 18, (Abrolute ‘numbers donvertéd into percentages 'fok
purposes of this report.}

5 The median age at time of placement of children adopted by unrelated petitloners im
2974 in South Dakota was 2.5 months, Xbid., p. 15.

:’}‘;l&xphone interview with Dr. Junes Marquart, on. cit.
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foster care from the U.S, Bureau of Indian Affairs in October 1974.° The com-
bined total of 832 Indian children in foster care represents one out of every 22
Indian children in the State. By comparison there were 630 non-Indian children
in State-administered foster care in October 1974,° representing one out of every
492.1 non-Indian children.

Conclusion
There are thérefore by proportion 22.4 times (2,240 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in foster care in South Dakota,
o A

., III, COMBINED ADOPTIVE CARE AND FOSTER CARE
"“'‘Using the abdve figures, a’‘total-of 1,851 under-twenty-one’ year old ‘Indian
‘children are either in foster homes or adoptive homes in the State of South
Dakota. Thig represents oné but of every 0.9 Indian children, Similarly for non-
Indians in the State 9,603 under twenty-one year olds are either in foster care
or adoptive care, representing one otit 'of every 27.2 non-Indian children.

Conelugiom: ' 1 T e
" By per capita raté Indiap children'are removed from their'homes and placed
in adoptive care or foster' care 2,7 times (270 peréent) more oftén’ than'non-
Tadian children inr the State of South Dakotx:' e e TR T

i [ET T L S IO N NI B PRI

UTeleé)honé"lnterﬂew»a with Mr. Roger Lontlevik and Ms, Beverly Haug, 'Divislon of
Social Bervices, U.S. Bureau of Indlan Afiairs Abdrdeen Area Office, {July 2021, 1976,
The BIA had 358 Bouth Dakota Indian chlldren in foster care In October 1074..47 Indian
§g18(die7r{_§gvisrlta, in, foster .care. administered by the, State, ,bpt paid fof by .the BIA.
w-’l‘eleEhoné itvterviews witi .Dr. James Marquart, of. ita o0 o iwporer Tl .?
Jas ot e PLop L o (L S R (% BT IV RRRE
i . . N . L

. . . i e v
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SouTH DAKOTA ADOPTION AXD FOSTER CARF. STATISTICS
! v . ' .
Basic Facts

olds in South Dakota.!

1. There are 270,136 under e e old American Indians in South

2. There are 18,322 under twenty-one year

2 ) s . X
Dﬁ{(ﬁére are 260,814 non-Indians under twenty-one in South Dakota.
' ' 1. ADOPTION )
: ording to the South Dakota Department of
uung‘[elk::xﬂ’ﬂ?ggnge o% 63 udontli\mEsyper year otil tAuxﬁﬁf:tcig;:
ian - : m 1970-1975° Using South Dakota’s own age-at- :
xlil;(tllxxil; r(:)%i'l;::ll tgr(’ghe National Center ‘for Social Statxfmcs _Of the US D'epmtf-
ment of Health, Education, and ‘Welfare,' 81 percent (01: 51) ‘me under one') Gl'll' oq
age when placed. Another 6 percent (or four) are one year to lfss than t}\ f) .)‘ealrc-_i
old when placed; 7 percent (or four) ave two years to less U'um sx.‘f 5&;.11_5 0 i
when placed; 4 percent (or three) are pet\\'osn six and:twelve years o d.' f!l:t
2 percent (or one) are tivelve years and’ over. Using the fm;mnln then that ..-.)1
Tudinn ehildgren. per.year are placed in adoption for at leen_st 17 y.ears,-four Indian
}-hildren are placed in adoption for 16.5 years, fonr.In(Imn. children are 1)lncgd
in adoption for an average of 14 years, three Indian children are placed in
adoption for an average of nine years, and one Indian child is placed in adoption
for an average of three years; there are 1,019 Indians under t'\\'epty-one year
olds in adoption at any one time in the ﬁjtute of South Dsaokta. This represents
one out of every 13 Indian children in the State. i
Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were an average of 561 adep-
tions per year of non-Indien children from 1970-1973) ° there are 9,073 non-
Indian children in adoptive homes in South Dakota, or one out of every 28.7

non-Indian children.

Conclugion o
There are therefore by proportion 1.6 times (160 percent) as many Indian

children as non-Indian children in adoption in South Dakota.

In the State of So
Social Services, there

II, FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the South Dakota Department of Social Services,
there were 521 Indian children in State-administered foster care In OCgoper
10747 In addition, there were 311 South Dakota Indian children receiving

1797,6 he Census, Cengus of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characterlstics of
thet{*;ﬁ;u.[lgr;ltrlfnll‘.\l,1 f’ltll‘tt 43, “South Dakota' (Washington, D,C.: U.8, Government Printing
:71073), D 4347,
0‘9‘{;'3.5_1?;’33._“’.’ oratho Censang, Census of Population : 107G ; Subject Reportr, Final Report
rPe(2)~1F, "“American Indians”’ (Warhington, D.C.: U.8. Government Printing Office:
1973). Table 2, "Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Besidenc2:
" p. 14,
m-’?oelep hone interviews with Dr, James Marquart. Office on Children and Youth, South
Dakota Department of Social Serviceg, July 19-20, 1976, ]
¢ National Center'for Social 'Statisties, 11.8. Departinent of Henlth., Education, and Wel-
fure, “Adoptions in:1974,". DFELIW. Publication  No.. (RRS) Tf-03208, NCES Reporty K10
(1074), 'April 1976, Table 10, "/Children udn{)tod, by unrelated ‘petltioners by 'age at'time
of placement,’ by State, 1074,"'p." 187 (AbRolute ‘numbers donvertéd Into pércentages 'for
purposes of this report.)
5&'110 medlan age at time of placement of children adopted by unrelated petitioners in
1974 in Sonith Dakota wag 2.5 mounths, Ibid., p. 15.
] 'I‘;‘l‘;phone interview wlth Dr. Jawmes Marguart, op. ¢it.
7 I'bid.
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foster care from the U.S, Bureau of Indian Affairs in October 1974.° The com-
bined total of 832 Indian children in foster care represents one out of every 22
Indian children in the State, By comparison there were 530 non-Indian children
in State-administered foster care in October 1874,° representing one out of every
492.1 non-Indian children,

Conclusion
There are thérefore by proportion 22.4 times (2,240 percent) as many Indian
<children as non-Indian children in foster care %n South Dakota.

.+ JII, COMBINED ADOPTIVE CARE AND FOSTER CARE
: - A k e ;

" “Using the abobe fgures, a ' total: of 1,801 tindeér twenty-one year oild -Indian
‘children are either in foster homes or adoptive homes in the State of-South
Dakota. Thig represents oneé but of every 0.9 Indian children, Similarly -for non-
Indians in the State 9,603 under twenty-one year dlds are either in foster care
or adoptive care, representing one out'of ‘every 27.2 non-Indian chlidren.

Conelusion: - b "0 e b 0l T T
", By per cdpita fate Indian children'are removed from thelr'homes and placed
in adoptive care or foster care'2.7 times (270 perdent) more oftén’ than'noo-
Indian children in the State of South Dakotar' 4 7t ™ " ot iy
v, R e T A ST R N FYY R TR T T B T
¢ Telephione tnterviews ‘with Mr. Roger Lontevik and M. Beberiy Haug iDiviston of
Soelal Services. U.S. Burean of Indian Afairs Abérdeen Ares Office, July 2021, 1976,
The BIA had 858 South Dakota Indian children in foster care In October 1074..47 Indian
:5«23‘“87’13‘%"1"" in, foster care. administered by the, State, ,but pald for by the BIA.
"ﬂ‘eleEhoné interviews with Dr. Jameés Marquart, op; ¢its .. A U R A ,i.
f I L T N L R L A LR U T [INE N ter wany AR
i - ST L C o

o v U et
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‘i - . {UTAH, INDIAN. ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS

. Pl Basic Facts |, ' "
Indisns {n Utah?
in Utab. .. ... ..

1. There are 488,924 under twenty-one year olds in Utah.* -
2, There are 6,600 under twenty-one year old American
3, There are 482,234 non-Indians under twenty-one years old

DRI e Vo
[ i

, 9 . 1. ADOPTION

In the State of Utah, according to the Utah Department of S_dcial Servlceg,
there were 20 Indian children placed for adoption in 1975.} Usmg the S{atgs
own age-at-adoption figures reported to the National Center for Social Stnt_xshcs
of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare," we ¢tan estimate
that 86 percent (or 17) are under one year of age when pla_ced. One child is
Letween one and two years old; one child is between two and six years old; and
one child is between six and twelve years old.” Using the formula then that:
17 Indian children are placed in adoption for at least 17 years, and three Indian

children are placed in adoption for a minlmum average of 13 years, there are:

328 Indinns under twenty-one years old in adoption in Utah. This represents one
out of every 20.4 Indian children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were 428 non-Indian children
placed for adoption in Utah in 1975),° there are 7,040 under twenty-one year
old non-Indians in adoption in Utah. This represents one out of every 68.5 non-
Indian children in the State, . c R R

Conclusion
There are therefore by proportion 3.4 times (340 percent) as many Indian
children &s non-Indian children in adoptive homes in Utah,

' 11, FOSTER CARE

In the State of Utah, according to the Utah Department of Social Services,
there were 249 Indian children in foster care in May 1976." This represents one
out of every 26.9 Indian children in the State. By comparison, there were 1,197
non-Indian children in foster care in May 1976,® representing one out of every
402,9 non-Indian children in the State, o .

17.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1870, Volume I, Chiaracteristics of

tllg’gm)')’opulzél_o;d Part 48, “Utah” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office:
3), P, .

377.8, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population® 1070 + Subject Reports, Final Report
PC(2)-1F, “American. Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.S8, Government Printing Office:
ig;g)’. Ta{)ée 2, “Age of the Indian Iopulation by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

S p. 15, . .

& Telephone Interview with Mr. Dick Wheelock, Research Analyst, Utak Department of
Soeinl Bervices, July 14, 1070, .

4 Natlonal Center for Social Statlstics, U.S. Department of Health, FEdueation and Wel-
fare. ““Adoptions in 1074, DHREW Publication No. (SBS) 76-03259, NCSS Report E-10
(1974), April 1976. Table 10, "“Children ndo{)tod by unrelated petitioners by age at time
of placement, by State, 1974," p. 16. (Absolute numbers converted into percentnges for
purposes of this report.) The ages and percentages are: under one vear, 86 percent:; be-
tween one and two. 3 percent: between two and six, 5 percent: between six and
twelve. B percent; twelve and older, 1 percent. Multiplying the total number of adoptions
in 19756 by these percentages and rounding off to the nearest whole number ylelds the

figures that follow in the body of this report. .
8 The median nge for children placed in adoption in Utah 13 less than one month. Ibid.,

. 15. .
¢ Telephone interview with Mr. Dick WWheelock, Resenrch Analyst, Utah Department

of fncin]l Services, Julv 14, 1078, .
T Letter_from Mg, Mary Lines, MSW, Program Specinlist, Utah Department of Soclial

Services, July 2, 1976, .
® Ihtd. Confirmed by telenhone Interview with Mr. Dick Wheelock, Utah Department of

Social Services, July 14, 1976.
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Conclusion
There are therefore by proportion 15 times (1,500 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in foster care in Utah, 88% of the Indian chil-

dren in foster care are in non-Indian homes.!
III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Using the above figures, a total of 577 under twenty-one year old Indian chil-
dren are either in foster homes or adoptive homes in the State of Utah. This
represents one in every 11.6 Indian children. Similarly for non-Indians in the
State 8,237 under twenty-one vear olds are either in foster eare or adoptive
care, representing one in every.58.6 non-Indian children.” .., . .., . ., ., .

g L \ P L gt [
B : H A ol LN ‘s

Oonclusion . v .
By rate Indian children are removed from their homes and placed in adoptive
care or foster care 5 times (500 percent) more often than non-Indlan children

11‘1-‘theStateot_Ufah.:-x R T ! )

E T N T L A T

Savioioo o JAPPENDIX; ¢ , N I T e

+ .+ County-by-County Analysis of. Utah Foster Care Statistics =, ..
e GV e . TR TR

Panooat A I I S R T
At L. ° . I.BOX JLDER, CACHE;AND BI6H -qounrmes ' " N0

. . . \
" In Box'Elldérl,"Céche: ‘and Rich countiey, aceording to statistics from the Utah
Department of Social Services, there ywere 14 Indian childrep in State-adminis-
téred foster 'care jn May 1076.* There are 437 Indian- eblldren undér twenty-one-
years-old in thése three counties.' Thus ong, in every 31.2 Indian childreén is in
foste_l' care.:'._,___‘_: . . s 'l'H,.“.‘,‘.:.:l. ‘ .I o I,:l‘“”.‘;:Tlllll‘lnj.,l-",'”v."‘- : f
Conclusion P Y L R b Tl .(!lf ot .Hl?)‘-‘ |' ‘-l
In Box Elder,"Cdc¢he and ‘Rich’ counties Indian: children are in State:admin.
istered foster care at.a per capita rate 12.9 times (1/200"peresnt)ogreater than
the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Utah. Wt e

'
Lrp ety e o

. Sl gy I""'“"’I‘If_ll?Av'I's',‘..ifom‘A:Iﬁ A ND WEBER (';(‘)_U?:;',rm‘s '[ )
I N R TR .t ST A L T PR S T L S T T N
In Davis, Morgan and Weber counties, according to statistics from the Utath
Department of Social Services, there Wwere nine Indian children in State-admin-
Istered foster care in May 1976." There.are 573 Indian children under twenty-
one years old in thege. three, counties.’ This oné’in,evety' 63.7 ,‘Iiidlt(n thildren
i'SianSt.el'.careo, ‘,,,,.'.. bt .”‘ ;' (:Az C ot lr"‘ _:;n\;:.
: . o L el Vil RN v o IR TP Y
Conelusion » - ha oo L e : Y T S I
In Davis, Morgan and Weber counties Indian ¢hildren are in :State-adminise
tered foster care at a per capita rate 6.3 times (630 percent) greater than the
Stafe-wide ratefor non-Indians in Utah. - - = S R L A

e - III. BALT LAKE AND TOOELE COUNTIES . - - . .. @ ' ;'

In Salt Lal_{e and Tf)oele counties, according to stat'iﬂtics 'i'rom the Utah'bepnlrtl
ment of Soc_lal Sel_'vmes,,there were. 13 Indian children in State-administered
foster care in May 1976.° There are 1,205 Indian children under . twenty-one
. - et AN . ‘ot . C (IS FPN

; Lret{:r ﬁ;_om Ml.:i_ l\Ii,l\}:,V Lines, MSW, on. cit. . - ' .
" Letter from Ms. Mary Lines, MSW, Program Speciallst, Utnh Department of Soclal
Services. July 2, 1976. These countie ' 1 o1
So’cl(:'\r; 4Services. , ‘ 8 comprise District I of the Utah Department. of
. ?63.4 percent of the Utah Indlan population 1s under twenty-one vears oid. .S, Dur
of the Census, Census of Population: 1070 ; Subject Report PC(2)-1F, “A%;rlg}ljnslnrfl‘l‘:l\:%n
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Offce: 1973). Table 2, "Ace of the Indinn
Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence: 1070 p. 15.1 The total Indian
%onulntmn of Box Eider. Cache and Rich counties is ¢90. {U.S. Burean of .the Censaus,
ensns of Populatior_ll: 1970 Supplementary Report PC(81)-104, “Rnce of the Popula:
1'8188 ltlenggunst&: ig;(ﬂ)]s (;‘;gsh’ilphzton, D'CF U.S]. sovernment Printing Office : 1875), p. 47.]
S 63 37. e same formula 18 used to de f
tw:urﬂ;.;\;ﬁnefyear %11(] p]c\) ulat][:;n in tg}%other Utah countles. termine  the ;nd_lnn under
otter from Ma, Marv Lines, W, op. cit. Tt TIT-A
the Ttah Deprtment of Sncllnl Serviées.' p. cit. These countles comprise District ‘II A of
;Tlsm,e ntf the ]]’\‘ropulz}:[\ﬂon]_h{v Couﬁfgv: 1070, op. eit., p. 47, '
#tter from Mg, Marv Tines, MSW, op. eft. These countl -
the Utah Department of Social Services, ? o c?\mprlse District T1-B of
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vears old in these two counties.®* Thus one in every 92.7 Indian chlld}'en is in
foster care; ) . o o T

Conclusion .~ o . : , ' ) -

In Salt Lake and Tooele counties Indian children are in:State-administered
foster care at a per capita rate 4.3 times (430 percent) greater than the State-
wide rate for non-Indians in Utah. o N .

i

IV, SUMMIT, UTAH AND WASATCH com@n’zs-".l'“' .

" fn Summit, Utakh and Wasatch counties, according tp vstatistics from the
‘Utah Départment  of Social ‘Services, there were 15 Indian chl_ldren in State-
administered foster care in May 1976." There are 397 Indian~children ung]er
twentr-one years old in these three counties.® Thus one in every 26.5.Indian
<hildren is in foster cqre. ., , .;: : )i et PR
~Conclusion '~ o o B e

In Summit, Utah and Wasatch counties Indian childrenare in"State-ndmin-
istered foster care at a per capita rate 15.2 times (1,520 percent) greater than
the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Utah. .

P 4

v

T A i 1

C v.‘.’.'ri':'r@;},- ‘("MIL‘LA“RD‘,‘ P1UTE, éAﬁPETE,'_ 'SEVIER, "AND #Affhé.,’bq‘u‘ivﬁisé e

In Juab, Millard, Piute,'Sanpete, Sevier ‘and Wayne!céunties, aécording to
-gtatistics’ from the- Utah' Department of Social Servicés, théreé wei'g gl Ind%an
children in State-administered foster care in May 1976.° There are 102_3 Indian
children under twenty-one’years old in these six countiesi‘“-.-Thus_- Jnerin every
7.5 Indian children is’'in:foster care;:. - ' . - Lo ”'_f”. ’,"_'".‘ L ' Yot
Conclusion e e

In Juab, Millard, Piute, Sanpete, Sevier and Wayne counties Indian c_llildren
are in State-administered foster care at a per -capita. rate 63.7 .txmes;(S,SAQ per-

cent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in;Utah.” -
VI. BEAVER, GARFIELD, IRON, KANE IAND WASHINGTON COUNTIES . |

In Beaver, Garfield, Iron, Kane, and Washington counties, according t.o stati.s-

tics from the Utah Department of Social Services, there were 19 Indian c]nl-

dren in State-administered foster care in May 1976, There are 276 Indian

children under twenty-one years old in these five counties,” Thus one in every

14.5 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion

In Beaver, Gnrﬁeld,\ Iron, Kane, and Washington counties Indian children
are in State-administered foster care at a per capita rate 27.8 times (2,780
percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indian in Utah,

VII. DAGGETT, DUCHESNE AND UINTAY COUNTIES

In Daggett, Duchesne and Uintah counties, according to statistics from the
Utah Department of Social Services, there were 73 Indian children in State-
administered foster care. in May 1976.* There are 1,059 Indian children under
twenty-one years old in these three counties.™ Thus one in every 14.5 Indian
children is in foster care,

3 "“Race of the Population by County : 1970,” op, cit,, p. 47.

7 Tettor_from Ms, Mary Lines, MSY, op. cit. These countles comprise District III of
the Utah Department of Socinl Services.

8 “Race of the Population by County: 1970." op. cit., p. 47.

?Letter from Ma. Mary Lines, MSW, op. cit. These countles comprise District IV of
the Utah Department of Social Services.

1 “Rnce of the Dopulntion by County : 1970,” op. ¢it., p. 47

U Letter from Ms. Mary TLines. MSW, op. cit. These countles comprise District V of .

the Utah Department of Social Services.

12 "Race of the Populntion by County : 1970,” op. cit., p. 47.

W Letter from Ms. Mary Iines, MSW, op. cit. These counties comprise District VI of the
Utnh Department of Socinl Services.

1 “'Race of the Population by County: 1970,” op. cit., p. 47.
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In Daggett, Duchesne and Uintah counties Indian children are In' State-ad-
ministered foster care at a per capita rate 27.8 times (2,780 percent) greater
than the State-wlde rate for mon-Indian.children. ., ., ., .- . . .

AN B N T . s .- A v
VIII, CARBON, EMERY AND GEAND COUNTIES, ' l

In Carbon, Bmery. and Grand counties, according to statistics from the Utah
Dep'artment of Social Services, there were four Indian children in State-ads
wministered foster care in May 1976, There are. 37, Indian children under twenty-
one years old iin these three .counties,® Thus .one in every. 9.3 Indian.chlldren
18 in foster.carew:iti T 0 L., inon P

Conclusion -~ 0 i e U R

In Carbon, Emery and Grand counties Indian children are in' $tate-adminis-
tered foster care at a per capita rate 43.3 times (4,380 percent) greater than
the Staterwideirate for non<Indiang in Utah.. Lo e

bl oy -y e Yy

oal T TR P
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Foane Ll R TR R T P

IX. BAN.JUAN COUNTY

In San Juan Copnty, aceording to statistics from the Utah Department of
Social Bervices, there were ‘81 Indian children in State-ndministered foster
«caro in May 1978 There are 3,005 Indian children under twenty-one years
-old in the County,” Thus one jn gvery 37.1.Indlan children is.in foster .care.
- Wonaglusion N R TR TR L -

In Ban Juan:County, 'Indlan children. are in Btate-administered foster eare
at a per capita rate 10.9 times (1,090 percent) greater.than-the Btatewide rate

for non-Indians in Utah.
t * A . . . . . .
1 Letter from Ms. Mary Lines, MSW, op. cit, These three Counties comprise Diatrict

VII-A of the Utah Department of Soclil Services, : .

19 “Race of the Population by . ounty: 1970.” op, oft., p. 47, .
Y Letter from'Ms, Mary Lines, NEW, op. ‘eit. San Juan ¢ ¥ )
VII-B of the Utah Department of Soctal Serv’l’ceg.“ San Juan County comprises District

18 *Race of the Popuy ation by County 7 1079, op, olt, p.47.: o0 0
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WASHINGTON INDIAN ADOPYION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS
" Baslé Facts : :

1. There are 1,351,435 unde? twerity-one year olds in the State of Washington.?
2. There are 16,980 under twenty-one year old American Indians in the State

of Washington.? ) . .
3. Thete are 1,335,476 non-Thaians under twenty-otte in the Staté of Washing-
- B } ! i . .

ton.
Y. AbopTioN

In the State of Washington, according to the Washington Department of
Social and Health Services, 48 Indian children were placed for adoption by
public agencies in 1972.? Using State figures reported to the National Center for
Social Statistics of the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare*
we can estimate that 68 percent (or 33) are under ohe year of age when placed.
Another 21 percent (or ten) are one year to less than six years old when placed;
8 percent (or four) are six years, but less than twelve when placed; and 2 per-
cent (or one) are twelve years and over.! Using the formula then that: 33
Indian children are placed in adoption for at least 17 years, ten Indian children
are placed in adoption for a minimum average of 14 years, four Indian children
are placed in adoption for an average of nine years, and one Indian child is
placed for adoption for an average of three years; there are an estlmated 740
Indian children in adoption in Washington. This represents one out of every
21.68 Indian children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (213 non-Indian children were placed
for adoption by public agencies in Washington in 1972),° there are an estimsted
3,294 under twenty-one year old non-Indians in adoption in Washington, This
represents one out of every 406.4 non-Indian children.

Conclusion

There are therefore by proportion 18.8 times (1,880 percent) as many Indlan
children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes in Washington; 69 percent
of the Indian children placed for adoption in 1972 were placed in non-Indian

homes.”
II. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Washington Department of Social and Health
Services there were 558 Indian children in foster homes in February 1973.° This
represents one out of every 28.6 Indian children in the State. By comparison there
were 4,873 non-Indian children in foster homes in February 1973, representing
one out of every 274.1 non-Indian children.

1U.8. Burean of the Census, Censug of Population: 1970, Valume I, Characteristics of
the Population, Part 49, “Washington” (U.S. Government Printing Office : Washington,
D.C.: 1973), p. 4843,

*11.8. Burean of the Census, Census of Population: 1970; Subject Reports, T'inal Report
PC(2)~1F, “American Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office:
}gzg)ﬁ Tnlb&e 2, “Age of the Indian Population by Sex nnd Urban and Rural Realdence :

(A0 . o

a LetFer and AATA child-welfare aurvey questionnaire submitted by Dr. Robert J, Shearer,
Assistant Secretary, Social Services Division, Washington Department of Soclal and
Henlth Services, April 4, 1973.

¢ Natflonal Center for Soclal Statistles, U.S. Department of Health, Bducation and Wal-
fare, ‘“Adoptions in 1974, DHDW Publlcation No. (SRS) 78--03260, NCSS Report E-10
(1074}, April 1978. Table 1’0, “Children adopted by unrelated petitioners by age at time of
placement, by State, 1974,” p. 16. (Absolnte numbers converted into percentages for pur-
PO e medt report.) t time of pi 1114

Lhe median age at time of placement of children adopted by unrelated petitioners
1974 In Washington was 3.8 months, Ibid., p. 135. ? 7 petitioners in
¢ Dr. Robert J. Shearer, op. cit.

T Ihid,

8 Ivid,

® Ibid.
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Conclusion

By per capita rate therefore Indian children are i
. s i placed in foster homes 9.
times (960 percent) as often as non-Indian children in the State of Washi:;tg:

III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE
-
Using the above figures, a total.of 1,298 under twenty-one year old Indian chil-

dren are either in foster hothes or adopti i

2 ptive homes in the State of Washington.
This represents one out of every 12.8 Indian children. Similarly for non-Incﬁtnons
%n the State, 8,167 under twe;nty:one Year olds are either in foster homes or adop~
.ive homes, representm_g one'out’of every 163.5 non-Iindian children, . - . . - ’
Oonclusion T ’ - et

By per capita rate Indian -children are removed fr i es an cod
. y L rate In ildrer oved from their homes and pls
in adoptive homes or foster homes 18.3 times (1,330 percent) more ofteﬁ 81;2:131(11
non-Indian children in the State of Washington. '

e e g T Lot
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TWISCONSIN INDIAN ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS
e S - DBasic Facts '

’ 1.‘"J.‘her:e :tlllle"l,824,713 under twenty-one year olds in the State ‘of Wisconsint
. 2. There are 10,176 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the State of

Wisconsin,? ‘ Co e
8. There are 1,814,687 non-Indians under twenty-one in Wisconsin.

1. ADOPTION

In the State of Wisconsin, according to the Wisconsin Department of Iealth
and Social Services, there were an average of 48 Indian children per year placed
in non-related adoptive homes by public agencies from 1966-1970.' Using the
State's own figures,* 69 percent (or 33) are under one year of age when placed.
Another 11 percent (or five) are one or two years old; 9 percent (or four) are
three, four, or five years old; and 11 percent (or six) are over the age of five.
Using the formula then that : 33 Indian children per year are placed in adoption
for at least 17 years; five Indian children are placed in adoption for a minimum
average of 16 years; four Indian children are placed in adoption for an average of
14 years; and six Indian children are placed in adoption for six years; there are
an estimated 733 Indian children under twenty-one years old in nonrelated adop-
tive homes at any one time in the State of Wisconsin., This represents one out
of every 13.9 Indian children in the State. '

Using the same formula for non-Indians (an average of 473 non-Indian children
per vear were placed in non-related adoptive homes by “public agencies from 1966-
1970).° there are an estimated 7,288 non-Indians under twenty-one years old in
non-related adoptive homes in Wisconsin, This represents one out of every 249
non-Indian children in the State.

Conclusion
There are therefore by proportion 17.9 times (1,790 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in non-related adoptive homes in Wisconsin.

II. FOSTER CARE

In the State of Wisconsin, according to the Wisconsin Department of Health and
Social Services, there swere 545 Indian children in foster care in March 1973.°
This represents one out of every 18.7 Indian children. By comparison, there were
7,266 non-Indian children in foster care in March 1978,” representing one out of
every 250 non-Indian children.

Conelugion

There are therefore by proportion 13.4 times (1,340 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in foster care in the State of Wisconsin,

17U.5. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteristics of
%1% Pti%l_xrlél)tion, sll’nég 51, "Wisconsin” (U.S. Government Priating Office: Washington,

.C.: p. 51-60.

377§, Burenu of the Census, Census of Population: 1970 ; Subject Reports, Final Renort
PC(2)-1F, “American Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printlng Office:
%8‘;%),; Tn.i)ée 2, "Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Resldence:

oM .

3 Letter_nand statistics from Mr. Frank Newgent, Administrator. Division of Family

Sel'\;llc%s, Wisconsin Depanrtment of Health and Social Services, Apri) 25, 1973,
210F, .

8 Ihid.

6 Thid. .

T Nntional Center for Social Statistic, U.S, Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, “Children Served by Public Welfare Agencies and Voluntary Child Walifare
Agencies and Institutions, March 1873.” DHEW Publication No. (SRS) 76-03238, NCS8
Report E-9 (3/73), November 1975, Table 4, p. 10.
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III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Using the above figures, a total of 1,278 under twenty-one year old American
‘Indian children are either in foster care or adoptive homes in the State of Wis-
-congin, This represents one out of every 8 Indian children. A total of 14,564

non-Indian children are in foster care or adoptive homes, representing one out of

-every 124.7 non-Indian children.

QOonclusion .
By per capita rate Indian children are removed from their homes and placed
in adoptive homes or foster care 15.6 times (1,660 percent) more ozften than non-

.Indian children in the State of Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin statistics do not include adoptlon placements made by private
agencies, and therefore are minimum figures. T B '
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WYOMING ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS

Basic Facts

1. There are 137,339 under twenty-one year olds in Wyoming? .
9. There are:2,832 under twenty-one year old American Indians in Wyoming.
3. There are 134,607 non-Indians under twenty-one in Wyoming. o

1. ADOPTION

In the State of Wyoming, according to the Wyoming State Division of Social
Services, there were an average of six adoptions per year of Indian chiidren
from 1972-1975.* This data base is too small to allow realistic projection of the
total number of Indian children in adoptive care. We can say though that dur
ing 1972-1975, 0.8 percent of Wyoming Indian children were placed for adoption,

During 1872-1976, according to the Wyoming State Division of Social Services,
an average of 73 non-Indian children were placed for adoption in Wyoming.*
Thus, during 1972<1875, 0.2 percent of Wyeming non-Indian children were placed
for adoption. o ) o
Conclusion o Co :

Based on the four year period 1972-1975, Indian children were placed for
adoption at a per capita rate four times (400%) greater than that for mon-

Indians.

I

‘

IX. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Wyoming State Division of Social Services,
there were 24 Indian children in foster care in June 1976° Au additionst 74
Indian children were in foster care administered by the U.S. Bureau of Indian
Aftairs.®

The combined total of 98 represents one out of every 289 Indian children in
the State. By comparison, there were 446 non-Indian children in foster care in
May 1978, representing one out of every 301.6 non-Indian children.

Conclusion

There are therefore by proportion 10.4 times (1,040 percent) as many Indian
children as noo-Indian children in foster care in Wyoming; 57 percent of the
children in State-administered foster family care are in non-Indiah homes.® 51
percent of the chikiren in BIA-administered foster family care are in non-Indian

homes.” :

17.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteriatics of
<ha Populatinn, Part 52, “Wyoming” (U.S. Governuient Printing Office : Washington, D. C.:
1873}, p. 52-R0, ’ .

ﬁllﬁid?, p. 52-30 (Table 18), p. 52-180 (Table 139), Indlan people tomprise §9.2 per:
cent of the tatal non-white population according to Tnble 130, According to Table 19 there
arc 4,783 non-whites under twenty-one. 4,733 times .502 equals 2,832

€ Telephone interview with MF. John Steinberg, Director of Adoptions, Wyoming State
Division of Socinl Services, July 15, 1978. A total of 22 Indian.chkildren were placed for
adoption during these four years,

vI4id. A total of 203 non-Indian children were placed for adoption during these four
yenrd,

5 ‘Telephone i{nterview with Ms. Japet Shriner, Foster Care Consultant, Wyoming State
Division of Socinl Rervices, July 20, 1976. Twenty-three of these chlidreu were in foster
family homes, and one in a residential treatment center. .

¢ Telephone interview with Mr. Clyde W. Hobbs, Superintendent, Wind River Indiin
Agency, July 22, 1976. Of these children, 47 w2re in foster family homes, and 27 in
group homes. The tribal breakdown was: Shoghone, 12; Aropahoe, 39; Non-enrolled, 23.
The BTA figures are as of Jnly 1974,

;-"Ty[;)etl;phone interview with Ms. Janet Shriner. op. cit.

I .
* Telephone Interview with Mr. Clyde W. Hobbs, ogp. ¢it.
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OI. U.8. BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS BOARDING S5CHOOLS

In addition to the above figures, 134 Wyoming Indian children between the
ages of fifteen and eighteen were away from their homss attending BYA boarding
schools in other states. These children, all from the Wind River Reservation,
spent at least part of the 1975-1976 school year in boarding schools in California,
New Mexico, Oklabhoma, South Dakota, and Utah*

IV. COMBINED ADOPTIVE CARE AND FOSTER CARE

Since we are unable to estimate the total number of Indian children currently
in adoptive care in Wyoming, it is not possible either to estimate the total number
of Indian children receiving adoptive and foster care. The foster care statistics
alone make it unmistakably clear that Indian children are removed from their
homes at rates far exceeding those for non-Indian children.

NoTE oN FEDERAL BOARDING SCHOOLS

In addition to those Indian children removed from their families to be placed
in adoptive care, foster care, or special institutions, thousands of Indian children
(many as young as five-ten years old) are placed in U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
boarding schools. Enrollment in BIA boarding schools and dormitories is not
based primarily on the educational needs of the children; it is chiefly a means of
providing substitute care. The standards for taking children from their homes
for boarding school placement are as vagye and as arbitrarily applied as are
standards for Indian foster care placements. . L :

The table below presents a state-by-state breakdown of the number of Indian
children living in dormitories while they attend BIA boarding schools.

BIA boarding

State: : - - D achool students
Alaska _ N —— 664
Arizona . ______ . e 10, 977
California 714
Mississippi - : R o197
Nevada ___ 517
New Mexico___. ——- ——— : —— 7,428
North Dakota__..____ - 481
OKlahoma e e — e 1,973
Oregon ——— e e 549
South Dakota . - 1,207
Utah - S -- 1,093

otaA] e 25, 800
o=

Indian children living in dormitories operated by the BIA for chil-
dren attending public schools e 3,384
Total ___ 29,184

These children should be included in any compilation of Indian children away

from their families.
Sonrce: Office of Indlan Education Programs, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, ‘Fiscal
. Year 1974 : Statistics Concerning Indian Education” (Lawrence, Kanps.: Haskell Indlan
Junior College : 1975), pp. 12-15, 22-23. .

0 Idbid.



