EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
John E. Echohawk

LITIGATION MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

David L. Gover

Matthew L. Campbell

Erin C. Dougherty Lynch

ATTORNEYS
Matthew L. Campbell
Michael S. Carter
Jacqueline De Leon
K. Jerome Gottschalk
David L. Gover
Melody L. McCoy
Ada Montague Stepleton
Steven C. Moore
Susan Y. Noe

Brett Lee Shelton

Joe M. Tenorio

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Michael Kennedy

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Donald M. Ragona

CORPORATE SECRETARY
Sarah Palacios

Native American Rights Fund

1506 Broadway, Boulder, Colorado 80302-6296

(303) 447-8760 FAX (303) 443-7776
www.narf.org

March 4, 2022

WASHINGTON OFFICE
1514 P Street, NW (Rear)
Suite D

Washington, D.C. 20005-1910

Ph. (202) 785-4166
FAX (202) 822-0068

ATTORNEYS
Joel West Williams
Daniel D. Lewerenz
Samantha B. Kelty

ANCHORAGE OFFICE
745 W. 4™ Avenue, Ste. 502
Anchorage, AK 99501-1736

Ph. (907) 276-0680
FAX (907) 276-2466

ATTORNEYS

Erin C. Dougherty Lynch
Matthew N. Newman
Wesley J. Furlong
Megan Condon

Gautam Raghavan

Director

The White House
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Re:  Letter of Support for Patrice H. Kunesh as the Commissioner,
Administration for Native Americans

Dear Mr. Raghavan,

I am John Echohawk, Executive Director of the Native American Rights Fund in
Boulder, Colorado and I write this letter of support for Patrice H. Kunesh, Standing Rock Lakota
descendant, for appointment as Commissioner of the Administration for Native Americans.

Ms. Kunesh worked for us at the Native American Rights Fund as a staff attorney from
1989 to 1995. I got to know her well as she did great work for us representing tribes on water
rights, oil and gas leasing, cultural property repatriation, constitution and code drafting,
jurisdictional disputes and Indian child welfare.

I have followed her career as she went on to work for the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal
Nation, the University of South Dakota School of Law, the U.S. Department of the Interior, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis Center for Indian
Country Development. Ms. Kunesh works so well with people and knows the issues so well that
we brought her back into the Native American Rights Fund in 2020 as our Development Officer
responsible for the design, development and implementation of our major gifts program.
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Because of her expertise, last year she received a Presidential Appointment to the U. S.
Treasury Community Development Advisory Board. In that capacity, Ms. Kunesh provides
advice to the Director of Treasury’s Community Development Financial Institutions Fund which
promotes economic development and revitalization in America’s underserved and distressed
low-income communities.

All of this experience makes Ms. Kunesh an excellent choice for Commissioner of the
Administration for Native Americans, which promotes self-sufficiency for Native Americans
through grants, training and technical assistance. I highly recommend Ms. Kunesh to you for
this appointment.

Sincerely,

%/L f[fiéé

John E. Echohawk
Executive Director
Native American Rights Fund



